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Cheltnsford, Jan. 12, 1820, 
REV. SIR, 

The Subscriber being appointed Agent for the town of 
Chelmsford, to carry into effect a vote, passed May 6, 1819, '* to pro- 
cure the printing of 400 copies of the History of Chelmsford,*' which they 
Understand you have lately composed, requests you to accept his cor- 
dial thanks on their behalf, for the unwearied attention and labor you 
have bestowed upon the collection of their history, and to favor him with 
a copy of the same for the press. 

With due respect, yours &c. CYRUS BALDWIJ^* 
Rev. WU4KES JULLEJSr. 



Chelnu/ord, Jan. 20, 1820. 

DEAR SIR, 

Thk attention of the town to its History, and the in* 
terest they have expressed in its preservation and transmission to pos- 
terity, are no less honorable to them, than grateful to the subscriber — 
As a testimony of his respect for them and an expression of his regard 
for their posterity, he commits the History written for them, to their 
agent for publication agreeably to his request. 

With sentiments of respect, yours &c, WILKES AJJsBJ^. 

CYRUS BALBWm^ ESQ. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



PREFACE. 

It is a duty, which men owe to their posterity, to . 
transmit the knowledge of their ancestors. Minute 
wd circumstantial accounts of our friends, farthers 
and progenitors acquire an interest in our feelings 
and impart^a joy to our hearts, wh ich the stranger 
intermeddleth not with* 

Under this impression the following history has 
been written with a minuteneed and particularity, 
admisible only in local and private histories, design- 
ed for family connections and friends. It has been 
the great object of the author to state facts with 
chronological accuracy ; that he might furnish au« 
thentic documents for the future historian. He has 
given to the whole the form of Annals> that it might 
be more convenient as a book of reference. 

He tenders his thanks to Maj, Nathaniel How<* 
ard, TownClerk, lor his assiduous attentions in ac- 
commodating him with the records and documents 
under his care ; to many individuals for the use of 
their family records and private papers ; particular* 
ly to Mr. John Farmer of Amherst, N. H. a native 
of this tow^n, for kindly furnishing him with sundry 
articles of importance to this work. 

He also deems it a tribute justly due to the sec* 
retary of the Commonwealth, Alden Bradford, Escjt 
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PREFACE. 

and to the other gentlemen, employed in the secre- 
tary's office, to acknowledge with gratitude their 
kind attentions and cirilities in furnishing him with 
such papers and records, relating to the origin and 
first settlement of the town^ as are deposited m that 
office. WILKES ALLEN. 

Chelm^ford^ Jan. tS, 1890. 



THIS VOLUME 
Is most respectfiiUy dedicated to ^he inhabitsuitff 
of the town of CHELMSFORD, with the best Wish- 
es of the Author for their growing [Mrosperi^. 
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HISTORY OP CHELMSFORD. 



MU^KS^MMMMMi 



IJVTRODDCTIOJV: 



THERE IS a sublime pleas^tire iti tracing the 
footsteps of past existence^ in walking over the 
ground, cultivated by former generations, in review- 
ing the records of their deeds, and in examining the 
monuments of their industry, wisdom and piety.— 
In these acts we seem to become familiarly acquain- 
ted with those; whose voices and countenances are 
unknown to us, and feel interested in those scenes, 
which cnce engaged their active spirits and excited 
their liveliest interest. 

The propensity, so strong and universal, to dwell 
Upon the virtues of ancestry, finds ample gratifica- 
tion in the learning and piety, patience and Fortitude 
of the first settlers of Massachusetts ; the leading 
features ot whose character were visible for many 
years in the inhabitants of this town. 

The unmolested enjoyment of religious worship 
and ordinances in their primitive purity, which was^ 
their leading object in visiting and subduing this 
wilderness, was constantly kept in view and made 
the governing principle of their conduct. Agreea- 
bly Mr. Higgimonin his Election sermon 1663 ob- 
serves, "that it concerneth New-England always to 
remember, that thej are a plantation religious^ not 
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totilmercial. The profession of pure doctrine, v^ot» 
ship and discipline is written upon her forehead.—-* 
Worldly gain was not the end and design of the peo- 
ple of New-England, but religion. If then any man 
among us make religion ias twelve and the world ad 
thirteen, such an one hath not the spirit of a true 
New-England man.' 



ORIGIJS. 



Wfi are pleased to find that the ear- 
ly Inhabitants of this town bore a strong resem- 
blance to their pious ancestors. About twenty per- 
sons from Wobuni and Concord at the last session of 
the General Court in 1652, petitioned for liberty to 
examine a tract of land, "lying on the other sidcf 
(west) of Concord river. The Court accepted and 
granted their request. Having by a joint committee 
eyarained and viewed the aforesaid tract of land, 
arid havinfij also found sundry others, to the number 
of thirty nine in all, desirous of uniting with them in 
Ifi'il erecting a new plantation, they jointly pe- 
titioned the legislature for a grant of land,* 
* bordering upon the river Merrimack, near to Pdw- 
tuckett.*t Tney stated that, there was a very * com* 
fortable place to accommodate a company of God's 
people upon, who may with God's blessing do good 
m that place for church and state.' They request- 
ed that the said tract of land might * begin on Mer- 
rimack river at a neck of land next to Concord river, 
and so to run up by said river south and west into 
the country to make up a quantity of six miles 
•quare.' 

About the same time a petition was presented t% 

•See Appendix No. 1» 
f This word i« spelt by modern writers Pentwcket, Pantocket, and 
l*atucket--J have followed Gookina^d othtr ancient writers^ who doubt* 

kas had the right sptlliog. 
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{\i6 Legislature, by Rev. John Eliot^ of Roxbufyf 
ftgent and trustee for the Indians, for a grant of land^- 
lying abou.t Pa wtuckett and Waraesit lalls, to be ap- 
propriated tp the sole arid exclusive use of the tribe 
inhabiting thereabouts., .This land, called the 'great 
neck,' was the principal habitation of the Pawtuck- 
etts, once the piost powerful tribe north of the MaSf 
sachusetts. Here they had erected wigwafhs:, and 
broken up laad for planting. . '\ . 

The 'court' therefore, t iking into consideration! 

both petitions, directed both an Indian and 

1653 English plantation to be laid out ; and that 

the request of the petitioners from Wobura 

and Concord should be granted, excppt some part of 

the tract petitioned for, lying on IVlerrimack river. 

It was made a condition of this grant, that with- 
in two years of the date of the act, they should set- 
tle a competent number of families on it, twenty or 
more being so, considered, that they inight be in a 
capacity to enjoy all the ordinances of Gqd. 

Capt. Willard of Concord and Capt. Johnson of 
Woburn.were appointed to lay out the plantation 
or township.'^ .* 

, It i^ difficult at this day to ascertain the original' 
boundaries between the Indian and English planta- 
tions. But from a plot of them, presenie^i to the 
court in 1656 and found jimong the origmal papers on 
file in the secretary's office, and frpm the dfocuments 
subjoined at the end of this work, it appears that 
the original grant for Chelmsford did not extend to 
Merrimack river on the north east, and barely cor- 
nered on Concord river on the south eagt.. 

The plantation, constituting original Chelmsford^ 
was in the form of a parallelogram or oblong square. 

1J653*— The fir?t person bora in town was Joseph Parker^son of Joseph 
Iftid Margaret Parker, March 30. Traditioti, 
^ S6je No. 2 Appendix. • 
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tt was bounded on the north by a straight lin^, be- 
ffinning at the glass manuiactory and running to the 
house of Benj. Osgood, Esq. of Westford. On the 
south west by Tadmuck Swanap, and on the south 
east by a straight Hne, beginning at Pawtuckett stake, 
so called, by th^ side of Concord river at a point 
where Billerica, C'helmsford and Pawtuckett, or 
Wamesit meet, aftd running south west 43 deg. to 
the aforesaid Tadmuck swamp. On the north east 
by Pawtuckett or Wamesii, for which see No. 5, In- 
dex. 

Tfici plantation thus granted May 1 8^ 1653 and 
laid out in June following, was occupied within 18 
months by a sufficient number of people to render 
it expedient to call a general meeting for the choice 
of officers * to manage the public affairs of the place.* 
Thi» meeting was holden on the 22d Nov. 1654 at 
which the following persons were chosen ipt ^ office^ 
viz: — Esdras Reed^ Edward Spalding, Williani 
Fletcher^ Isaac Learned, Simon Thompson, William 
tJnderwood and Thomas Adams. 

Their early and liberal provision for the establish- 
ment and maintenance of religious worship and in- 
struction, is worthy of special notice. At their first 
public meeting, measures were adopted for support* 
mga settled minister^ thfe Rev. Mr. Fiske oi Wen- 
ham, who had already removed or was about re- 
moving to this plantation. All that could be done 
in their circumstance s, they seemed willing to do.— - 
They agreed to give him " thirty acres of meadow 
and thirty acres of arable land, for his convenience ; 
to build him a house thirty eight feet lon^ and twenty 
feet wide, with three fire places and chimnies, built 
of brick or stone ; to pay nim fifty pounds sterling 
for the first year, and his maintenance for the fu* 
ture as the Lord should enable them.'* 
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Place of first Public Meeting. 

The first meeting was holden at William Plelch'- 
«r's house, 22d ninth month, 1654. This house 
stood a few rods to the east of the house now* occu- 

J:)ied by Mr. William Fletchor^and his brother Capt. 
Fosiah Fletcher, descendants of the aforesaid Wm* 
Fletcher, whose posterity have successively occii- 
pied the same premises^ 

Second Meeting-^1655. 

The next Public Meeting was dated* * Month 1st, 
flay 24' i. e. March 24, 1655. At> this meeting they 
adopted measures for the more regular and methoa* 
ical transaction of their public affairs in future. • * It 
WaS ordered that the first second day of the first 
month, i. e. the first Monday in March^ shall be ob- 
served by all the house-holders of the town, from 
year to year for the choosing of all annual officers^ 
Dplonging to the town, as selectmen or committee, 
Deputy for the Court, three nien to end all smaH 
causes under forty shillings, Surveyors of high ways, 

•The custom of d. signating the montjis by numbers, began with the 
puritans, who afiected to use scripture languaj^e in the common affairs 
^fVife. Hence instead of wniinj^ January,febrtury»SLC.afiter the manner of 
the Greeks and ^m.iOs, the Puritans wrote month 1st, day 2^ &c. or 25 
day of 1st montli. And instead of the names of the days of tlie weel^ 
they S4id first, second &c. day of the week. It is farther to be observed 
that the cumputaii *n of time from the Christiun era was not introduced 
till about the year 567. Dionysius, a Ruman Abbot first introduced lUe 
leckoning of time ftt>m the Incarnation of Christ. This was then sup« 
posed to have happened on the 25ih of March ; but it was afterwards de. 
termined to have been on the ^5th of Dec. In Geasar'a time the eqtimox 
Was on the 2^th of M^rch, which might be^another reason for begiunmg 
the year on that day. 

A reform of the callendar, rendered necessary by the precession of the 
equinox, and called the new style, had been made by Gregory 13tii in 
1582 ; but was slowly and reluctantly adopted by the protestants» because 
it came from the Po(»e« Hence the practice of ustQg a double diate fron 
Januitry to March 25, was prevalent until an act of parliament 1752 fix- 
ed the commencement of the year on the first of J^t^uaiy. Thu& Feb. 6^ ' 
1656-7 or 1656-57 was in common use from 1582 to 1752, when the New 
Style waa by act oi Parliament adopted. The third day of September 
was now called the fottrtecnth and ail tbe other 4ays of the ytas Were 
^j^eckoned eccordio^^ly. 
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jBind overseers of the fences and swine. It was aisQ 
ordered that the next meeting should be holden at 
thiB Meeting House at 9 o'clock in the morning — ^ 
That every hpu^eholder for the first hour's absence 
should be fined twelve pence ; and for a >yhole day'^ 
absence two si""* 



Third Public Meetings Jan. 16, 165S. 

The third public meeting wfts dated month 11^ 
daj 16, 1655 and, agreeable to a former vote, hoi- 
den ^i the meeting bpus^* How ao4 by \vhom the 
first meeting hous^e was built are facts yet to be asr 
pertained . There apppar^ to ^e a traditionf that 
Samuel ^n4 J'hpmas Adams wpr^ at the principal 
expenpe of erepting tbi? bouse. But the town re* 
pords contain no inioi^poatipn.r^laiiye to it. It stood at 
^he soutji west corner of the present house.^ It was 
built in Xhp year preceding Jhe ^ reption of Mr. 
Adams' saw^-piill 165(> $ipd ip all probability wsup 
pnad^ of logs, h|3wed and lockpd together. 

Hptvipg secured theijr tjtl.e to the lands granted by 
813 ttling thereon a number of persons competent for 
the maintenance of religious ordinances, and within 
fhe time specified in i\\% act of Cpurt,they requested 
Vn act of incorporation, which was granted tnemin 
the words following. 

Incorporation^ May 165S. 

f*Upon information from Maj> Willaid by a letter 
iro9i ^sdras Reed, £dward Spalding, and William 

*There was ft similar custom at Gambridgfe ai early |m 1644. ''An 
eight penny ordinary was prorided ibr tlie townsmen upon their annual 
hiec tin): day ; and whosoever &ifed to be present within half an hour 
from the rin^fi^ of the be^, shall both loose his dinner and pay a pint of 
iack, or the Taliie thereof to the present townsmen." 

Hr, ff9lme9 iRs. Cvmb. 

fl'his is intimated in a letter from the late President Adams of Quin- 

gto \v m. Adams Esq. requesting to know^ who built the first M€etin£p- 
U6e«nd Mills. 



Digitized by 



Google 



15 

Fletcher, inhabitants of said plantation, that the 
number of inhabitants according to the time prefixed, 
in the Court's grant, were there settled ; at their re- 

2uest theCourt dogrant the name thereof to be called 
. Ihelmsford.''* 

'7th 3 months 1656. Enlargement.^; 

Notwithstanding the favorable report of the com- 
ttiittee appointed to examine this tract of land, it wast 
found by experience to be incapable of aflfording 
(them accomippdations and advantages, which had 
been contemplated. 

Thi3 appears from a petition^ which the Inhabi- 
tants presented to the General Court for an ad* 
ditionaV grant, or enlargement of their township ; in 
which they assign as the reason^ for a new grant 
i th^t the barrenness of one part and th|B stoniness of 
the other had con$traioed them to situate their hal>r 
itation on the corner of their bounds ; that their situa- 
tion was near the north ^ast line, and that they had , 
DO outlet for their cattle to feed upon.' They re- 
quested the Court to grant them f a small parcel of 
land from their north e^st )ine down to Merrimack 
river, and so bounded by ,^id river about threo 
miles ; from thence tp ruti 1^>0q a south west line to 
Groton plantation." 

Jan. 1. At bis request the land iymg before bis boose over the brook 
Is granted to Mr. Fiske as a part of his house lot 
^•It was liamed after Chelmsford in England, county of Essex, which 
derived its name from the River Chelmer on which it is situated. **lt'« 
no unusual things amopgU9> that while an excellent, laborious and illu: 
minating preacher has been continued in a town, ihe place has ihriveii 
to admiration. The gospel has evidently been the making of our towna^ 
and the blessings of the upfsert hare been iiccompanied by the blessings 
6t the nether springs. There are Stw of our towns but what have thJii* 
namesakes in England The reason why most of our towns are called what 
they are is because the chief of ihe first inhabitants would thus bear up^ 
^e names of the particular place9i whepc^ they came.'^ ffv^burd. 

ffiee Appendix No* $ Rnd4. 
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Mr. Eliot,* in behalf of the Indians, petitioned at 
the same time for an enlargement of their grant. 

In answer to these petitions, the court, on confer* 
«nce with the committee, who established the 
bounds of Chelmsford, and on examination of a plot 
of the said plantations and of the tract of land by 
both parties petitioned for, granted^ that the Indian 
plantation be extended one mile from the north east 
angle of Chelmsford, abutting on Merrimack and 
Pawtuckett eastward, taking in John Sagamore's 
planting ground, and the end o{ said mile to d6ter«> 
mine the Indian plantation. For the rest of the land 
petitioned for by both towns, it was ordered that 
Chelmsford north and south lines abutting on Zad- 
muck be extended— -(the soyth to Groton line) the 
north from the north east corner or angle three 
miles upon Merrimack river and thence a south west 
line to Groton-t And this whole tract was to re* 
main * in community unto the town of Chelmsford 
and Pawtuckett.^ 

To this additional grant, which contained all West^ 
ford and the northerly part of Chelmsford, the In- 
dians had a common right with the inhabitants of 
Chelmsford. But whether they availed themselves 
of this right at all, or rtiftd^ a compromise with th^ 
inhabitants of Chelmsft^rdifor any particular parc^ 
of land is not certainly known. It is probable how* 
ever that the Indians gave up their right in this grant 
in con&iideration of some parcel of land, or some im- 
munity and privilege. For in t660, the Indians of 
Pawtuckett and inhabitants of ChelnjbfordJ entered 
into a mutual agreement, which was sanctioned by 

^Mr. Eliot obtained in 1654 several parcels of land for those Indian8»who 
^houidgive any just hope of their embracing the christian religion.— 
^ookin reckons the Walnesita among the T old towns of praying Indiana. 
,Gookin wrote in 1674. 

t . he above description agrees with the petition and with the boun* 
4aries afterwards agreed on— tho' it varies firom the origiiud tranachp^ 
;taken from the records of Court. 

|Sce AppendiZi No. $• 
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Court fo exchange land, and to settle the boundariejif 
between them In thi& instrument it is mutually 
stipulated, that all the land lying on the north east 
side of the line (which they had mutually agreed up- 
on) belmi^i]^ to Chelmsford, shall henceforth be the 
proper right and to the sole use of the said Indian 
plantation ; and all the land on the south west side 
of the said line whether the old or new plantation^ 
excepting only what is hereafter given to James Par- 
ker, shall forever be and remain the proper right 
and sole use of the inhabitants of Chelmsford. 
The' line abovesaid was perambulated in 1665^ 

Town Re€ords^ Book I^ Pagt 142. 

The plantation, heretofore called Pawtuckett, \^ 
in this and in all subsequent records styled Wamesit 
The Indians from various causes rapidly decreased j 
and having little or no use for land, as opportunity 
offered sold it to individuals in Chelmsford, until it 
viras ccmtracted to the narrow bounds oi the well 
known pasture, called the * Wamesit purchase.'—- 
1 he north west boundary of said * purchase^ begaa 
near the head oi the Middlesex Canal, and so to the 
^ass manufactory and thence running near the houses 
of the late Mr. rhilip Parker, Mr. Micah Spalding, 
and Capt. Benj. Butterfield, terminated at Wamesit 
falls in Concord river, or at the mouth of River" 
Meadow Brook. The first English settlements made 
on the Indian plantation were on the borders of 
Concord river, upon a plot of ground much resem- 
bling a heater, which gave rise to the name of Con- 
Cord River Neck, whi(5h it still retains. 

The « Great Neck' or *Neck Land,' so called, in- 
cludes the whole Indian plantation, lying, north east 
of original Chelmsford and between Concord river 
and Merrimack river. * C^oncord river neck' lies be- 
tween ' River Meadow Brook' and Concord river^ ' 
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^iterfding south West to the line between^ Ghelnnr^ 
ford and the Indian plantation. 

Transactions'^^ 65 6. 

From the origin we pass to the transactions of thtf 
town. It is among the most instruotire and interest* 
ing lessons of history to trace the hardships and suf- 
ferings,deprrvations and solicitudes' of the mhabitants 
of a new country, or settlement, in the attamment of 
the comforts and convenienoes of Hfe, and those ad-i 
vantages, which are the fruit of hum'an industry and 
exertion, and the ends of civil bbciety* See then' the 
thirty nine first emigrants entering this wildeniess, 
subduing the fallow gfound, lyirjg out and finish- 
ing roads, erecting a meeting-house for the worship 
of their God, ^nd k School-house foi* the instruction 
of their children and solicitously raising np the foun- 
dation of many generations. Scarcely had two years 
ehipsed, from the time they felled the first tree,' 
when they procured an act of incorporation. They 
had before this obtained a valuaole accession to 
their numbers and wealth in the Rev. John Fiske, 
and a part of his Church ; who were induced to re- 
move from Wenhaia, to this nev^ settlement. 

In this company of holy pilgrims, for they were 
2[ll holy by profession, the toWn received aii ascen- 
sion giflj ana a church, already formed and conse- 
crated. The first planters, it is said, were greatly 
assisted by the wealth which the Wenham com- 
pany brought with themf. Among these pious em- 
igrants was Dea. Cornelius Woldo, a man of distin- 
guished usefulness, whose house was in the garden 
of the writer, near to the well, which was discover- 
ed and opened, on plowing th6 ground in seventeen ^ 
hundred and ninety two, or three. Thomas, after^' 
wards Major Hinchman, another of the Wenham' 
company was for manv years a leading character,' 
and became a larg6 land holder. £)eac« Andrew 
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Raiding, also is said by traditioD to belong to the 
'Wenhani company. . . ^ 

Possessed of a large tract of land, and desirous 
for its settlement, the early inha'bitants of the towii 
were nevertheless extremely cautious of admitting 
strangers to share their tolls and enjoy their* privi- 
leges. Hence no • man was ^a}l6vVed to take up or 
purchase land of the Committee, chosen by the 
town for the purpose of selling and laying out land, 
until he had been approved and formally admitted 
an inhabitant by a majoiwot^ at public town meet- 
ing. This caution was |>rope'r and even ihdispen-^ 
sible to the character of a^' plantation religious.'* 

While thus ^ardifig the mbral, they were no less 
attentive to the civil and pecuniary interest of the 
town. The policy they adopted to encoifrage and 
invite mechanics and tradesmen to settle with them 
was wise and beneficial. Tne principle should be 
regarded by every community. They offered lands 
and accommodations gratuitously to mechanics and 
^tificers, who would set up and carry on their 
irades in €own. 

First fFeavcf— 1656. 

, As early as 1656 at May Meeting, William How^ 
was admitted as an inhabitant, and granted twelve 
icres of meadow and eighteen of iipland, .provided 
he set up his trad^ of weaving^ and perform the 
town's work. 

First'Saw Mtl-Suly 3. 

The same year, was granted to Saml. Adams, in 
Consideration of his setting up a saw-mill, 450 acres 
of land upon the south side of the meadow belong- 
jbg-to him^ called brook meaJow— " provided he sup- 
ply, the town with boards at three shillings per/ 

dapt. Samoel Ackras^ died Jan. 24, 1688. 

C 
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hundred, or saw one log for the providing and bring- 
* ing of another to be ready to work the next March.' 

Fir^t Corn Milt. 

To this were added a hundred acres in consid- 
eration of his erecting a corn-mill, and to give him 
still farther encouragement, they passed -an order, 
'that no other corn-mill shall be erected for this 
town, provided the said Adams keep a sufficient mill 
and miller/ In 1661 he obtained liberty to set flood 
gates at Hart Pond 'to himself and heirs forever.' 

Road to Groton — 1663. 

For many years the chief travel to Groton, was 
thro' this to\frn. Hence a road was laid out by a 
joint committee of Groton and Chelmsford * begin- 
ning at Beaver brook-bridge, and running over the 
north side of Robin's Hill thro' Richard Hildrith's 
yard to the west end of Heart Pond, over- the 
' swamp to Thomas Chamberliri's meadow, And so on 
towards Groton on the east side of Tadmuck great 
meadows*" The towns of Billerica, Chelmsford, 
Groton, Townsend, Dunstable & Dracut, unitedly 
built the great bridge over Concord river at Billeri- 
ca, and for many years jointly maintained it. 

The early attention of the first inhabitants to 
1664 the culture of apple trees may be learned 
from the mention of Edward Spalding's or- 
chard in 1664. 

What was originally called Newfield was a strip of 
interval, extending from the mouth of stoney Brook 
along the Merrimack to Newfield Eddy. It is per- 
haps the best land in the town, and would have been 
sooner occupied and improved had it not been for 



Digitized by 



Google 



19 

the difficulty of passing stoney brooL It was at 
first purchased, or taken up by twenty two proprie- 
tors, who held unequal shares, as appears from the 
annexed table-— (Appendix No. 7.) In 1667 the 
proprietors procured a survey and ascertained each 
nis propprtion of fence. It contained 214 acres, 
and being fenced in 1669, was improved a while as 
an outlet or common pasture, by the proprietors. — 
At first it was called the new field; which became at 
length a common name for all that part of the town 
lying on the north of stoney brook.* 

JYeicfield Pond. 

Formerly there was k pond in Newfield, which 
covered 100 acres of land. It lay about 100 rods 
west of Stoney Brook and half a mile from its mouth. 
Mr. John Richardson, about 1700, drained it off in 
the following curious manner. The water in stoney 
brook being low by reason of a great drought, and 
hardly sufficient to carry the mills, standing at the 
mouth of this brook, it was proposed to open a com- 
munication with it from the pond. The bed of the 
brook was about 30 feet lower than the surface of 
the pond. A mound of running sand of 30 or 40 
feet thick and from 1 5 to 20 feet high separated the 
waters of the pond from the meadow and brook be- 
low. Beginning at the side of the bank next to the 
brook, the workmen had proceeded in digging a ca- 
nal two thirds of the way through the bank, when 
the great pressure of water from the pond burst the 
bank, covered a negro, who was the only person 
.that happened to be in the canal at that time with 

^Merrimack plai^, so called, is the north western section of Newfield, 
and inclu4es all the land north west oi Deep Brook. 

1681. — A fishing * wair' was erected on Merrimack river at the upper 
end of Newfield by the proprietors, who agreed to admit any inhabitant 
of the town to share in the * fishing trade' on condition h^ would pay bis 
share of the ezpeace of erecting tb« works. 

C2 
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sand, many feet deep, and carried away with great 
yiolence such a quantity of sand as to form a consid- 
erably hjllocjk, or island of sand in the midst of the 
meadow, which reiqains to this day. The pond was 
drained excepj about an acre, over which the wa- 
t,er is very deep. The principal part of the land is 
ftow covered with a thrifty growth of wood. The 
banks of the pond are still visible t)n ^U pides.* 

Second Satp Mil— 1669. 

Though motives of common safety and defence,of 
. society and mutual aid, would suggest the idea of a 
compaict>gttIement ; }et the ease and convenience 
qf procuring lodder for their cattle,t and necessaries 
for themselves, jpcjuccd the^i as the population in- 
creasejd, to forego the pleasure of personal safety, 
and the advantages of social intercourse andneigbor- 
hood and settle at a distance ff*orn on^ another on the 
margin of meadows and brookg^ and on tracts of land 
the most easy of ciiltivation. Hence it became 
^ecesgary for the accommodation of the north wes- 
terly part of the town to encourage the erection of 
another 6aw Mill. To thip end a parcel of land 
was granted to Thomas Hinchman, William Fletch- 
ev and Josiah Richardson in 1 669, for their encour- 
agf'ment and assistance in building the second saw- 
mill in town. 

Town Records J Book l^JPage 40; 

This tract pf land lay at the ' north east corner of 
Wyiiam* Fietcher^s farm, and so extendii^ to the 
south ea^^ corner of the loi^ Pond cm the north side 

^The Indian name of Newfield Pond, appears from some aptient plots 
of land near * this p«nrf, taken by Mr. Danforth of Billelrica to /be 
Assanunnickcdm-misick.' ^ ■ 

' fThere be likewise in divers places great broad meadows, wherein 
l^row neither shrub nor tree, but as much grass as may be thrown oit€ 
&ith a scythe thick and long. Wood^s His. K. England. ' 
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' f^{ Stoney Brook and so along by the pond to Solor 
njon Keysets meadow,? 3nd by the aforesaid meadow 
and Thomas Hinchmatfs meadow and apland, and 
from thence by ia High way to Stoney Brook, and 
then partly by William Fletcher's meadow. Al- 
ways premised and consented to, that there shall be 
allowed out of the said land such high ways, as are 
or may be convenient. In consideration of the afore* 
said grant ' the said Thomas Hmchman, William 
Fletcher and Josiah Richardson do covenant and 
grant to the town of Chelmsford, that the Inhabi- 
tants thereof sball have their boards at four shillings 
per hundred and not exceeding that price, for any 
Kind of pay that the inhabitants can tuake at price 
current Detween man and man in t|iis town ; and that 
any of the inhabitants of said town by giving timely 
notice to any of the owners, shall be' supplied for 
their pay before others. And it is further agreed 
that the aforesaid owners ot the mill shall have full 
liberty to take from the town common what timber 
they see meet to work in the mill.^ 

The value of land at this time may be learn^ 
1669 ed from ap order past iio 1669, ."^^pt. 3. It 
was orderied by the town, that all those, who 
shall take up any accommodation in town shall pay 
lor a teiiacr^ lot /^-IQ, and in the same proportion 
for any lot greater or smaller, which shall be appro^ 
jpriated to the use of the town. 
' Previous to this, hou^p-lots of tep,fifteen or twen^ 
Jy acres were ^iven to approved characters, on con- 
ation they bmlded and Settled upon them^ other- 
Srise they were to return to the town. After thj| 
ate no lands were given except to mechanics^ or tq 
pncourage some useful art or trade. 

1671,-^Air8. Anne, consoft of the Btr. John T'mke, dM March 31. 
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Death of Mr. Fiske. 

The death of the Rev. Air. Fiske forms a me- 
morable epoch in the historj of the town, with 
which we shall conclude this section. Born in trou- 
blesome times, inured toliardship from his first en- 
trance upon the active scenes ot life, Mr. Fiske had 
endured m this place the heat and burden of the day, 
and enioyed in the cool shades of evening the pleas- 
ing reflection, that he had not labored in vain, nor 
spent his strength for naught. He lived to see the 
wilderness blossom as the rose, and the desolate 
place filled with much people. His constitution, 
broken down by excessive labor and study, yielded 
at length to the force of various diseases which 
reyea upon it His sepulchre is among us to this 
ay, tho' I am sorry to say, without a name and with- 
out that decent attention, due to the ashes of a dis- 
tinguished benefactor of mankind and faithful servant 
pf Jesus Christ 

1678.— John Parker, son of A[brahiun,built a saw-mUl on Beaycr-brooki 
pf which some remains are yet to be s^n. 

1717 — A waU was built round the burying g^rowid. 

1670-An order was passed by the inhabitants m town meeting, that if. 
ter this date there shaU be no public meeting for the granting ot iand,but 
what is appointed on some lecture day before, and notice thereof given 
^ public after lecture, any order to the contrary notwithstanding. 

A road was also laid out from Newfield Gate towards Dea* WaldoV 
fa;nii to Dunstable, 6 poles wide, according to town order. 
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SECTION 11. 



Mr. Clarke. 



Nothing can be morie important to a n^w 
plantation than the settlement of a pious, enlighten* 
6d minister ; who shall guide and counsel their chil- 
dren; comfort them in their afflictioqs; dispense the 
blesciings of the gospel^ and teach the way to 
heaven. 

The first settlers of this town, drin^ii^ deep of 
the benevolent and pious spirit of their ancestors, 
made the establishment of the gospel ministry their 
lirst and greatest concern, after they had marked out 
the boundaries of their habitation, and complied 
i^rith th^ terms on whiph the retention and enjoy- 
Jttient of iheir grant depended. And how great' 
must have been their zeal, to establish and ma^aiw 
the institution^ of religion in their penurious circum*- 
stances ? How cheerfully and liberally they contri- 
buted to this great object, their public records 
shew. 

Having aided and comforted with exemplary 
1677 kindness and patience their aged Pastor under 
the infirmities of declining life ; and having al- 
so paid the last affectionate honors to his remains, 
their attention was immediately directed to the elec- 
tion and settlement of a successor. Under the su- 
perintending providence of God, they were soon di- 
rected to one in whom they were perfectly united, 
and for whose subsistence they made the follawing 
provisions. 
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ist. The inhabitants of Chelmsford do agree id 
iay Mr. Thomas Clarke the just sum of 80/. in man- 
tier following, viz :-r^Twenty pounds in currertt mon- 
ey, and sixty pounds in provision, viz -Forty pounds 
in com o< all sort? as God ffives.* The other twenty 
in pork, beef ancj other flesh ; but not exceeding 
2 l-2rf. per lb. Moreover it is agreed that the towrf 
shall supply IV^r. Clarke with wood for his family 
yearly, which is by agreement 30 cords yearly.; 

2d. It is screed that the town ^hall pay 60/ in 
money towards the purchase of Corser's land,t lying 
in Chelmsford, and that they build an house onthd 
said land, which house shall be 40 feet in length, 20 
in breadth and 15 in stud, and a kitchen adjoining it 
16 feet square and ten feet stud; provided Mr. 
Clark shall ps^y one fourth of what this building shall 
cost. 

3d. It is agreed that the said town make additiorf 
io the salary above stated, if he stand in need and 
the town be able thereto. 

4th. That his yearly Salary shall bfe paid withirf 
the year.. 

5th. That if the said Mr. Clarke ^ro'w* discon^ 
tented and remove and leave the work' of the minis- 
try in Chelmsford, then the said house and land shall 
i'eturn to the town ; they paying to Mr. Clarke 
what he hath expended towards the purc!i:ise^ 
Building and bettering the accommodation. For 
confirmation of this agreement, we have set out 
hands this 5th 6f the 12 month, i. e. Feb. 5, 1677. 

THOMAS CLARKE, 
SAMUEL ADAMS, C/'A;. ^ 

To the fulfilment of this agreement on the part of 
the town, Mr. Clarke testified in the following 
words. * That the agreement concerning the pur- 

1677 Snsign William' Fletcher, one of the first grantees and a mbfft' 
distinguished character, died Nov. 6. 
*Com ill 1623 was 2 shillings per bushel. 
fThe hotocstead of the late Mrs. Grace Fletcher. 
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chase of Corser's land and the building a house there- 
on is fully performed by the inhabitants of Chelms- 
ford and accepted by possession of the same.' 
27th the llth month, 1679. 
THOMAS CLARKE. 

Ministry or Glebe Lands. 

It was a general rule of court in granting new 
townships, to require the grantees to set apart *one 
lot for the first settled minister as an inheritance, one 
for the ministry, as glebe land, and one for a school.' 
Though no such conditions were enjoined upon the 
grantees of this township, yet they conformed to this 
rule, except in the case of schools. They gave a 
lot to Mr. Fiske as an inheritance. — And looking 
forward into future times, when real estate would be 
high and a convenient situation in the centre of the 
town, hardly attainable, they set apart a tract of 
land for the sole use of the ministry (orever^ in the 
following words. 

May 31, 1679. . By the town's gift and order was 
laid out to the ministry and for that only use forever 
in Chelmsford, that is to say, 

Thirty acres ofupland and swamp be it more or 
less, and is bounded east by the high way to the 
training field, south upon a great rock — North upon 
the land of Cornelius Waldo with a straight line to 
a stake and heap of stones about it — which is a wes- 
terly cprner of John Bate's land, and so on a straight 
line to a pine tree near Stoney Brook path. North 
west by the town common upland to a black oak, 
and from thence with a straight line to a red oak. 
near to the land that was given to the Rev. Mr. 
Fiske and his son John Fiske, and from thence to a 
great rock southerly, provided always that tbere be 

1677 — Thomas Parker, is granted 6 acres of land on condition he ttt 
iip his trade of shoe-making'. 
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a suflicient cart-way between the land of the afore- 
said Fiske and the aforesaid land, which way is to 
be four poles in breadth, 

a ^L. si. G7 , WM. UNDERWOOD,) ^_ 

Approved ty the btuctmen. jqttm piSKF \ ^^^* 

5e//— 1680. 

About twenty seven years from the first planting 
of this settlement, raised in some degree above ne- 
cessity, the inhabitants began to think of convenien- 
ces, and first of all, those relating to the house and 
worship of God. While some new towns made use 
of a drum, and others of a horn, to call people to- 
gether on the Lord^s day, the inhabitants of this 
place at an early period purchased a bell,* and or- 
dered it to be ^ hung in the meeting house.' It can- 
not but strike us with surprise, that while their 
house of worship was nothing but a rude log hut, or 
at best but a better sort of barn, and while as yet 
they had no school-house in town, they should pro- 
vide a bell for their meeting-house. But this fact 
serves to illustrate the religious character of the 
people, 

Never let us forget that whatever other things 
may be neglected, the house and worship of Goq^ 
the conveniences and accommodations of them, must 
not be overlooked, and cannot be neglected by a 
people of religious feelings and habits. 

' It was ordered that all the expences appertain- 
ing to the purchase and hanging of the said bell be 
Eaid out ot ,the town stock, if there be sufficient in 
and ; if not, that there be so much land sold out of 
the commons as will purchase and hang it.' This 
bell Avas used during the first and second house. — 

1602. — John Lowell, fir^t tanner had leave to bujr and become an in- 
habitant, if he set up his trade of tanning. 

* The bf 11 hears this inscription, * 1682\ It was therefore some years 
aTter the town voted to purchase, before they obtained a bell. 
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But when the third, Tvhicfa is the present, was buH^ 
it was thought to be too small ; and in 1800 was sold 
to Cvrus Baldwin, Esq. who has recently sold it for 
tlae use of a school house in Tyngsboro. 

In j683 further provision was made for the 
1683. ministry by a grant of ten acres of meadow 

'for the use of the ministry forever,^ This 
land was in the north west corner of the town near 
to Grotoiijin a place called snake meadow. It was 
leased to John Spalding and Arthur Crouch, for a 
succession of years, for four shillings per year, paya- 
ble in corn at two shillings per bushel. It was given 
up to Westlord as their part of the ministerial lands, 
when that town was incorporated in 1729* . 

WamesU Purchase — 1686. 

The tract well known by the name of Wamesit 
purchase, was the last of tile Indian territory in this 
town. It was sold by thfe Indians to Jona. Tyng, 
Esq. and Maj. Thomas Hinchman« Mr. Tyng con- 
veyed his right in the Wamesit purchase, excepting 
one forty sixth part, to Maj. Hinchmaq, who sold 
the whole tract to forty four persons, reserving one 
share to himself.* These forty six joint proprietors 
built a wall on the south side, extendii^ from Mer- 
rimack river to Concord river^ and for some years 
used the land as a common pasture for their cattle.— 
It was annexed to Chelmsford 1726.t . 

The new bell weighs 7 cwt. and cost 1001. 

1691.-~The new charter commenced, which consolidated the Plj« 
mouth^Maesachnsetts and Sagadahoc grants or colonies into one provmce. 
The taxation under this charter, was by single and double rates. ^ 4 
single rate is 12cf. on the pole. Id upon 20«. principal estate.' Doug. 

1091.~The first falling-mill was erected by Lieut. John Barret, on 
Mill Brook. 

*See Appendix No. 8. tSciB Appendix No. 10. 

Note. 1692 — The mode of calling and maintaining ministers in congre- 

Sational societies, oiigmated in an act under William and Mary, passed 
une 8, 1692. Be it enacted &c« that each respective gathered church 
4n any town or plantation,withiQ (jbis province,whioh at any time shall liK 

JO 2 
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Sills oj CrcdiV— 1690/ 

As we shall have occasion to say much upon Bill§ 
of credit and paper currency before we close this 
history, it will be best here to give a sketch of their 
origin and depreciation. 

The unsuccessful expedition against Canada in 
1690 afforded an occasion for an unexpected de- 
mand of money, which the government were not 
able to meet. The expedient devised to extricate 
themselves from embarrassment at that time was to 
anticipate the annual tax, by iss^uing bills of credit of 
an annual existence. Thes6 were punctually re- 
deemed until the year 1704, when a pressure oi pub- 
lic expences growing out of unprofitable and calam- 
itous wars, induced the General Court to defer the 
fmyment of taxes for two years, afterwards for a 
onger term, and eventually for thirteen yeara— 
The British parliament at length interposed and lim- 
ited the posponement of taxes to the 1741. In thQ 
mean time new emissions were sent forth, expressed 
in various tenors, as Old Tenor, Middle Teijor, New 
Tenor first, New Tenor second. The depreciations 
of these bills may be seen by the following statement. 

In 1702, one ounce of silver brought 6s. 10 I-2(Z. 
—In 1705, 75— In 1713,85— In 1716, 9s. 3^^.— In 
1717, 12s.— In 1722, 145.— In 1728, I85.— In 1730, 
205 —In 1737, 265.^ In 1741, 285.— In 1749, 6O5. 

Various schemes were proposed for reducing or 
rather for preventing the depreciation of these bills, 
all however were ineffectual. * Public institutions 

in want of a minister, snch church shall have power according to <he dK 
rections'given in the word of God, to choose their own Pastor. And the 
major part of such inhabitants as do there usually attend on public wor- 
ship, and are by law duly qualified to vote in town affairs, concurring' 
with the church's act, the person thus elected and approved, accepting ' 
thereof and settling with them, shall be the minister, towards whose sup. 
port all the inhabitant? and rateable estates lying within such town phall 
be obliged to p^y in just proportion. Jtct 4, WiUiam ^ Mary^ 
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supported by funds were in a progressive decay.-— 
Officers and Soldiers of the army, with all civil of- 
ficers were paying the price of this depreciation in 
a most injurious desproportion.' So violent was the 
effect of it upon the clergy, to whom the parishes 
were tardy in making up the deficiency in the value of 
their salaries, that the Governor informed the gene- 
ral court, that it seemed probable, that many of them 
would be necessitated to betake themselves to secu- ^ 
lar employments, for a livelihood.' 

Minot*8 Con. vol, 1, poffo 84, ^c. 

Such was the reluctance of the legislature to in- 
crease by new taxes, a burden already insupporta- 
ble, that a scheme was formed to raise a capital up- 
on the security of individuals and with the profits to 
provide for the annual charges of Government. — ^ 
They emitted 50,060/. at first, and afterwardb 100, 
000/. more in bills of public credit, which were de- 
posited in the hands of trustees, chosen by towns to 
be loaned to private persons, who should oe obliged 
to repay it at stated times with interest, and this in- 
terest was to defray the public expences. 

Another scheme was projected to supplant 
l740 a paper currency by silver coin. The loan 
was to consist of 60,000/. and the borrowers^ 
were held to replace it with specie. In this and the 
50,000/.* loan the town of Chelmsford became in- 
terested by choosing certain persons to receive ^ their 
proportion of the 60,000/. and loan it to individual^ 
m tne town. It was agreed that no one should bor- 
row more than 20/. nor less than 5/. To ex* 
l748 tinguish the paper currency, which had be- 
come extremely oppressive and embarrassing 
to the people, an act was passed in parliament for 
re-embursing the colonies in specie^ The General 
Court considered it their duty to provide by law for 
the rate at which the bills of credit should be re- 
•In the 50>000/. loan the town took MOi—lO. 
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deemed, and fixed it at one fifth less than tlieir loW'* 
est current value, i. e. at fifty shillings for an ounce 
of silver, which was valued at 6s. Sd. 

Origin and value of the old Tenof, 

This was the origin of the old tenor reckoning,-~ 
(An ounce of silver valued at 6-8rf. or an English 
crown,) was equivalent to fifty shillings paper cur- 
rency. (See Appendix No. 2i.) As the design of 
this law was tne abolition of the paper currency, 
and as th© grant of parliament was insufficient to re- 
deem the whole mass of paper money, that the gov- 
ernment had issued^ the remainder was liquidated by 
a tax of 75,000/.* payable in bills at the rate above 
mentioned, i. e. fifty shilling in bills were accounted 
equal to six shillings and eight pence in specie, or 
one ounce of silver. And all mtur<e debts after 
March 31, 1750, it was enacted, should be under- 
stood to be contracted on silver coin at 6-8(i. per oz. 
And all debts after that time were made payable in 
such coin accordingly .t This also was the origin of 
lawful money. Three ounces of silver was equiva- 
lent to th lawful money, or twenty shillings. 

Third Grist MiH^i695, 

Daniel Waldo, had leave ' to set up a grist mill, 
at the mouth of stoney brook, below the way that 
leads to Dunstable between Merrimack river and 
the bridge.' He was obliged by contract to 'grind 
the com and malt of the inhabitants of Chelmsford, 
except on the fourth day of each week, which was 

«0f this 75,000Z. Chelmsford paid i305-l5 besides 129-7-6 to their re- 
presentative. 

tSee a more particular account of paper currenc/ In Do^la9S, vol. 1. 
Belknap, yoL 1, chap. 5. 
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appropriated to the use ©f Dunstable. J I'^^s ad- 
vantageous situatioa has been constantly occupied by 
a mill under several successive owners. The pres- 
ent proprietor, Wm. Adams, Esq, rebuilt the saw- 
mill, 18l5, and in l8l4, the grist mill on an improv- 
ed plan. It contains three nins of stones, each of 
which is moved by a tub wheel. The wheels are 
placed at different elevations, that the uppermost 
may be used when the water in the Merrimack is 
at its greatest height, and either covers the other 
wheels or impedes their motions. As the water in 
the river falls to its common level, either or all of 
the wheels may be used'at pleasure. 

Other improvements deserve notice. The run of 
stones designed principally for corn has a small fan- 
ning wheel, fixed near the mouth of the shoe, to 
which motion is communicated by a band from the 
stone, and which impels a current of air against the 
grain, as it falls into the eye of the stone, and blows 
off chaff and other light substances. The bottom of 
each of the shoes of the other runs of stones is a tiQ 
sieve, through which fall sand, sorrel seed and other 
impurities in the grain,which is to be ground. These 
improvements deserve the attention of all millers. 

This brings us to another memorable period, the 
death of the Rev. Mr. Clarke. After a peaceful 
ministry of 27 years, he was called to give an account 
of his stewardship, Dec. 7, l704. 

:|Mr. Waldo, was ' to grind the town's com and malt for half toll, ex, 
cept a small quantity as a bushel or the like, and according to tura ft* 
jnuch as may be.' 
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SECTION III. 



Mr. Stoddard. 



The first house of public worship, erected 
-imfx^ like Jacob's stone at Bethel, almost before 
they had provided houses for their own shel- 
ter and convenience, had now survived the two first 
Pastors, who ministered at its altar. It had been 
standing just half a century, at the death of Mr. 
Clarke. Two great objects occupied the thoughts 
of the people, the settlement of a new minister, and 
the building of a new house of worship. Still retain- 
ing the character of a religious people, they were 
unwilling to dwell in * sealed houses, while the Lord's 
house was neglected,' or to give sleep to their eyes 
Until they had re-established the stated ministrations 
of his word and ordinances. 

.- In about a year and a half from the decease of 
their last pastor, another was sent, who was most cor- 
.dially received, as the following minutes taken from 
the town records, will shew. 

June 26—1706. 

'At a general town meeting,the church did then and. 
there declare that they had made choice of Mr. 
Samson Stoddard to be their settled minister, if he 
shall please to accept.' 

1706. — The first iron works were set np by Jona. and John Richard- 
«on,on 8toney brook. Voted to give Mrs. Clarke a cow of the Talue of 3^* 
$10. Depreciation 1-75—8-25. 
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*^0n the same day the inhabitants of the town did 
UDanimoiisly concur with the vote of the church.' 

' It was also agreed and voted to give Mr. Stod- 
dard, seventy pounds yearly as a salary, and one 
hundred pounds ^s a settlement. On the twenty 
fifth of the next months four pounds were added tp 
provide him with wood.' 

The quantity of wood allowed Mr. Clarke, was 
thirty cords t the same was also allowed to Mr. 
Bridge. If we suppose therefore that four pounds 
were considered equivalent to thirty cords of wood, 
and allowing for depreciation about one shilling for 
every 65. and Vdd. according to the foregoing table, 
it will make wood at that, time about 2s. 2 1*2A 
per cord* 

division ofCcnnmon Landsi 

'^ The Colonial Government frequently granted townships, 
to certain persons designated in the grant by the name and 
title of select-tozvns-men^ with exjDress or implied authority to 
grant and dispose of land to encourage settkments and pro- 
Vide for the support of the gospel ministry* The poficy of 
the Colonial government in making such grants^ seems to 
have been well understood to be, to people the then wilder- 
ness and provide for the support of the gospel ministry. — ■ 
The effect of such grants therefore was rather a power in 
the original grantees to dispose of lands gratuitously, than to 
hold them as their private estates. At any rate, such was 
the usuage, whether arising from necessity or policy." 
. " A very ancient practice, perhaps in the very emset, ot 
the orignal grantees and their assigns, obtained— ^to dispose 
<^f a five acre right, a ten acre right, a twenty aCi-e right,- 
a thirty acre right, in the common and undivided lands oi' 
the township. This was generally done in town-meeting, 
and divided by a majority of votes without regard to the in- 
terests of the proprietors. In this way it is apparent that 
the greatest proprietor could have no greater influence by 
his vote than the smallest.'' 
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"^Before die uhion of the territories andcolomes^ ihto one 
province, bv tha name of the Massachusetts Bay, in* New- 
England,* die proprietors of undivided or common lands ii> 
some of the towns and precincts, had adopted the practice 
ofstatMigon their records, each one's proportion diereoC 
and of voting according ta their several interests." 

" By the statute of 4 William and Mary, sec. 3d, 1692t 
this practice, before that time well knawn,.is expressly sanc- 
tioned by the legislature of the Province,that is to say, where 
j^oprictors of ^^' undivided or common lands" in towns or 
precincts in the province, had stated their several pi'opor- 
tions, ^ each one's proportion being known, the voices to be 
collected according to interests,'' and where such proprietors . 
had hot stated their proportions, as aforesaid, they were 
by the same statute, to be governed by the Major part ci 
such proprietors, until tliey should n^ke such statement^ 
and proportionment."J 

In consequence of the act of the Legislature in 1692, the 
common Ijtnds were divided mto four parts, called firsts 
second, third and foiTrth division. The management of 
them, fell into the hands of proprietors, who adjusted their 
several rights and stated their proportions acording to some 
prihciple of Jtistice egre^d upon among themselves. The 
first Book of Proprietors' Records, was burnt with the house 
in which they were kept, about the year 1715. The onlj* 
Book now extant begins about 1716^ 

J^ew*Meeting H&use-^t 7 10. 

After niiKrh conversatio» and several puHic de-^ 
liberations upon the subject of a nev7 meeting hoose^ 
It was at lenglh agreed to build a house of the follow- 
ing dimensions. Fifty feet long ; forty two broad 
and twenty two bctv^^een joints. It was a- 
May 17. greed further to give for th« building of 
Nov. 14. this house 330/. in current OM>n€y with the 
old meetmg house, which was not to bq 
taken down until the new one was finished. It was 

* See charter of W'illiam and Marj Oct.7, 1$^!, tbifd yeat of *hek^ 
rcipn. 

+ See Province Law?, page 19. 

f M. S. Letter of Hon. Jatnes Prescot,^(j. Judge of Probate, for th«J 
county of Middlesex. 
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-also stipulated that tlw) town shoirid be at tfee ex- 
pense of raising..the McetiogUouse, It was erected 
ID 17JI, finijifed and accepted by tbe town 1713. 
It wjis afterwards determined to build a so^li house 
by itself of 12 feet s^uai;e.^rKl J4 high, *' to hang the 
bell in," and to set it on tbe south west corner of 
the ground, on which the old meeting-house stood* 
But on consultation held Avith Mr. Snow, c^irpenter^ 
of Woburn, it was agreed to build ^ turret on the 
jroof of the ^eetii^-liouse instead of a separate 
bouse for tke above purpose- 

Beqan the long struggle for a separation of the 
1713 ^^^ P^*^ ^^ Chelmsford, into a^rcjcinct or 
parBstu After various fruiU^ss efibrts for 14 
years, they were incol'por^ted into a parish for the 
purpose of reii^ioQS worship. In the interim sever- 
al families* in the so«fth West part of the town, were 
by an act of the legislature united with Littleton in 
supporting the gospel. But when the west part of 
Chelmsford was formed into a precinct, 0r parish, 
these families were restored to their former stand- 
ing by a repeal of the aforesaid law, 

first Schoql Ho^se—l7l8. 

We fiow come to a tei'y important tr?^n^actii>;o, 
the buildiijg of the first School-house, liithertp 
their schools h^d been kept in their dwelling houses. 
In J 7 18, Oct. 27, Wm. Fletcher gave and secured tg 

♦Joshua Fletcher, Josiah Whitney, Benjamin Robins, Moses Foster^ 
Josefih Httdreth, John Reed and Baiuuel ChaDiberlin. 

1711.— Maj. Tyng was WQUiKjed.bj the Indians between Groton and 
Concord, carried to Concord aud^ere died. Family Jiecorda^ in pcsseC' 
4i9n ^ Bnbert Brinl^, E^g* Tyiffaborp, 

Hubbard andHatcbinsou say that Maj. Tyng was killed in Chelmsford. 
They were doubtless in an error. 

l7^.*-8amL C^roold and wife, who came from punstable to Chelmsford, 
were the first persons, maintained at the public e.xpence. The town gace 
ibr their maintenance 8« per week. 

And in 1727 a horse was provided for them to ride to meeting, when 
|hey were able to attend. These were the only paupers in town, until 
^747, almost a century from tbe^rst settlemeat* 
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the subscribers three rods and a half of land, dhuU 
ted and bounded as follows. Eastwardly at the most 
castwardly eorper of the burying ground, upon a 
stake and hejip of stones; southwardly upon the bur- 
ying place 5 west to a stake and heap of stones, 
which is the most southwardly corner ; on the west- 
erly corner, to ^ stake and heap of stones ; on the 
northerly corner to a stake and heap of stones ; and 
thep to the bounds first mentioned. 

EPHRAIMHILDRETH,} 
JOHN WRIGHT, } Committee. ' 

JOJVA BOWERS. ) 

Nov. 28, 1718-^These presents declare that I, 
Wm. Fletcher, above said, do give the three rods 
and a half, above laid out at the northerly comer of 
the burying place, on which the school-house stands, 
to them that built it; to them their heirs and asr 
(signs forever, and to that use forever.* 

WM. FLETCHER— Ai^^ea/, > 
Invresience of 

ROBERT RICHARDSON, 
SAMUEl. HOWARD. 

We have already mentioned the unsuccessful at- 
1724 *^°^P* ^^ *^^ west' part of the town to be- 
come a distinct parish or precinct. This year 
they ^gaiu stated their inconveniences and oom- 

{)lamts to the General Court, who granted them 
eave to be erected into a separate r-eligious society 
by the name of the west Precinct, of Chelmslord.-^T- 
1 his act passed in May. In Dec. following a com- 

*Thi8 laDd was laid owt on the right of Rev, Moses Fiske of Braintree, 
son of Rev. John Fiske of Chelmsford, and heir to his estate after the 
death of his brother John, who died childless. 

It was ^n early established regulation that towns of 50 families shouki 
be provided constantly with a school — of a hundred families with a gram- 
9iar school. Dmtg^ 

1716.--More than three thousand pine trees were loaned at 2^£/per 
hundred for the purpose of extracting turpentine. 

1717, — The burying ground enclosed by a wall, made for 6-4</p^r roA, 
^flual to 34. aceordiD|; to scale of depreci^tioq. 
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mlttee was chosen by the town to make an equita- 
ble division between the old town arid the new pre- 
cinct. The court ordered that the town should 
ay 100/. to the west parish for their proportiona-' 
le expence in building the meeting-house. 
In 1727, they obtained leave of the town, for an 
entire separation, and were incorporated by the 
name of Westford, Sept. 23, 1729. They received 
by act of court their proportion of the ministerial 
land ^nd ammunition, which belonged to the town. 

Ccpi, LoveweWsJightxttPi^acket,Jk[atfS,1725. 

Among the S3 heroes, who engaged Paugus and his companj, consittff 
ing of about 80 Indians, were two natives of Chelmsford — viz. LdeuC« 
Jona. Hobbins, born in that part Of Chelmsford, which was afterwards an< 
nezed to Carlisle and from thence removed to Dunstable, from which he 
sst out on the fatal expedition-^and John Chamberlin, who also had left 
Chelmsford and resided in Groton — Lieut. Robbins, was wounded in the 
first itttack. — When thej. assembled themselves at luid-night^ after the 
enemj had withdrawn from the field of battle, he was found unable to 
trave} ; he desired his companions to charge his gun, and leave it with 
- him, which they did ; he declaring^ Hhat as the Indiana will come iu the 
morning to scalp me, I will kill one or more of them, if 1 can.' 

' John Chamberlain was well acquainted with Paugus. In the course 
of the engagement Paugus and Chamberlain discoursed fa miliary together. 
Their guns being foul from frequent firings, they washed them at the 
pond, when Chambertain assured Paugus,that he should kill him ; Paugus 
also menaced him,- and bid defiance to his threats. When they had pre- 
pared their guns, they loaded and discharged them, and Paugus fell."*' 

Itev. J, Symtnt, 

* There it a traditionarjr report, that after preparing their guns, Paugus 
said to Chamberlain, ^ It is you, or I.' Chamberlain gaining a little timo 
in loading, fired first, and Paugus fell. 

Paugus was sachem of the Pigwacket tribe. 

1722.-* John Bates and family had the small pox ; and most of them 
died. 

1727. — Dec, 15, Rev. WiUard Hall, ordained Pastor over the 2d parish 
In Chelmsford., the Rev. Mr. btoddard preifbhed on that oocasion* 
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A'TOPOGRAPaiCAL DE^CRIPTIOK OF CHXXJUa^ 

FORJD. 



C0ELMSFORD is situated twenty three miles 
iliorth we&t of Boston, on the post- road to Amherst 
.and Windsor. It is bounded on the north by Mer- 
rimack ^-iver, on the east by -Concord riyer, south- 
cast by Rilleric^ soiith b^ Carlisle ; west by West- 
§otA^ and north west by Tyngsbotough. By a mea" 
jfturementin 1781, it was found to contain 13838* 
jacres 5 2063 of which are in roads, ponds and sunken 
lands. It is remarkably diverslned by meadows 
and swamps^ ^qj^ands and forest trees of various 
kinds ; and intersected by brooks and rivulets. Few 
township^ in the Commonwealth have a greater 
variety of soil, or posseds greater facilities to a profi- 
table market for their various productions. Upon 
the Merrimack and Concord, much of the land is al- 
luvial and fertile. Thenc© proceeding south west^lies 
.a pine plain, called Carolina plain, upwards oi a mile 
wide, intei*secting the north east and south west part 
,of the town. The soil is shallow and sandy ; and 
of little use except for raising lye. It produces a; 
^rop of about ten bushels per acre triennially. — ^ 
The flour is of a quality superior to that raised on I 
^ richer and more fertile soil. . The natural growth \ 
,oi this plain is white and yellow pine. It lies in the 
nricinity of Middlesex canal ; and makes advanta- 
geous additions to the farms bordering upon it. — 
The wood is an article of great domestic use, and 
linds a ready market at the Glass Manufactory^-?^ 

*.6 nrilei square contain nearly 23,000. 
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The wood lands in the neighbourhood of this great 
plain produce an alternate growth of oak and pine. 

The west part of the town is generally rocky anrf 
hard to be subdued; but when much labor and ex^ 
pense have been bestowed upon it, it i& found to yield 
a large crop and to retain its^ strength and vigor for 
many yeara. 

So illy suited to grazing is^ the town, that few fern-' 
ilies even among the most wealthy make a sufficient 
cy of Imtter and cheese for their own consumption. 
Its principal productions for market are Englisb 

frain and cider. Since the opening of Middlesex 
7ana(y mucb of the woodland ha» been cleared up, 
and its growth sent to the capital. The principal 
resources of the town are its fisheries, granite, Kme*. 
stone, clay, peat, wood, mills, manufactures,, canala 
and great roads.^ 

ffeart Pond^ 

The only pond in town^ is Heart Pond, which i^ 
a very pleasa:ni basin of water of a few miles in cir- 
cumference, much frequented, formerly, by those 
who were fond of angling. It lies in the south west 
corner of the town, and in form resembles a heart 

Brooks^ 

•^Stonett Brook originates in Harvard^ passes 
through the northerly parts of Littleton and West- 
ford, and the north west corner of Chelmsford^ 
where it enters into the Merrimack. It affords a 
number of excellent seats for mills, which are im- 
proved by forges, trip-hammers, saw mills, grist 
mills, and clothmg mills. 

Mill brook^ ri^es out of Heart Pond, and takes ^. 
south easterly direction to the north part of Carlisle* 
where it shifte^ its course towards the north, and 
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falling iato the great meadows, iiiAae easterly part 
of Chelmsford, is called River-meadow-brook, from 
the junction of Beaver brook ; where it takes a north 
easterly course, until it entei-s Concord **iver above 
W^mesit falls. It has upon it four grist mills, two 
saw mills, and a clothipr's mill. 

Beaver brook rises in Tadmuck and other swamps 
>vest of the meeting-house, and running a few rods 
south of it falls into river-meadow-brook half a mil^ 
cast of the said meeting- house. On this stream, 
though less than three miles in length, are a saw 
mill, a grist mill, a carding machine, lathe aiid ap* 
aratus for sawing felloes for wheels, moved by water. 

Black brook issues from a large swamp sputh of 
Stoney brook, runs about a mile and a half in an east- 
ern direction, and then north east into Merrimack 
river, half a mile above Pawtuckett falls. 

Deep brook begins in the north east corner of 
Westford, and passing through the north west cor- 
ner of Chelmsford, enters the Merrimack, between 
JNeivfield Eddy and Storiey brook. 

The town possesses natural advantages, which 
may be the means of increasing the wealth and pop- 
ulation, so as to make it the seat of much business* 
The two rivers that form its northern and easterq 
boundaries are connected by Middlesex canal with 
Boston harbor. 

This opens a communication from ihese rivers, 
l^hich facilitates the transportation of lumber and 
produce, and increases their value. The fisheries 
opon these rivers are lucrative to individuals, and 
were the laws" regulating the taking of iSsh better 
observed, would be a source of considerable wealth 
{o those who devote their attention to this business. 

When the town was first settled and for fiftv 
^ears afterwards, Merrimack river abounded with 
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fealmon, siiacf, alewives and sturgeon,* togethei* witfe 
rarious kinds of smaller fish. With these the mouth 
of Concord river was also stored; vSome of the 
smaller streams, particularlj stoney brook^ abound- 
ed with shad and alewives. For some years the in-^ 
habitants used them to nianure their fields. Artifi- 
cial obstructions across these rivers and brooks, and 
other causes haVe greatly diminished the fish ; so 
that they are rather desirable as a luxury, than as 
an article of cheap living. 

The quantity of salm(on,shad and alewives, caught 
ii*Chelmsford annually may be computed at about 
25 hundred barrels^ besides a large quantity of other 
fish of less value. 

The adivantages of the brooks and rivers abore 
jnentioned will best appear from the number of 
Mills, Machines and Manufactories, built upon them. 
'There are six saw- mills ; seven grist mills; one wool- 
en manufactory^ and iron works,where hoes and shov- 
els are manufactur'd,and various kinds of curious work 
done,and irons ior machinery castt ; a fuUingMill and 
clothier's shop^r Also a vry curious loom for weav- 
ing boot-strapp, moved entirely by water. This 
Joom, constructed by Mr. John Golding is a great 
curiosity in these parts, and will, it is believed,-bring 
^ handsome income to the ingenious and indefatiga^ 
ble owner. . \ 

In the south West part of the town, is a bed of 
lime stone, of an excellent quality, extending two 

^Merrimack, signifies in the Indian language a Sturgeon, In some of 
the earliest histories of this country, it is called Merrims^ck or Sturgeon 
Kiver. Dotig^. 

tMessrs. Anes Sc Fisher. i? , 

B 
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miles north-east. It has five lime kilns upcm it, and, 
from which are annually drawn, about a thousand 
Hogsheads, which may be estimated at $5 per hogs- 
head. 

PeaU 

Peat haiS been lately found in sundry places.-—' 
Few eiperitiients have. yet been made to ascertain 
its quantity or quality. From the few that have 
been made, it appears highly |}robable, that many 
meadows now esteemed of little value, contain vast 
triea^ares of fuely from which future generations will 
draw their supplies, as the present do from theif 
wood lands. 

Gfanite. 

In the north west part of the town, are granite* of 
superior beauty ana excellence. They are not 
found in quarries, but on the surface of the earth, 
or partly sunk into it. They are of various sizes 
and dimensions, from one to a hundred tons' weight* 
They are first split with iron wedges, and then 
wrought into any form by hammers and other iron 
tools, ^t the pleasure of the workman. They are 
in so great demand for the construction of dwelling 
houses, churches and public edifices, that eighty 
workmen, the last season (18l7) were notable to 
answer the urgent calls, which were made for them. 
A quantity of the value of twelve thousand dollars 
and upwards, was transported the last year, in a 
rough state through Middlesex Canal, to the state 
Prison in Charlestown,where they were hammered 
and prepared for the builder's use by the convicts.- 
So extensive has become the knowledge, and so cel- 
ebrated the beauty of them, that an elegant church 
was built of them at Savannah, Georgia, in 1818.-^ 
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'They are found in divers parts of the town ; but 
the best and whitest are in Merrimack plain, or 
Newfield, and the adjacent part of Tyngsborough. 
They have acquired the common and discriminating 
name of * Chelmsford granite.' 

The amount of stones wrought in Chelmsford, 
and transported to Boston and other places, in 1818, 
is estimated at upwards of 25,000 dollars. 

Clay. ' 

Beds of clay have been opened in sundry places 
and considerable attention has been paid to the makr 
Ing of brick ; particularly in the east part of the 
town. The clay is not of the purest and best kivA; 
but is manufactured to good advantage. The local 
situation and quality of the clay, bold out advajita- 
ges sufficient to induce enterprising men to carry on 
the brick-making .business upon a more extensive 
plan, than has yet been attempted* • 

Schools. 

The town is divided into eleven districts. In all 
which from eight to ten hundred dollars are annual- 
ly expended in the instruction of about five hundred 
youths of both sexes. A portion of the money in 
each district is annually ^expended in hiring an inr 
structress to teach the young children and particu- 
larly Misses, during the summer moiiths. 



Trade 



rs. 



Xhe usual and stated number of Trad.erj? in English 
s|nd West India Goods, is seven. Two at Pawtuck- 
ett bridge, two at the head of Middlesex canal, oqe 
on the turnpike, half a mile east of the meeting- 
house, and two in the centre of the town. 
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Inn^Keepers. 

There are usually six pr eight inn-keepers, who 
are situated in different parts of the town on tho 
public roads, to subserve tneir own eipolqment an4 
t|ie public conrenience. 

J^ew County f 

The project of a new county to be formed froiQ 
1729 *^^ north westerly part of Middlesex, con- 
siderably agitated the minds of the inhabi-r 
tants of this andf several of the neighboring towns.— ^ 
Committees were chosen in this an3 the four follow- 
ing years, to meet with committees from other 
to>vns,> m order to draw up and project a scheme 
for erecting a new county in the north westerly part 
of Middlesex/ The contemplated county was to 
embrace Grotop, Townsejid, Pepperill, Dunstable, 
Merrimack,'**' Dracut, Litchfield, Chelmsford, West- 
ford, Littleton, Concord, Bedford, Billerica and 
Tewksbury, Merrimack and Litchfield, were then 
considered as belonging to Massachusetts. But 
when the line between Massachusetts and New^ 
Hampshire alter a long dispute, was finally estab- 
lished, they were taken into N. Hampshire. The 
subject of dividing the county waft revived again in 
1763. But was finally given up*. 

The separation of Westford,^ excited some un^ 
easiiiess among the more distant inhabitants in the 
north east part of Chelmsford ; a number of whom 
petitioned ihe town for leave to form a separate 
^precinct. Their petition was rejected and the re- 
presentative instructed to oppose it in the general 
court. This projept lor a separation was abandon-? 

*l'he boondaries between New-Hampebire and Ma&sachusettB, were 
Bettled in 1737. 

J729.— Ponnd wat built— 1730— Wall buflt roupd the Ministry. 
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We oirutted to notice in its proper place, in or* 
iderto preserve the narrative of the separation of 
Westford entire, a. circumstance which led to the 
annexing of the great neck,* or Indian town, to 
Chelmsford* This land was sold by the Indians in 
small parcels, and gradually occupied by the pur* 
chasers from Chelmsford and other towns, who en* 
joyed equal privileges in the town with the other 
inhabitants, till the representative, Mr. Stephen 
Pierce, who had been chosen to represent the town 
in the general court for 12 years, was denied a seat 
in the house. The >said Pierce, lived in the Indian 
town.t which had never been annexed by act of 
court to Chelmsford, though the last purchase of 
the Indians was made in 1686. Mr. Pierce was re- 
fused a seat in the house as the representative of 
Chelmsfo d, because he did not reside in that town» 
This repulse was followed by a refusal on the part 
of the inhabitants, residing within the Indian grant, 
to pay their taxes to the town ol Chelmsford. The 
confusion, into which the town was thrown, led to 
the proper remedy. The town petitioned the 
Court, that the Indian town called Pawtuckett, or 
inore comn^only Wamesit, might be annexed to the 
town of Chelmsford. The great neck or Indian 
town, was accordingly annexed to Chelmsford by 
act of Court 1726, This act included both Concord 
jriver neck, and the great neck so called, or the 
whole Indian township, lyipg between Merrimack 
river and Concord riven 

Baxterh Works— 1730, 

Samuel HotPEN, Esq. of London, whose muni* 
fiqence was extended to several other churches and 

•See Appendix No. 10. 

tHis house, the cellar of which ii now risible, was between Gaptt 
Isaac Cbamberlain^s and Mr* Sanouel Manilla's houiet. 
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incorporations in America,^ presented to the churcjfi 
jQXid congregation in Chelmsford, the works of Rich- 
ard Baxter, in four folio volumes. This donation 
was made at thg desire of Richard Bill, Esq. of Bosr 
ton. It was the donor's direction that the minister 
and two brethren of the congregation be accounted 
*the trustees of this gift; that one volume be alwaja 
kept in or near the house of worship for the use of 
people on the Sabbath ; that the otiier volumes be 
lent to the inhabitants of the town, and to neighbor- 
ing ministers within three or four miles, to be re- 
turned at the expiration of 3 months. 

Mr. Stoddard's Dca/A— 1740. 

We come to another pause in the history of the 
town, the surprising death of Mr. §toddard. For 
three or four years previous to his death, he wa? 
exercised with dejection of spirit and a partial der 
rangement, by which he was incapacitated to dis- 
charge the public duties gf his office. During his indisr 
position the town partially supplied the desk at 
their ownjexpence. His ^un descended in thick 
jclouds, Aug. 23, 1740t. 

On the 13th, Oct. at a public town meeting, it wa? 
resolved that the 23d inst. be set apart as a day of 
solemn fasting, and that the Reverend's Mr. Baxter, 
Mr. Hancock, Mr. Rogers and Mr. Sw^n, together 

♦He bestowed charites in New England, to the amount of j£4,847 — 
Hit wife and daughter, jS5,585. 
tHe was found dead in his well. 

1733— An oi5er passed to build a house for the poor — The same year 
the town treasurer paid U, for the head of a wild cat ; and four pounds 
for the head of a wolf, to be reimbursed bj the Province Treasurer ac- 
cording to act of court. 

1737 — Road from Hunt's to Clarke's ferry, south side of Merrimack, 
laid out by order of the court of sessions. 

1741— The town treasurer paid 47/. 10«. for squirrils, crows and black 
J>irds — squirrils 2548— black birds 522— crows 29. 

;742.— paid 33^ 1?*. for 192^ fiquirril^ and 168 black birds, <yr^e 
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^ith tb^ pall-holders, be invited to attend and give 
f heir advice relative to the settling of another min- 
ister. At the same time it was voted to pay Mrs. 
Stoddard, 132/. for the charges of the funeral of 
lief deceased husband, and their lamented Pastor. 
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SkCTION IV. 



Mr. Bridge-^n^a, 

« Men never appear with greater dignity thai* 
l^hen performing tnose joint-acts of worship, br 
which they honor their maker and improve their 
own minds." Dr. Sumner. 

In about fom' months after the decease of Mr. 
Stoddard, the town 'unanimously made choice of 
Mr. Eb.Bridge^to be their minister.' For his support 
they granted him 180/. yearly as a salary, and 500/. 
as a settlement, to be paid m province bills. At 2L 
subsequent meeting 20/. more m province bills was 
added to his yearlv support.*^ He was ordained on 
the 20th of May (741. 

Intermission between the public exercises on the 
1741 sabbathy was very judiciously regulated for 
the accommodation and convenience of all 
the inhabitants of a country parish or town. It waa 
one hour and a halff during the three spring months, 
two hours during the summer mouths ; one hour 
and a half through the fail months^ and one hour m 
•wint^r. This arrangement was re-established in 
1816. 

•The sum of 200/. m paper cuitency at that time was equivalent to a- 
bout $162,68, and 500/. in do. equivalent to $^ 70. \n otnce of sil- 
ver, or 6- lOrf. was accounted in 1741, equal to ;28ir. paper currencj.— » 
Sec (>receeding tabie,page,28k Wood was 10 s^hUbugs per cord, or about 
37 cents 

1741.-*-rhis and several successive years, persons were eho^nn to pre*^ 

44/ 
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Th^ pferpetual changes in the value of tlie cii** 
174.Q ^*^'^*^"g medium, or paper currency, which 
so embarrased trade and business, subjected 
tninisters to great sufferings and involved them in 
Continual Contentions with their parishes, who were 
backward to do justice, and slow to understand their 
own duty, or to symphathize with their suiFering 
teachersi, Th6 period of Mr. Bridge's ministry, 
was peculiarly trying to Clergymen, In nine years 
from the settlement of Mr. Bridge, the medium on 
which his salary was calculated, had lost more than 
half its value. In reality it matters not whether the 
Valueof money fall, or the price of the riecessaries of 
life rise. The only standard to prove the value of 
to annual stipend is the number of necessaries and 
Cdnveniences it will purchase. The depreciation of 
salaries from 1789 to 1815, has been in full propor- 
tion to that of paper currency duf ing the nine first 
years of Mn Brieve's ministry. 

But so just to themselves and to Mr. Bridge, were 
the people as to enter into a new contract, estab-. 
lisbing nis salary upon corn, rye, beef and pork.-—' 
But even this was found on. two year's experience 
to be attended with many difficulties. In 1752 

Irentths destruction of Deer, agreeably to a law of the province; ^ 

1742.«&Gaye Daniel Shute, £8 per month for teaching school— but 
in 1744, they hired him for £2 lawful money — which is the first record 
made on the town books in lawful moneys after the depreciation of pa* 
J>er motley. 

1748. — An act was passed for calling in bills of credit, by a tax of 
^6,000;. to be paid in bills of credit, of 3ie new or middle tenor, or by 
Spanish dollars, at the rate of lU. and 3J. of the tax f>er dollar. Chelms^ 
ford, paid 2Q5L 15». province tax and 39/. 7jr. 6el to their representative. 
Billerica 3 15/. 15 do. and 40/ 7«; 6</. Representative. 

1751. — Road laid out through Concord-river-neck^ from Billerica line^ 
ty Eben. Frost's to Zebediah Keyes' house, 

1750 — Town records, first dated according to the new style. 

1752. — Began the long struggle to form a new town from the corner^ 
4^ Chelmsford, Concord, Bedford, Billerica and Acton. 

1753 — The meeting-house was repaired by clapboarding with pine 
iplit clap-boards, new window frames and cashes weie made, and the 
house Dew glazed. Micajah Morrill, of Salisbury^ was emplojred to 
g^aze it, and received for his services 12/. 
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iherefore a new agreement was mutually made, hy 
which his salary was fixed at 8C/. lawful money and 
thirty cords of- wood* This was his stated stipend 
during the remainder of his ministry. Frequent ad- 
ditions were made after this to render the nominal 
sum equivalent to its real value at the time of thia 
contract 

Jona. Tyng, John Alford Tyng and Willard Hall^ 
17*14 J^"^' petitioned the town to see if they 
. would set off 300 acres of land oi> the north*^ 
erly side of Chelmsford to Dunstable/ The town 
rejected the petition and instructed the representa- 
tive to use his- influence to ' prevent the great and 
general court from grginting the request of the pe- 
titioners.' Whether it were owing to the influence 
of the petitioners or their powerful arguments, ia 
support of their request we know not. But the said 
land was set off according to their wishes^ which is 
the cause of the extreme crookedness of the line 
between Tyngsborougb and Chelmsford* The an- 
nexing of ihis^ land to Dunstable, brought all the 
Tyng farm within that town, and made the town 
line conform to its boundaries. 

About this time much disturbance was occasioned 
in the town and church by one Hide, a Taylor, who 
moved into the south part of the town, in the au- 
tumn of n5X That section of the town being dis- 
appointed in their wishes and a^empts to be set oflf 
from Chelmsford, in order to umte with sundry in- 
habitants of certain other towns to form the district 
of Carlisle, their minds were predisposed to seek 
and be satisfied with any mode of public worship 
and instruction, however contrary to the order of 
the gospel, that seemed to promise redress of what 
they conceived to be^ grievance, distance from pub- 

1755 — Dpac. Kben, Gould, taught the first Singing scl^ool ever kept 
ill town, which waa continued for tliree months from the 7th daj of Ap. 
He received for his services 1/. 12«. lawful money per month. 
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lie worship. The said Hide Seizing tin) favorable 
{Doment of disaffection offered himself as a preacher, 
and turned away many from their usual place of 
worship. Among th^se were several church mem- 
bersjwhose irregular conduct was thought to deserve 
notice and cenmre. After a prudent discipline and 
patient waiting, exemplary candor and lenity by the 
church for fourteen years and with some for 26 yrs. 
they were all brought back to the fold^ whence thej' 
had departed-* 

The request to be united with the intended inhab- 
^^.^ itants of Carlisle was again renewed and a- 
gain denied by the towa But in 1760 the 
petitioners in the south part of Chelmsford, with 
certain others belonging to Bilierica, Bedford, Acton, 
and Concord^ obtained an order of Court, notifying 
the inhabitants of the aforesaid towns to shew cause 
why the prayer of the ^petitioners should not be 
granted. In 1780 they were set off into a district 
and in 1805 incorporated into a town by the name of 
Carlisle* 

Bible— 176^. 

Joshua Heicshaw, Esq. of Boston, presented to 
the churctf a very elegant iolio Bible, to be read 

•See Memoir of Rev. Mr. Brid|;e. 

1756, — Jean. Landru and a large family, being French from Nova Sco. 
tia, were thrown upon the town and maiutaiued at the public expence, 
until the end of the' war in 1763, at an expenditure of 200/. which was 
reimbursed by the province, agreeable to an order of Counsel, t 

1763-^001. Stoddard presented a cushion for the pulpit and a number 
of Psalm books to the town ; for which a vote of thanks was passtii and 
an order to record the same. 

1764. — First voted to hire fonr school Dames' to instruct the joang 
Children. ' 

tJan 21, 1767.— In Council resolved:, that the selectmen or -overseers 
of (he poor wherein anj of the French Inhabitants of Nova Scolia are 
placed, be directed whenever they shall offer i n account of toeir disburse- 
fluents for the support of them, that they annex thereto a list of the sev- 
eral French persons in such town, with an account of their age^ sex, 
health and capacity for labor. 

1755— J ona. Barron was killed at Lake George, Sept. 8« 
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publicly on the Lord's days. It is printed on thicJ^, 
wire-wove paper with a large fair type. Both the 
paper and execution of the work excel any edition 
of the Bible, that has been carried through the 
press in this country. It was printed in 1739, 

The ponditions and provisions annexed by the 
generous Donor, are these t viz. * that the Bible be 
read publicly in the Congregation on the Lord'g 
days. That it be used in this wise by the ipinister 
of the church and congregation and by him only— -*- 
That if at any time there should be more than one 
church in this town, the aforesaid Bible is to be the 
property of the first church ; and if the practice of 
reading the scriptures publicly should cease by 
vote of said church, then the said Bible is given by 
the Donor to the Minuter of said church for the time 
bein^, not to be his own property, but to be used 
and improved by him and big successors always.'-^— 
This Bible was new bound at the expence ot the 
church 1812. 

The ministerial' land was cleared. It was con- 
l-p« sidered of little value to the ministers, who 
were supplied with wood by the town. Mn 
Bridge, with a view to the improvement of the land 
and future advantage of the tpnn agreed with ^ sun- 
dry persons to cut and carry off the wood, on condi^ 
tion that they would clear also and mow the bushes 
a certain number of times." The wood was carried 
off, but the conditions were not complied with, as 
appears from the following letter, addressed to th^ 
town. 

Brethrefi — I have been using some endeavors for several 
years, to have the ministry cleared, in a manner advantage 
eous to the town, as well as to myself. I'hat 1 might not 
do any damage through my own unskilfulness and want of 
judgement in such an affair, 1 asked the favor of Mr. ter^ 
nam to assist me so far as to assign to the persons their re« 
spective lots, and to say how many times they should mow 
tjbe bushe^t Mr. Perham, accordingly anofded me his 
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help, and the persons took their lots upon certain conditions^ 
as he is able to testify. They have cut and carried oflf the 
wood, but as jret the conditions are not performed. It is 
my desire to hve peaceably, therefore could use no other 
than persuasive arguments with the persons concerned.— 
These have proved ineffectual. Therefore ask the favor of 
the town to interfere and see that justice be done ; because 
if the matter remain so, damage will arise to the town* 

Your servant in the Gospel^ 

E]BENEZER BRIDGE, 

To Samson Stoddard^ Esq^ Moderator^ to he comnmnicaied^ 
March 7, 1763, 

As we approach the memorable era at which thq 
1765 arduous struggle for the preservation of the 
* rights belonging to british subjects' com- 
ipencecl, the municipal transactions become peculiar- 
ly interesting, A minute detail of which will do 
honor to the actors of that day, and instruct poster- 
ity by developing the resources which a distressed 
and indigent yet united people always find withiQ 
themselves, and the effectual energies, which a free 
people can put in requisition lor the attainment of 
their liberties. Tho' highly loyal,while the hope of 
redress, or of royal justice could be reasonablj' cher». 
ished 5 yet when forced to relinuyish it, the inhabit 
tants of this town entered bto all the measures, re^ 
commended by the provisional and provincial gov-^ 
ernment with a promptness, decision and ardor, qn* 
rivalled by any town m the province, or continent 

When the stamp act iq 1765, began to excite tu» 
mults and riotous opposition m these colonies, Col, 
Samson Stoddard, the representative requested iD» 
structions how to act with regard to this affair* A 
committee was appointed to draw up instructions^ 
who reported the following, which were una^imoiis-> 
ly adopted. 
176$.— Wood p« cord about 87 cei|t9< 
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This being a time when by reason of several acts 
of parliament not cnily this province, but all the En- 
glish colonies on this continent are thrown into the 
utmost confusion and perplexity ; the stamp aCt as 
we apprehended, not only lays an unconstitutional 
but also an insupportable tax upon us, and deprives 
us as we humbly conceive, of those rights, and priv- 
ileges to which we are entitled as free-born subjects 
of Great Britain by the royal charter. Wherefore 
we think it our duty and interest at this critical con- 
juncture of our public affairs, to direct you, sir, our 
representative to be so far from countenancing the 
execution of the aforesaid stamp act, that you use 
your best endeavors, that such measures m?iy be 
taken and such remonstrances made to the King and 
Parliament, ais may obtain a speedy repeal of the a- 
jbresaid act; and a removal of the burden upoif trade. 
We also desire you to exert your influence to use 
the public monies with frugality and to the promo* 
iion of the interest of the people at large. 

EPHRAIM SPALDING, ) 
AARON CHAMBERLIN, } Committer 
TIMOTHY CLARKE, ) 

Whew governor Bernard hastily and passionately 
1768 ^^ss^l^^d the General Court ; 'on a proposal 
of the selectmen of Boston, to the several 
towns in the colony, for a convention to deliberate 
on constitutional measures, to obtain redress of their 
grievances,' thia town was among the ninety eight, 

Ori^n of baptist in JVettrEn^lcmL 

. The fint seperation of the ana-baptists to form a pecnliar chnrch wai 

mt Rehoboth 1651. From this, sprang a church in Swansey, out of which. 

proceeded the £rst church in Boston, gathered May ^&^ 1665. Dou^^, 

Baptiat Church in Chelmsford* 
On the 22d of Oct, 177] — nine men and fifteen women, dismissed most. 
It from the 2d fiaptist church in Boston, united in forming a church in 
Chelmsford, agreeable to the Calvanistic Baptist principles. Their first 
Pastor was Rev. Ellsha Rich, ordained Oct. 5, 1774. He removed after 
^ years and was succeeded bj the Rev. Abishai Grossman, who was suc>- 
iO)Beded by the Rev. John Pecldiiflj the present pastor. i7ec. o/* Bap, Ch, 
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which sent committees to this convention. €61. 
Stoddard was chosen to meet in conventionwith oth- 
er committees at Boston, April 22 Ho consult the 
good of the province -in loyalty to his Majesty.' 

• January 1 1 — I773r 

At a town nnteetmg called * to know the sentiments 
of the people, relative to certain grievances under 
which the colony is laboring, particularly the extra- 
ordinary stipendfs of the Judges of the superior court 
appointed from home ; also to consider a Bill of rights 
and a letter from the town of Boston, a committee 
was raised to report upon this subject,* who at an ad- 
journed meetii^ reported as follows. 

We are (ully of opinion that the inhabitants of 
this province are justly entitled to all the privileges 
of Englishmen and to all those rights inseperable 
from Them as members of a free community. We 
are sensible that some of these rights are endanger- 
ed. In such unhappy circumstances, the only ques- 
tion that can arise is, what method is most suitable 
to obtain redress. Whatever doubts may arise a- 
bout the particular mode, of this we are confident, 
that all rash, passionate proceedures are unjustifia- 
ble in so delicate a crisis. When ar community 
thinks its rights endangered, they should always 
weigh consequences, and be very cautious, lest they 
run into a step, that may be attended with the most 
deplorable effects. 

♦D^vid Spalding, Jona. W. Austin, Esq. Capt Oliver Barron, Samuel 
perham and Benj. Walker. ^ ^ ^u ^ j- 

1770.— Col, Simeon Spalding, was present at the extraordinary ser* 
sion held in Harvard College. , :, ^ 

l771_The town cleared up part of the ministrj land, for which they 
paid 8/. The occupant Mr. Bridge had ngreed to mow the bushes an- 
nually, if the town would clear it up faithftilly by a stipulated time.— 
The condition not being fulfilled on the part of the town, the occupant 
refused to perform hfa part. Thus. it remained uncultivated and almost 
useless until 1803. . ^ ^ ^ ^^ 

In 1772, Jan- 14 and 15» a meeting house was ereoted near Heart 
Pond for the worship of t^e Baptist society. 
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*!* h« cause of'libcirty, says a fine writer^ i^ al tavM 
df too much dignity to he settled by turbulence and 
tumult. When the passidns of a people are inflam-' 
ed, reason is too often silenced; and they soon for- 
get the cause^ in which they originally embarked. «^ 
Whereas the patriot on true principles always en- 
deavors to keep those principles in view. Con- 
scious that he is a member of community^ he will 
endeavor to Come up to all the obligations resulting 
therefrom, and keep every part thereof entire. — 
Therefore, while he coolly' and firmly pleads his 
own right, he will not forget that of his Sovereign j 
but will be always sensible that loyalty to the sove-* 
reign and regard to the liberties of the subject are 
Very consistent thin^*'' We are full and clear in 
these sentiments and hope to regulate our conduct 
ty them< We at present labor under grievance's.—' 
We heartily concur with our brethren of Boston^ 
that it is high time these grievances were redressed- 
But we think the General Court, who represent the 
province the only proper body to perforoi this task. 
We are therefore of opinion that we can do nothing 
consistent with that wisdom, which should govern a 
free people ; but prepare the following instructions 
' to our representative." 

To Mr* Simeon Spalding^ Representative of the town of 
Ckehnsford^ in the General Court of this pravincei 

* We would earnestly caution you against consent-^ 
liig to any rash and passionate measures, which will 
not only sully the dignity, but finally prove the uttef 
destruction of the cause we pretend to support.* 

The following remarks are worthy the considera- 
tion of all just and wise men, when they deliberate 
on the stipends of men in public ofiice^ whether ii» 
church or state# 
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* The stipends, say they, annexed to the ofiices of 
the Judges of the superior court are complained of* 
as a grievance ; bul would it not be proper at least 
to enquire, whether this be not in a great measure 
owing to some defect in ourselves ; whether the pro- 
vision formerly made by us was not miserably de- 
ficient, and utterly unworthy the highest court we 
boast of, and the dignity of the province itself.' 

' We hope those little animosities and reflections 
that involve persons not things, and which have 
been too frequently used, may be utterly banished ; 
that you will be careful not to trample on Majesty, 
while you are firmly but decently pleading for the 
liberties of the subject. In fine we wish you that 
wisdom, which is from above, and we pray God, 
that your conduct may be such in this important cri* 
f(is as the coolest reflection will justify.' 

May 30—1774; 

To be ready to meet the storm, which was collect- 
ing, committees of correspondence were chosen in 
every town. By these committees, informatics was 
easily communicated, and the people enabled to act 
in concert. 

The committee of correspondence appointed at 
a meeting of free-holders, consisted of Jona. Wil- 
liams Austm, Esq. Capt. Oliver Barron, Samuel Per- 
ham, David Spalding, Benjamm Walker, Aaron 
Chamberlin^ Capt Moses Parker, Samuel Stevens, 
Jr. and Simeon Spalding^ 

"Then at a very full meeting of the free-holders 
and other inhabitants in consequence of letters sent 
from Boston, containing matters of as great impor-* 
tance as ever came before a town meeting, the town 
proceeded to give their sentiments in the following 
ftpirited declaration*" 
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It is the opinion of this to-wn that the present day 
ts as dark and distressing a day as this country ever 
experienced. And when we consider the aspect of 
the times, we think the question is whether we will 
submit to the arbitrary, lawless, tyrannical wilt of a 
minister^ or by using those powers given by the God 
of nature and which it were sacrilege to surrender,- 
we will prevent so awful a catastrophe. It is ex- 
tremely afflictive to consider, that if we are made 
slaves, it will be by a nation in whom we have glori- 
ed, whose honor was dear to us, and to secure whT)se 
reputation the best, the richest blood of this coun- 
try has been spilt. 

Whoever is acquainted with the annals of this 
country must know, that there never was a time, 
when it was not our ambition to expend life and 
treasure for the service of Great Britain. And 
when after all this waste of blood and treasure we 
found acts, passed for the purpbse of raising a rev- 
enue, the direct tendency of which was to entail 
slavery upon us, and upon our posterity, we were 
wiilinij to impute it to any other cause than a direct 
intention. And if has been to the honor of the 
towns in this province, iti their instructions to their 
representatives, and of the house of representatives 
in their proceedings, that they have remonstrated 
and reasoned on the nature, tendency and conse- 
quencea of such acts. But these remonstrances and 
arguments have been totally disregarded. ****=* 

After cool reflection we are of opinion, that the 
notion of the right of parliament to tax the people 
without their consent for the purpose of raising a 
revenue is utterly unconstitutional. We have no- 
conception of taxation without representation. And 

First Provincial Congress at Caoibridge, 1774, Dec. 10. The men 
hired for one year to go into the conlinental amiY, antl procured by- 
classing llic people, were obtained for 30^ bounty per man* Incidental' 
expences to each class about 8/. 4». l'2d. 
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^s we suppose it productive of absolute slavery, so 
we must be justified ih never submitting to it. 

France was once tree, but in consequence of sub- 
mitting to taxation without representation, their c»- 
4ates and lives are at the absolute disposal of the 
kinff. The Cortes of Spain had once the same 
rights as our parliament ; but having allowed the 
King on a particular occasion to raise monev with- 
out their interposition, they lost their authority, and 
the people their freedom- 

The present act respecting the blocking up of the 
port of Boston, we consider dangerous and destruc- 
tive. We are not so lost to every generous prin- 
ciple of the human mind, as not to sympathize with 
our brethren of Boston, who have in a more especial 
sense been struggling in a common cause, and are 
now suffering for our common liberties. We are 
determined to support with all our power the town 
of Boston, in defence of rights common to us all, and 
never to submit to the iron hand of despotism and 
oppression. 

it is with grief we find, that the house of repre- 
sentatives are removed from their ancient seat in 
Boston. We hope, that as former houses have 
protested against such indignity, so the present house 
will not tamely acquiesce in it. 

We are pbliged to say, that so far from thinking 
the late Gbvernor Hutchinson a friend, we look up^ 
on him to have been enimical to the province, and 
we think the man who vrould ' abridge English lib- 
erties,' would willingly see the town of Boston ruin- 
ed, and the civil policy of the province subverted. * 

We resent the base treatment, which that illus- 
trious defender of American liberties, Dr. Frankliut, 
)ias received for detecting such wicked designs,, and 
ive have the pleasure to be assured, ths^t though he. 
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may be reviled, he cannot be disgraced.* May he 
still live to be the guardian of our rights, and the 
ficourge of the enemies of our liberty on both sides 
of the Atlantic; and when he dies, piay mourning 
patriots erect a montmient of marble, (o perpetuate 
his memory. ****** 

In such a situation v^e do not think it sufficient 
only to weep at the distresses of our country ; but 
we believe that our union is our life, the contrary 
our death. We mean therefore to preserve thiai 
union inviolable at all hazards. We are determin- 
ed in a manly, firm, virtuous, and joint way, neither 
to yield to fear on the one hand, nor iptrigue on 
the other, m defending and preserving our liberties. 
And before they are wrestea from us, we will strug- 
gle hard, very hard for them, considering ourselves 
as the guardians of unborn millions. And O our 
God, in the midst of this struggle, which we think is 
agreeable to thy will, we look up to thee for direc- 
tion and assistance t May the liberties of America^ 
still flourish under thy smile, as they anciently di4 

•"See Ann. vol. 2 page 317, Dr. Holmes, 

Provincial Con^easy JVatertovm^ May 1, 1775. 
It has been represented to this Congress, that about five thousand of 
the inhabitants of Boston, are indigent and unable to be at the expense 
of removing themselves. Therefore resolved that the Selectmen and 
Committees of Correspondence most convenient to Boston, aid and as- 
sist euch'poor inhabitants of said town, with teams and waggons as shall 
procure a certificate from the Committee of donations, that they are not 
able to remove themselves. And it is further recommended to the Se« 
lectmen of the several towns specified in the annexed schedule to pro* 
vide for such inhabitants, in the best and most prudent waj, until this or 
some other Congress, take further order thereon, and render their %.o 
counts to this or some future Congress or house of representatives for al- 
lowance, which reasonable accounts shall be repaid out of the public 
treasury. 

The form of the certificate was as follows, "The bearer — and his fami- 
}y, removing out of the town of Boston, are recommended to the charitr 
and assistance of our sympathizing brethren in the several towns in thn 

province, 

£y order of the Committee ofdonatiom. 

Four in family, A. N.— -C/erJt. 

According to the schedule referred to above, 49 persons iie't ijj-signcd 
^0 Chelmsford and 54 to Billerica. JPapere onfiU^ Town ClerJc't Ofice. 
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m the days of our fathers. And do thou give us m 
Jiead to contrive and a he^rt to execute ! Grant 
that in the most adverse situation of our affairs, we 
may trust in thee. And may this be the prevailing 
sentiment of us all, 4n freedom weVe bcHtiand in 
freedom we'll die'. 

September 29—1774. 

A town meeting was called to choose a represen- 
tative to attend at the next session of the General 
C^ourt, to be hplden i*t Salem, Oct. 5. The repre-» 
tentative was instructed to adhere firmly to the 
^charter of this province, granted by William and 
Mary, and to do no act whiph could be possibly con- 
strued into an acknowledgem^t of the valicUty of 
the act of parliament for altering the government* 
pf the Massachusetts Bay — to acknowledge the Hon. 
Board of Counsellors, elected by the general court 
last May^as the only rightful, constitutional Council 
of this province ; lo join with the members, who 
may be sent from other towns in the province, ^nd 
meet with them at a time to be agreed on in a gefi** 
eral Provincial Congress. 

When Parliament on hearing of the destruction 
pf the tea in Boston, passed the act, which shut up 
the harbor of Boston, and deprived its inhabitant^ 
of the means of sqbsistence, this town expressed 
their deep sympathy in an address, and evinced thcf 
sincerity of it by sending immediate relief. A drove 
of sheep was gratuitously collected and Messrs* 
Samuel Howard and Simeon Stevens, appointed tot 

*The Council heretofore had been choien by the geneial court, but 
an act of parliament, passed this jear, invested the right of appoiutinf 
counsellors in the crown, and that of appointing and removing Judges of 
the inferior courts, commissioners, shenfls, &c. in the Governor. Qt^ 
Ramsey's His. Am. Rev. vol. 1, p. 105. 

1774. — A new burying place, was granted and given in the south W€f f 
part of the town, by Dr. John Betly, and accepted by the town. 
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iake charge of thctn and see them delivered to th« 
sufferers in Boston. 

At the first Provmcial meeting in Concord, two 
delegates Jona. W, Austin,E8q. and Samuel Perham^ 
appointed by the town, were present. For an ad- 
jotirned meeting of this provincial congress in Ca.i;a* 
bridge^ Feb. 1, 1775, was chosen a new delegate, 
tCol. Simeon Spalding. To carry the measures, a- 
dopted at this and a sjubsequent meeting on the fol- 
lowing November into operation a committee of In^ 
Bpection was chosen, consisting of Capt. Oliver Bar*-^ 
fbn, Dr. Jonas Marshall and Capt. Benjamin Walker, 
whose duty was to prevent the purchase and sale of 
any goods, wares and merchandize, imported from 
Great Britain, Ireland and the provinces thereunto 
belonging. A committee of correspondence was al- 
so raisea and joined with the Committee of Inspec- 
tion, unitedly constituting a committee of safety. 

Agreeably to the plan, proposed by the provincial 
congress, for the immediate defence of the province, 
the town voted to raise fifty two minute men, includ- 
ing officers, who were to be disciplined half a day 
every week, and to receive Hd. per man, for every 
half day over and above what the militia are disci- 
plined : To equip the alarm list, and to provide arms, 
and blankets for the soldiers, to be enlisted under 
Capt. John Ford. 

Moral Reform — 1 774# 

Though the town has never been very much dis- 
tinguished for dissipation of manners, for idleness 
and intemperance, riot and excess ; yet at this time 
it seems tnere were certain persons of loose morals 
dnd dangerous habits, who were introducing and a- 
l)etting practices highly alarming to the more sober 
;and virtuous part of community. To arrest the 
progress of growing iniquity, an article was inserted 
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in a warrant for calling a town meeting, of the fot-^ 
lowing import, viz. to see if the town will empower' 
some suitable persons to take such measures as they 
shall think proper to punish and discourage vice ancJ 
profaneness, and call to an account idle, disorderly- 
persons, who waste their time and substance in pub- 
lic houses at unlawful gaming, horse-racing and ex- 
cessive drinking, frolickmg and sabbath-breaking.-^ 
Upon this articfe the town adopted a judicious mea- 
sure, which may instruct future generations, how to 
proceed in like circumstances. The Selectmen and 
fifteen others* were empowered to devise and exe- 
cute suck measures as they may think proper for 
Sromoting a reformation among persons or the above 
escription^ ' 

The committee reported as follows. ' That the 
said Committee make inquiry and obtain the best 
information that may be had of idle, disorderly per- 
sons, who waste their time and substance at public 
or private houses, in unlawful gaming, excessive 
drinking, or frolicking, and such as are known to be 
frequently at horse-racing, or guilty of profane curs- 
ing and swearing, or of Sabbath breaking, or of any 
other unlawful and unbecoming behaviour ; and that 
their company be shuimed ; and that people leave 
off dealing with them as far as is consistent with 

food reason and justice, not entertaining them in their 
ouses by night or by day ; but manifesting a dislike 
to their conduct, and bearing testimony against their 
vicious practices, look upon them' as disturbers of the 
peace and good order oi society ; that the committee 
(KMiverse with such persons, and use their endeavors 

•Selectmen.— David Spalding, Capt. Oliver Barron, Joseph Wanreny 
John Minot, Zebulon Spalding, . - 

Committee.— Simeon Spalding, Joseph Adams, Jona. Bigford, Aarca^ 
Chamberlin, Samuel Stevens, Jr. John Ford, Benjamin Parker, John Rob-" 
kis, Benja. Widker, Dr. J. Marshall, Thomas Marshall, Samuel Howard^ 
David Parker, Benja. Fletcher and William Pierce* 
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it> reform them ; and that those continuing; in siucil 
practices, be put out by the committee to some hon-' 
fest and lawful employment ; and finally that the 
town will siid, assist and support said Committee in 
proceeding with sdch offenaers accordingly.' Thi^ 
report was unanimously accepted, and the measures^ 
it prescribes, were found effectual to the desired re- 
form. Let vice be branded with ignominy, and \i 
lirill hide its he^d in confusion. 

J% 29— 1775; 

Coi. Simeon Spai^ing was elected to represent 
the town in a Provincial Congress at Watertown, 
which was to meet on the 31st inst. He was em- 
tio powered to act in this capacity six monthsf 

^ * and no longer. The same year, the town 
directed the Selectmen to purchase 4 cwt. of sugar 
knd 300 bushels of salt at Salem, to be kept for the 
town's use. 

To all the actual engagements oh this memorable 
year^ the town contributed its full proportion of 
inen and means, and bore its share in the misfor- 
tunes of both. Coh Moses Parker and Capt. Benja. 
Walker, were wounded in the battle on Breed's, or 
as it is more commonly called Bunker's hill, '^carried 
captive into Boston and there died. See Appendix^ 
Ko. 12. 

May 13—1776; 

ANTicft»ATiN(J what; they supposed and hoped 
would be the final determmafion of the continental 

,r 171^$— Were chosen to set the psalm on Lord's day, Dea. Ebenezef 
firoold, Capt* Joseph Emerson, Reuben Goold, John Fl^eland, Capt. 
Jonas Piei-ce, Thomas Davis, John Robins, William Fletcher, Junr.— — 
Eteave was gi^en to the singers to set by tbemseires in the second seat 
4{ the front ©alleiy; This priyilege, obtained with difficulty, was all 
Ihat coold he obtained at that time. Fearful of dangerous innovations, 
the people reluctantly yielded to improvements. 
n75— Air. Nathaniel Coverly removed from Boston to Cbelmsford, 
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ifongress, the towii passed a resolve, thait if It should 
be the pleasure of the Continental Congress to de-^' 
Clare an independent state with respect to Great 
Britain, they would stand, by them arid support 
them at the expence of life aiiid fortune. To be 
prepared for such an ei^igence, they agreed at the 
said meeting in May to purchai^ shoVels, spades, 

Eick axes and narrow axes, fifes and drum^ agreea- 
le to an act of the Oenered Court. And tit another 
meeting in October 14, the town expressed their 
full consent,. that the present house of repr^senta- 
tires with the council of thd 3tate in ohe body, form 
such constitution of Goyei:pment for this state as 
they Judge most conducive to the safety, peace Arid 
happiness of this state in all after generations ; and 
that such constitution, when formed shall be pifblish- 
ed for the perusal of the inhabitants of the state, be- 
fore it be ratified. 

The resolutions adopted by the assembly of Ma^<- 
^ jjj sachusetts against the proceedings oi the Brit- 
ish P€U'liament, and the proposals for a col- 
onial congress at New-York, were all approved by 
the freemen of this tdwri. They approved of the * 
acts of court for preventing monopoly and oppres- 
sion and chose a committee to carry them into op- 
eration. A levy of 5000 blankets for the army was 
ordered, of which the town's proportion was 19. 

and set up lii* printing press, in the soii^h part of the town. Sundry 
|MLii|phIets and small works were executed at thu pr^ss, dated Cheltns- 
ford, New.£ngland, &o, J. Farmer^a MS. Letter. 

. 1776» Jan. 4.— ReKoIved bj the H^iise of RepreseatatiTes, that 4,00(r 
•f blankets be provided by the Selectmen of the respective towns in thb 
province, and paid for out of the province treasury. Chelmsford 12~- 
Billerica 18. Papera rnJUe^, T. C. Office, 

r776.«A soldier retaming from the ai^my, called at Dr. ionas Marshall's ; 
Who with his whole family took the small pox from him. Mrs. Marshall 
smd two of their children died. — Dec. 17, the first child died— >19, Mrs. 
Marshall— 24, an infant chiM. / 

]777.*Samuel Lnfkin and his wife and Solomon Keyes died of the small 
poXy April following the death of Mns. Marshall and her children. The 
lormer died at the house now owned by Maj. Joseph Fletcher, tiie lat* 
fcr at that possessed and o«cnpied by Mr. Wra. TjQtvs. 
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l^hirty meti ^ere raised for the three yeai^ ser- 
1777 ^*^^ ^ during the war. The town agreed 
to give them 20/. bounty per mali; over and 
above what the continent and state offered. This 
Ikmifity wste m l7dl,' permuted for twenty heads of 
horn cattle^ of a niiddhng size, per nian; If the war 
lasted but on^ year, thiey were ,.o have their cattle 
at one . year old ; if it continued two^ years, at twa 
yearsr old and saon in the same proportion. 

The scarcity of S{)ecie and the uncertain value of 
paper currency suggested various expedients for 
supplyii^ the place of money, in eanyiiig on the 
war. The bounty and wages^ in some instances 
were paid in corn, in oth^s, in cattle. Another ex- 
pedient was to supply the families of soldiers with 
the necessaries oi life. To prevent exorbitant de- 
mands and charges for the articles thus furnished 
to the families of soldiers, a Committee was chosen 
to join with committees from the westerly part of 
the county, in order to regulate and fix the price of 
labor and of neciessaries. 

Thus without money or with tery little, the towK 
paid the soldiers it furnished for the war; and by 
such methods an arduous and expensive struggle for 
liberty was long maintained and finally brought to a 
successful close. 

A new levy was called for^ partly to join Gen. 
Washington's army at North River, or Hudson^ 
partly to go to Rhode Island. The requisition of 

1777. — Voted ta accept the 80 bushels of salt proyided by government 
for said town. 

1777.— A Tolont^r company under Capt. John Ford, was engaged 
Sept. 27, and marched Sept. 30, to reinforce the northern army. This 
was at the requegt of the General Court. The object was to check the 
progress of Gen. Burgoyne, who it was feared would march through the 
country. This company had the satisfaction to witness the surrender 
of Burgoyne, before it returned. See appendix No. 12. 

1778. — The Legislature ordered a levy of sliirts, shoes and stockings 
for the aimy, of which this town's proportion was 47 shirts and as many 
pairs of stockings and shoes. 
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-eleven men for the continental service to the west- 
%vard was for nine iQonlhs^ and that of three men for 
Rhode Islajpd 3 months. The town gave at this 
time $iO0 bomity to each soldier. 

1779.-This year the town received a quantity of fire 
arms and steel front Qovernment, which were sold 
at auction to the inhabitants of the town on condition 
^ that the fire arms should not be struck offatle^s 
than 22 dollars a piete, nor the steel at less than ten 
shillings per pound.' The overplus after paying the 
first co^t and ex|>ense of transportation was paid i][}r 
to tlie town treasury 

Another requisition of iifteen men for Tycondaro- 
17«0 S?' ^^^ made to be enlisted for 6 'months.-r- 
These were engaged for a hundred bushels of 
corn per man as a bounty. Tbe militia officers were 
empowered to hire and theSelectmen to raisa money 
and produce by which to pay them. -4 demand was 
made this year by the government, upon the res ec- 
tive towns in the Province for clothing to supply the 
" army. The depreciation of paper money may be 
learned from the following items. A horse bought 
of Ephraim Spalding, Esq. for the army cost 9^ i/. a 
blanket 100/. Col. Simeon Spalding's account for 
attendance and necessary expences 55 days at Cam- 
bridge in a convention for forming the constitution 
was 990/. And the Rev. Mr. Bridge's salary Irom 
September to March, 8^months, was set at 3,600/. 

In a resolve of the legislature of this province, 
passed June 22, 1780, each town was required to 
liirnish a certain quot^ ojf beet^ for the continental 
army. The town voted to raise 3b,720 dollars in- 
stead pf the beef requiredi Voted also to raise 
40,000 dollars to pay the months continental sol- 
diers, and three months militia men, together with 

1779 — Capt. Samuel Stevens and Oliver fiarron, i-6q. attended the 
convention at Concord. 

/2 
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their bouBty ; for which the Selectmen and mditift 
officers, had given their notes payable in com, at 50 
dollars per bushel. It was also agreed that every 
dollar of the new emission should be equal to 12^ in 
said taxes. The ex|}enditures of the town this year 
for horses and supplies tor the army^ amounted to 
61,832i 

The rapid depreciation of paper money, the little 
17ft I prbbabifity of its rising again, together with 
the inexplicable difficulties in which it invol- 
ved the people, induced the town to lay it aside and. 
make their grants in specie. The expenditure for 
horses prpvided for the army this year was 3340/. 

ConsHiution. 

Whgn the new form of Government, or conslitu* 
tion, came before the town for their approbation, 
one hundred legal roters were present. After 
hearing it read and deHberatipg upon each article 
separately, it was adapted with the exceptiwi of one 
clause in the 3d art. In the qualification of governor, 
for his office, the word Christian was exceptionable 
in the minds of spme, as leaving a door open for the , 
admittance of a Papist into the chair of^ state. It 
was proposed to insert the word protestant in lieu of 
christian. It would then stand the Governor shall 
profess himself to be of the wotestant religion.~ 
This amendment was approved by the town. When 
the final vote was taken 92 were in favor and only 
eight against it. . These objected only to the clause 
above mentioned. , 

In the well meant, but mistaken and unjustifiable 
efforts of a party in the 'Commonwealth to obtain 
redress of grievances in 1786, commonly called the 
Shays Insurrection, this town gave decided proofs of 
their love of order and good government, of theiV 
enlightened zeal and patriotism. Committees werf 
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chosen to meet committees from other towns a^. 
Concord, to devise measures for suppressing the In-r 
surgents. A large detachment of the Militia joined 
Gen. Lincoln's army, and were with them on the 
memorable 30th of Jan. when they performed a 
march of 30 miles without refreshment, througlf 
deep snows, in a stormy and sererely cold night — ^^a 
march that would haye done honor to the veteran 
. soldiers of a Hannibal of la Napoleon. 

Pionof— 1792* 

The increasing demand for wood and lumber at 
Newburyport, and the abundant supply^ that might 
be obtained in the vicinity of Merrimack river, sug- 
gested the plan of a canal to facilitate the transpor- 
tjatioD of lumber round Pawtuckett tails, which had 
heretofore been laborious and expensive.* As the 
whole business done op this rivel: must pass these 
falls, the project of a canal held out powerful induce- 
ments to monied men, to embark a ^ portion of their 
property in this enterprize. But before the under- 
taking was accomplished the proprietors had the 
mortification of seeing their hope of gain in some 
degree, cut off by the bold and adventurous project 
and auspicious beginning of Middlesex Canal. It 
was easy to foresee that this would divert much of 
the lumber trade from its wonted course down the 
river tP Npwburyport. This however did not so 
dishearten them as to discontinue^^ or greatly retard 
17Q*X ^^^ worL The proprietors were incorpora- 
ted Auff. 8, 1792,by the name of thePropm^ 
tars of the Locks cmd Canals on Merrimack River. 

* The water in Concord river is 32 feet lower than the water at the 
head of the falls in Merrimack river. 

1780.— 17 families in the south part of the town, were annexed to the 
J|B|rict of Carlisle, which was incorporated 1805. 

'i789— Dr. Hemngton, Benja. Goold Benja. Osgood, and Nthemrtijh 
f falser, were choseB chorbters. ^ 
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It was opened in 1797.* Its length is about 1 1-2 
jniles,^ and it has four sets of locks. It was built at 
an expenditure of 50 thousand dollars. The stock 
is divided into 500 shares. The avails of Jthis panal 
have afforded a yearly di;vidend, varying from twp 
to ten per cent. Its direction is nearly east. It enters 
jthe Concord river near to its junction with the Merr 
rimack. It considerably shortens the distance from 
the place where it leaves Merrimack river to its en- 
trance into it again, and safely conveys rafts round 
these dai^erous falls. ' 

Middlesex Canalr^7SB^ 

The late Governor Sullivan and Loami Baldwin, 
JEsq. of Woburn, frequently interchanging their 
thoughts upon the practicability and public advan- 
tage of a canal from# the mo^t southerly angle of 
^errimack river to Boston harbor, originated the 
project of Middlesex canal. It was first contempla- 
ted to carry the canal as far westward as the town 
of Bedford ; but on examination this was found im- 
practicable. Mr. Weston an ing^enious and experi- 
^enced engineer from England, being in Philadelphia, 
was eipplbyed to examine and survey the ground; 

f The occasion bad called together a great coacourte from the yicini- 
ij, ' When a novel, end very distressing spectacle was exhibited. — 
jSome hundreds of men, women and children were collected, and stood 
around and upon the Locks to witness the passing of a boat, in which 
were the Directors and other Gentlemen, invited by them to take a trip 
through the Locks. Searcely had they entered the first Lock, when the 
sides suddenly gare way- '^he water bnr^iPS ^po^ the spectators with 
great violence, carped many down the stream. Infants were separated 
from their mothers, childreik from their parents, wives from their hus- 
Wnds, young ladies from their gallants, and men, women, timber, and 
)>roken boards and p^lanks were seen promiscuously floating in tLe water. 
(^' Nantes — rari apparent in gurgite vasto."}^ Some had their clothes 
partially, others almost intirely torn off from them. Mothers were s|iriekiiig 
for their lost children, husbands swimming in search of their wives and 
danghten ; paleness sat on the countenance and anxiety filled iths hearts 
of those on shore for the safety of their friends in the water. All at 
length came safely to land without any material injury. Thus ended th^ ' 
amuiemeDt of that mepiorable day. 
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and report upon the most^ favorable route for oiiak'^. 
ing the intended canal. The result of his exaniina-' 
tion was highly gratifying to the proprietors. The 
estimate of the expenditure was one hundred thou-^ 
sand dollars. 

Encouraged by his report, the projectors and oth- 
t7Q^' ers associated with theni, were incoi^porated 
'^•^•^ 1793. ' The grant of Middlesex Canal is a 
perpetuity.^ ^ 

One of the projectors^ — Loami Baldwin, Esq. of 
tVoburn, was the constant superintendent and sole 
Engineer through the whole of this arduous work. — 
No man in these parts was equally qualified for this 
difficult undertaking. His philosophical and math- 
ematical genius, long accustomed to apply principles 
to practice, readily devised and put m operation 
means. for overcoming diflSculfies and removing ob- 
structions, and for promoting the grand design ; while 
his indefatigable industry and unyielding persever- 
ance, infused the same spirit into all around him, and 
caused the work, which to a mind less penetrating' 
and inventive would have seamed impossible, con- 
stantly to progress. 

'The proprietor's deserve the highest praise for 
tbeir enterprize. The choice of a superintendant 
demands commendation* Unwilling to acknowledge . 
dependence upon any nation, or any state, they re- 
posed confidence in a citizen of their own. His 
works declare his praise. Obstructions, which oth- 
ers of a less inventive genius might have considered- 
insurmountable, or extremely difficulty he converted 
into some useful purpose. In every part are the 

traces of a sound judgment and fertile genius. 

Massachusetts, a state already proud of science, 
will in some future c^e, feel an increase of pride in 
acknowledging her son.'* 

*See Columbian Centinel of Saturday Jalj 10, 1$03«-Vhere the fol- 
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It is t. just tribute to his memory to say that \iU 
was the animating soul of' this stupc^ndous work. 

Middlesex canal, begins about a mil^ above Paw*. 
^uckett fails at the most southerly angle or bend of 
Merrimack river. Its direction is south ^J e^st. — 
It is supplied with water by Concord river in Bitleri* 
ca, where the surface of the water is elevated 107 
feet above the tide in. Boston harbor, and 20 feet a- Sii^ 
hove the surface of Merrimack river. "" 

" From the year 179S the canal was prosecuted 
with vigor and finally completed at an expepdittrre 
of S520,0Q0 in assessments, and 85,000 dollars de- 
rived from the income ; comprehending an expence 
of about 30 thousand dollars by the corporation oti 
the Merrimack canals and locks* ,,\t js 27 mil^s long 
and 30 feet wide an4 3 deep. There are 7 aque- 
ducts over rivers and^ streams and 20 Locks. Four 
of the levels are each prefserved for above .5 miles ; 
♦he other four from one to three miles. It termi* 
nates in Charlestpwn Mill pond, an extensive^ arti- 
ficial basin, which while it sjerves the. oridnal pur«- 
pose, accoCnmodates rafts add boats. The Corpora- 

fowing lineff,with a few alterations from the celebrated Dr. Darwiil, wei^ 
added as applicable to the iijigeniiu superintendept. The whole , was 
j^pared 6n the occasion of filrst admittiQg water into the canal as Air as 
Wobum meethig fabnse. 

^^ On Baldwin's infant orad)^ science smiled,' 

And nursed with fainr hand the unlettered child. 

Spread round his pilfow all her secret spells. 

Pierced all her springs and opened all her wells ; 

As now on grass with glossj folds revealed, 

Ulide^ the bright Serpent now in flowers concealed^' 

Far shine the scales, that did his sinuous back, 

And lucid undnlations mark \i\» track; 

So with strong arm imnaortal Baldwin leads 

His long canals and parts the velvet meads ; 

Winding in lucid lines the watery mass, 

Aiiies the firm rock, or loads the deep morasi^ 

IVith risihg locks a thousand hills alarms, 

£]ingi o'er a thousand streams its silver arms, 

Feeds the long Vale, the noddin|; woodland laves. 

And plenty, arts and commerce fri&t the waves." , W, 
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tjlon Qwn the Mills at CJi^^rlestown aiid Billerica, anc^ 
9ther valuable real estate. . It has also the privilege 
pf converting Concord river info a Canal 23 miles of 
its extent, through the towns of Billerica, Bedford, 
Carlisle, Coficord £^ud Sudburj." 

Opened!— 1804.'- 

' " It was opened in 1804, and a system was estab- 
lished in 1808, for collecting toll in cash before the 
deliveiy of the articles on which it accrue^." 

^ The receipts in 1810, amounted to 15,000 dol- 
lars, in 1815, 24,9;i6.— Estimated income of 18 1 6, 
30,000 — Forty thousand would yield a dividend of 
6 per cent ori the cost, and pay fhe expense of man- 
agement and ordinary re pairs.'V 

^' The property is dividpd into 800 shares. The 
toll Established by law i^ 1-16 of a dollar per ton for 
every mile carried on the, Canal." 

That part of the Cslnal, which is in Chelmsford is 
-^nFeet above the^ wraters ^ of Merrimack river, from 
which you ascend by means of three locks formed of 
split stone, laid in moriar. " The lock next to the 
river is called the first lock. This is ninety feet 
long arid twelve wi^e. The earth is removed be- 
low the bed of the river to prevent the undermining 
of the works, arid then filled up with stones, on 
these a floor of oak timber, two feet square is laid ; 
upon this another .floor of siritilar timber is laid cross 
wise, and then a floor of three inch plank, all well 
Spiked and trunpefled. On this base the walls arc 
raised 8 feet high and 7 feet thick. The walls ard 
constructed of hewn stotle, taken from a ledge in the 
neighborhood, which is the property of the corpora- 
tion. These stones easily split, and readily yield, 
^o the stroke of the hammer. The «pcond aiid 
third locks are of the same length, and consti^ct-' 
6d of similar materials. The height of the second 
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is 16, that of the third 14 feet. The culverts anrf 
gates are so well contrived, that a boat or raft may 
pass the three locks, in 8 minutes. The workman- 
ship of these locks for neatness and strength is equal- 
led by none in the United StatefeJ* 

The naturalist will be gratified to learn that on 
digging over the earth on^ the bank of Merrimack 
river, to lay the foundation of the locks, pine cones 
and charcoal were found at the depth of twelve feet 
from the surface, in a sound. and unimpaired state jr 
specimens of which are deposited in the museum at 
Cambridge. A small horn was also found at nearly 
the same depth from the surface, supposed to be 
that of a cow of two or three years old. 

* While tBe public utility of the Middlesex Canal and its peculiar ad- 
Vantages to the towns through which it passes? are readily acknowledged, 
it is greatly to be feared that the morals of the people in those towns will 
be corrupted by the transaction of business upon the canal on the Sab- 
bath. That boats are loaded and navigated on the Lord's day, would 
seem to ^ old-fashioned New-Englandmen' a strange and alarming depart- 
ure from primative purity and real Christianity. 

The learned and able statesman and financier, Mons. Neckar, justj|f. . 
animadverted upon the practice of working on the Sabbath at a bridge, ' 
built over the Seine. His remarks^are respecifully suggested to the pro- 
prietors of Middlesex, canal, to the people residing upon it, and to all 
those who watch over the interests of church and state. 

^^ For a short time laborers have been f>ermitted to work at Paris of a 
Sunday. We see this publickly done at the new bridge, which is build- 
ing over the Seine ; as if a work of mere convenience was in such haste, 
that the laws should be dispensed with, to accelerate its execution. It 
is the duty of government to consider in a more comprehensive view the 
interest of that part of society, which is so blind in its calculation. 

And the church should examine also, if the sudden alteration of a 
practice so ancient may not give rise to an idea, that the spirit of religion 
has grown feeble. For the nations, where this spirit is best preserved, 
have the greatest respect for the sabbath.'' JVebhar gn Relig, Opm. ^.124. 

Note. See also a pamphlet, printed 1816, by Cummings and Milliard, 
Boston, entitled Remarks on the Lord's day, as a moral, positive and 
civil duty. — By Dr. R. W3 man. 

1790. — Wall rebuilt round the old burying place. 

1796.— John Ford and others petitioned t6 be set off to Dracutv 
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Glass Manufactory. 

On the east bank of Middlesex canal at the dis- 
-tajicc of two hundred rods from Merrimack river, a 
large building 124 feet long and 62 wide, with neces- 
sary appendages for the manufacturing of window 
glasd was erected in 1802. 

Near it is a two storied house handsomely finished, 
designed for the residence of the overseer, and a- 
round it at convenient distances a number o/ smaller 
houses for the accoqamodation of the workmen and 
4keir families. 

There are appertaining to this manufactory about 
20 families, consisting of 40 men, 20 women and 40 
<;hildren, one hundred in alL It is now in a flourish- 
ing state. About three hundred and thirty thou- 
sand feet of window* glass are annually made, or 
three thousand threfe hundred boxes of one hundred 
feet each, which at Sl3 per box, will amount to 
forty two thousand nine hundred dollars. The sit- 
uation is very favorable for the transportation of 
glass to Boston, and those raw materials from thence, 
which it would be expensive to convey by land. A 
ready and cheap supply of wood is also easily obtain- 
ed, of which it IS estimated^ that about two thousand 
cords are annually consumed in the manufactory an(J 
bouses attacked to it. 

The manufactory consists of 2 furnaces, 3 flatten* 
ing ovens, 2 tempering ovens, 6 ovens for drying 
wood, cutting, mixing, and pot rooms, a kiln for 
burning brick, a mill-house and sand house. 

Mtrrimack Middlesepo Bridge — 1 792. 

Merrimack Middlesex Bridge, connects Dracut 
and Chelmsford at Pawtuckett falls. The first 
bridge was built in 1792, The abutments and piers 
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were of wood, which lasted about fourteen years. — 
A new bridge became necessary and the summer of 
1805 being very dry, was remarkably favorable for 
1805 ^^^ undertaking. jSl new bridge was accord- 
ingly built on a different construction froij^ 
the former and \yith more durable materials. Thq 
abutments on each side and the t:hree piers in the 
^'iver are made of split stones. And where they 
are most exposed to the violence of the ice at the 
breaking up of tjie ^ver in the epring, the stones are 
f|Lstened together by bolts of irop. 

The bridge is laid about twenty feet aboye the 
^ater, at its common height. The great arch over 
the channel is one hundred and ten feet. Tha 
length between the abutments five hundred feet, or 
about 30 roife.* It cost 14,500 dollars, which is 
divided into BO shares, and nets^the proprietors 8 per 
fept. ^npually, 

* Bilkrica Great Bridge.\ 

^ The first bridge over Concord river, on the Bosr 
^on road, was erected at or near the ford way, pre- 
vious to 1658. In 1662, it was removed from this 
place' higher up the river ; and in * 1699 was again 
itpmoved {o the place T?^here ^t now stand^.f 

It was erectea and supported at the joint expence 
of Chelmsford, Groton, Blunstabie, J)racut, Westford 
and Billerica.J Groton obtained an act of exemp- 
tion 1699. But on the petition of the other towns 
that that act might be repealed, the general court 
referred the whole matter to the court of sessions, 
from which Groton obtained an act in their favor 
17i6.§ Dracut, Dunstable and Westford, were hol- 

• The average width of Merrimack river in the town of Chel^isford if 
400 yards. 
. t Farmer*? Historical Memoir of Billerica. 

J Papers in the Town-Clerk's office. 

) Records of court in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth^ 
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den till 1737, and Chelmsford, till 1792. Thq 
bridge is now the sole property, and maintained at 
the expence of Billerica. 

The first bridge at the mouth of Concord river 
j*jm^ was about twenty rods below the present. — 
It was blown down by a*gale of wind before 
it Was entirely finished. The second bridge was just 
below the one now standing. The third and last 
was built 181^, at the joint expencp ol Tewksb'ury 
and Chelmsford. 

Death of Mr. Bridge, Oct. 4, 1792. 

Again are we arrived at that period in our history, 
which reminds us of the perishing nature of men 
and things. The altar and he that ministered at ii 
grew old together, and were ready to be dissolved. — ^ 
The second meeting house had stood 80 years, when 
it was taken down that a more beautiful and elegant 
edifice might be erected in its place. So the clayey 
tabernacle of Him, who had ofiiciated in it more than 
fifty one years was dissolved Oct. 4, 1792, that he 
might have a building of God, a house not made >vith 
hands etcrisal in the heavens. 

1790— Fulliog; mUl erected by M. Hale. 

1792 — Wall built round the west Burying ground at the town^s exr 
pence. 

1793— Voted to tell the old BelHand buj a pew on$ of 700 wt— Ra{s/ 
«d 110^. for this purpose. . ^ 
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SECTION V. 



*Mt. Packard. 



THE puFDoses of man are often ii^errupted and 
broken off; but the counsels of God stand fast for- 
ever. His plans regularly progress towards their 
accomplishment. I^ath which frustrates human 
purposes, retards not those of the Almighty. He 
iempioys a multitude of agents in effecting his designs, 
and when one fails, he sets another in his place**-- 
The third house of worship began in 1792, was near- 
ly finished ; but there was none to minister at its al- 
tar. Diyine providence (H'e pared them a man af- 
ter h)3 own heart, and sent him unto them in the 
fulness of the biasings of the gospel of peaqe* 

May 13-^1793. 

The town concurred with the chmrch in giving 
|Vfr. Hezekiah Packard a call to settle in the minis- 
try in Chelmsford. It was also voted to give him 
for his support 100/. per year, during his ministry in 
|;;helmsford, and 200/. as a settlement. 

October 3. 

The Committee reported to the town that the 
bouse* was finished according to agreement The 
town accepted their report. And on the 16th day 
of October 1793, the Rev. Mr. Packard was ordain- 
jed to the pastoral care of the church and society ip 
Chelmsford. 

f This hoase, raised In 1793, is 64 bj 48 feet. 
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Social .Library — 1 794. 

In the year following he formed the design of e^ 
fablishing a social Library. Having communicated 
his intention and obtained a sufficient number of sub- 
scribers, on the 6th ot January 1794, a meeting was 
called and the society organized. 

A voluntary annual assessment on the shares, to- 
gether with a constant accession of new members^ 
enable the executive Committee to make yearly ad- 
ditions to the Library and provide for necessary re- 
iti\9. P^i^* ^^ January 1812, the Society was in- 
corporated by tne name and style of the 
^ Proprietors of the Social Library in the town of 
Chelmsford." The Library consists of 350 volumes, 
and is a collection of well chosen, useful books. A- 
mong which is Doctor Rees' Cyclopaedia, the most 
valuable and expensive work, ever printed in this 
country. The number of members is about eighty. 
The price of a new share three dollars and fifty cts. 
The Library may be estknated at about a thousand 
dollars. 

The writer laments the necessity he is under^ as 
an historian^ to record an event,which sullies the well 
earned reputation of the town for justice and kindness 
to their ministers. 

For one hundred and forty years no record is to 
be found of the town's refusing to make up depre- 
ciations in the stated salary or to grant the requests 

1794 — Maj. John JEOinot gave ten dollars to the town, for the purchase 
of a new pall. 

1794-A plao of the town was taken bj order of Court.^95,a comaittet 
of 12 chosen to inspect schools. 

1799 — Voted to lay ont a road from the meeting house to golden cotc. 
It was accordingly laid out but not made. 

1800—^' The town voted that the petitioners from the north east part 
of Chelmsford be set off to unite with a part of Dracut ; and that the lit- 
tie canal, so called, should be the line between Chelmsford and the con*^ 
tern plated parish ** 

1801— The Hearse built. 
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of their Pastors for needed assistance.* This yea^ 
the Rev. Mr. Packard requefsted the town to make' 
up the depreciations in his salary; but the tow^ri 
dismissed the article without acting u|)on it. At 
iv a subsequent nieeting they agi-eed to add 

^^ 20L to his salary for six years. This vote 
jrji > was reconsidered at the next meeting, and 

^^^ the addition granted was not assessed until 
after it was found to be recoverable by a legal pro- 
cess. ; 

Mr. Packafd's pectiniary embarrassments conspir- 
ing with the general aspect Of the times aftd pecu- 
liar circumstances of the pla6e seemed to intimate to 
him the inrfperioiis diity of dissolving his mifiisteriai 
relation v^ith this people and church and seeking an 
establishment in some part of the Vineyard of the 
Lord, whicih promised a more ample reward for his 
labors, and held out a brighter pfospect of useful^ 
ness. 

The best illustration of hfe views and feelings and 
the most honorable testimony, we can give of his 
correct sentiments and feelings on this . momentous 
subject, will be found in the proposals he made td 
the town for a dismission. 

July— 5^16024 

** You cannot be unacquainted with my embarrass- 
ments, nor with my wishes and endeavours to ex-: 
tricate myself from thena and secure a comfortably 
living among you. You all must be sensible that the 
means of building, buying, or securing any permanent 
place of residence ar6 without my reach. 

^ When I take into view my^own situation and that 
6f the town I am led to hope that my removal oii 
the whole will not disserve the cause of religion 
in this? place, and I atn persuaded will be to mf 

^^t Memorial in iB/iT- 
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own advantage. My good wishes will attend you 
andyour children ; and 1 hope that >e very step we 
take will be such as will bear reflection ! 

As my ministry has been short in this place, it 
may be expected by many that I refund a part or 
the whole of my settlement. This subject I acknowl- 
edge deserves enquiry and adjustment. And 1 now 
declare myself willing to pay to the town whatever 
part of that sum may appear due after the follow^ 
mg reasonable deductions. 

I. The usual period of ministerial life is found by 
calculation to be 28 years. The part of that period 
I have spent with you claims its proportion of my 
settlemejit. 

II. To retain the spirit of the civil contract be- 
tween a minister and his people the vahie of his 
salary must be preserved. The town therefore 
will not shrink from an impartial en(*}uiry into the 
depreciations of my salary, nor decline an allow- 
ance equal to their just amount* 

III. Having put the ministerial lot into a better 
condition, it is reasonable that the money laid out 
upon it over and above the receipts should be re- 
funded.^' . 

On the foregoing principles an adjusttiient was 
made between the town and Mr. Packard, and the 
civil contract dissolved July 5, 1802* 
J ] r 11 '' "1 '^^ church chose a committee and in- 

^ vested them with powers to dismiss and 

recommend their Pastor." — A council being called, 
sanctioned the foregoing transactions, and together 
with the aforesaid Committee recommended the 
Rev* Mr. Packard* to the work of the Ministry 
wherever Divine providence might call him. 

A door of more extensive usefulness was provi- 
dentially opened to him at Wiscasaei in the District 
of Mdine, where he was installed Sept. 8, J8u2. 

Mr. Packard^fl valedictory termon, was preached Aug, 1, 1802, 
from Rom. 15 ; 1, 2, 3- L 
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SEQtlON ViC 



AT no period perhaps since the first settlement of 
the town were the minds of thie people so disaffec- 
ted towards one another as after the dismission of 
Rev. Mr. Packard; neither were thej ever placefd , 
in circumstances so unfavorable to the re-establish- 
ment of the gospel ministry. Grieved and sadly 
disappointed by his removfil, m^ny could hardly 
brook the thought of ^ successor. Some were in- 
difierent to religion, and indisposed to encourage the 
raaintcHance of its institutions. The north eastern 
section of the town were dtsirous of uniting with a 
part of Dracut to form a new Society; and had been 
making great exertions for several years to accom- 
plish their object. Under these circumstances the 
prospect of a speedy resettlement of the christian 
ministry was doubtful and gloomy. 

But time, which often changes men's feelings as it 
does their circumatances, had in the course of a year 
altered in some degree their dispositions towards 
one another; and the force o£ habit, uniUng with a 
sense of duty and love of order, produced a general 
wish to re-establish the stated ministrations of the 
word and ordinances of God. Accordingly the 
church and town with a harmony hardly to have 
been expected, invited the compiler to take the pas- 
toral care of them. They offered him for his sup- 
port a salary of 500 dollars per year, and a settle- 
ment of 333 dollars. He accepted their invitatioa 
and proposals, and was ordain#d Nov. 16, 1803. 
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First Carding Machine. 

^HOSE discoveries and improvements in the me,- 
chanic arts which facihtate the attainment of the 
necessaries and conveniences of Hfe, deserve the 
care and patronage of the frjends and benefactors of 
mankind* Mr. |V|oses Hale in ISOl, fi(«t set up si 
fjarding machine in his mill on river n^eadow brook. 
During the year 1802, he carded eight thousand 
pounds, and between ten and ^eleven thousand ti^ 
succeeding year. 

Lodge— 1 SOS- 
Sometime in the year 1808, sundry brethren from 
the towns of Chelmsford, Dracut and Tewksbury^ 

})ctitioned the grand Lodge of Massachusetts for 
eave to erect a new Lodge in Chelmsford at Paw- 
tuckett falls. The grand Lodge, having taken this 
request into their ipost serious consideration, grants 
ed a charter, authorising certain persons from the a- 
foresaid towns to constitute and organize a Lodge 
under the superintendance of Capt. Isaac Coburn^ 
Master, and by the name of Pawtuckett Lodge in 
Chelmsford. Oct. 12, 1809, the Lodge was conse- 
crated ixkJOueForm. In 1815, it was removed to 
the centre of the town, where its meetings are now 
regularly holden.* 

•The grand Lodge nr^ conducted by the mo«t worshipful Timothy 
Whiting) Esq. of Lancaster, as grand Master. It was opened in the morn* 
ing with prayer by the Rev. K. Ripley, grand Chaplain of Concord.— 
Jhe public solemnities were introduced by an address to the throne of 
grace^ from Rev. Thomas Beede of Wilton. A discourse was delivered 
hj the Compiler, from Philip. 4-8, and published at the request of the 
fraternity. 

1812- -The depk was newly trimmed. The front and sides were cov- 
ered with red damask silk, the floor with a carpet, the seat with a cush- 
ion, and the window ornamented with curtains. A suit of clothes was al- 
so given to the pastor. All at the expence of the Ladies, amounting jjtsb 
^out$89. . % 

L2 
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DCring the lafe restrictions upon commerce and 
1813 unhappy war with Great Britain, the at- 

tention Of monjed men was considerably dir 
rected to domestic mapufactures. There being a 
very commodious seat for a manufactory on Concord 
river, about three hundred rods from its entrance in- 
to Merrimack river, Capt. Piiineas Whiting and 
Col. Josiah Fletcher, erected in i813, a large build- 
ing of 60 feet long. 50 feet wide and 40 feet high, for 
a cottori manufactory. • It cost about twenty five 
hundred dpUara 

In 1813, they sold the building to Mr. Thomas 
Hurd, an enterprising gentleman Troqa Charlestown, 
who rejiaired and fitted it for a woolen manufactory. 
Sixteen looms, worked by water, are employed in 
making satinet ; of which about 120 yards per day are 
zuanufactured. This estimate includes the colour- 
ing, carding and spinning of the wool, weaving an4 
dressing the cloth. It employs of both sexes, about 
twenty persons. 

JIf acAtnery— 16 Looms, worked by water— 1 
Winder of 50 bobbins— 1 do. for warping 8 spindles, 
— Warping apparatus — I Columbian spinner o( two 
hundrea spindles — 3 large f oppers for dying — one 
for blue, of 400 gallons— two smaller for other col- 
ours-*^3 double carding machines, &c. &c. 

In 1814, a plan was devised and adopted by th^ 
18U. ^^^^"^1 ^^^ building a number of tombs, on the 
south west side of the old burying ground. — r 
Several of which were bqilt in 1814, others in 1815 
and 1816. They were constructed of split stonesi 
of the poorest sort of granite except the head, or 
tomb-stone, which is ol Chelmsford best granite.-^^ 
The expense of them was from sixty to a hundre<^ 
dollars a piece, according to the care and labor be- 
stowed in the workmanship. This, range of tombs, 
js a great ornameifi to the place and a conveniei^ee 
to the possessors. 
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The same year, a new burying ^ound was pi^ 
ebased by the town. . It is located m the north em^ 
part of the town near Pawtuckett falls, 

The rernarlptUe and destructive gale, experieno- 
1815 ed through New-England, Sept la, upset 
and mored out of their place mocit of the 
small buildings, and several barns in this town."*^ — > 
Col. Joseph Powers, his nephew pi 16 and aon of 8 
years olp, were wonderfully preserved. They 
were at work in the bam, and happened to be in 
the linter at the moment when it fell. They were 
buried under its ruins. Col; Bowers ftpd hk son 
were uninjured. His nephew Milo F. pyam had 
\ns head fio hardly pressed between two timbers as 
to start his eye-balls from their sockets ; he was 
timely relievep, and in a few weeks recoyered hi^ 
health. 

A considerable proportion of the fruit apd forest 
trees was broken aown, eradicated, or prostrated to. 
the ground. 

The wood blown down and destroyed in Chelms- 
ford, is estimated at 50,000 cords. 

A very large elm of 60 years growth, before the 
bouse of Maj. Nathl. Howard, was blown down, 
which contained on measurement 8 i-2 cords of 
wood. It was 4 1-2 feet diameter at the groun4 
and 14 feet in circumference. 

A storm similai* to that ui 1815, was experienee^ 
in New-England, Aug. |5, l635. ** Many houses 
were blown dowp,many more uncovered. The Indiaq 
com was beat down to the ground so as not to rise 
again. The tide a;: Narraganset rose 20 feet per-r 
pendicutarly. Xhe Indians were obliged to betake 
themselves to the trees, and yet many of them were 
drowned by the return of the tide before the usual 

*The barns of Mr. Samuel Marsha]], sen. Co]. Bowers and M^. Haj* 
wood, together with a bam of Mr. Joei Mansfield, were blown down. 
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iiour.^** •* Imnjense numbers of the forest tr^e* 
.v^ere destroyeA'^t Npne now living in these parts, 
neither English nor Indian, had seen the lijce. The 
extremity pf it continued five or six hgui^t 

Several new mills were built, a s^w-imiU on deep 
brook^ by Me^i?* Chambei^ljai^. A saw 
and grist mill, at Pawtuckett falls, by Mr. 
Luke Bowers .and jsons ; a ^ist miller the Lockj^ 
jand canals gn Merrimack river, hv Mr. N. Tyler^- 
and a sawmill on Beayer Brook, by Mr. Mose^ 
Hale. 

•Hubb^ tHutchink .tMprt6|^;r 
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1817. 



This year the following memorial was presented to thetowftr^ 
mihich as it contains a detail of its transactions^ relative to the 
support of the gospel from its first settlement to the present time, 
is deemedTTDorthy of being transmitted to posterity. 

A MEMORIAL, 

Addressed to the Inhabitants of the town o/Chelmsford» 

When I accepted your invitation to settle in the 
gbapel ministry among you, I considered the terms 
which you proposed liberal, and adequatjs to a com- 
fortable support. , Having had no experience of the 
ex pence of maintaining a family, and totally unac- 
quainted* with the peculiar circumstances of the town^ 
that have raised the price of real estate and of sundry ^ 
articles of living to a height before unknown, I had 
great confidence that should my stipulated support 
prove on trial insufficient for the Remands of the sta- 
tion I was to fill, 1 should find a ready resource in 
that justice and kindness, which for almost a century 
and a l>alf after the first settlement of the town dis* 
tinguished its inhabitants in relation to their minis^* 
ters/ 

Relying on your christian feelings and principles 
together with the example of your ancestors in their 
conduct towards those, who mbistered unto them ia 
holy things, that my usefulness would not be im- 
pressed by pecuniary wanty or my ministry brought 
to aa untimely end by those disheartening circum- 
stances, which it is always in the power of Christiaii^ 
communities to prevent or remedy, 1 felt willing to 
make every possible sacrifice of a personal nature to* 
promote your temporal and spiritual interests, and- 
secure at length a peaceful assylum for my bones by 
the side of the mortal remains of those who had 
gone before^ in the christian ministry in this place. 
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fcntering into your service with these hopes, And. 
destitute of that experience, which is the best guide 
to a just estimate of the necessary expenditures of 
maintaining a public station, which has numerous 
and constant demands on the pecuniary resources of 
those who exercise the gospel ministry; i soon 
found an insurmountable obstacle to my usefulness 
and comfort, and an impenetrable cloud spread 
over my future prospect by the utter Want of 
competent means eitner to purchase, or build a 
house. Confident that you ijrould see the difficulty 
of my obtaining one, and the reasonableness of af- 
fording some aid either by building on the ministerial 
land or in some other waj, which your wisdom mi^ht 
isuggest, I made application in 1804 for some assist** 
since in building or purchasing a house. But th^ 
article, when it came before the town^ was dismis- 
sed without discussion or commitment* 

Thus disappointed in my most sanguine expecta- 
tion of a favorable hearing from the town, I had no 
other alternative but to take a dismission within a 
few montlis after I was ordained, or make great ef- 
forts and sacrifices without much hope of success in 
attempting to procure a shelter from the storm, and 
& hiding place from the tempest. As a request for 
k dismibsion, would wear the appearance of trifling 
with a most solemn engagement, I lelt it my duty 
to make trial of all the means in my power to ob- 
tain a permanent habitation. For many ^ears I have 
endured great hardships, suffering ana fatigue by* 
laboring in the field and instructing youth in addi- 
tion to the preparatory labors of the pulpit and the 
numerous calls of parochial duty. By those la- 
borious employments and unwearied excrti >ns of 
body and mind, I had hoped to extricate myself 
from embarrasment and debt, so as to pass the even- 
ing of my days in greater devotedness to the great 
objects of tlie gospel ministry; when unexpectd 
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changes m the political state of the country dauscd ^ 
t*apid depreciatjon of money, and deprived me of thd 
hope, cithcfr of paying my debts, or supporting my 
family^ or of pursuing my ministerial labors with any 
satisfoction to myself or profit to you. 

Since my settlement the price of labor and of ali 
the necessaries of life has been greatly augmented 
It is a fact well knowd to you, that fof several years 
past I have paid for the articles purchased oi you, 
for sonie double, for some more than double, for 
some nearly double, and for others one third more 
than I gave when I first settled. It is a fact, well - 
known also, that scarcely any article can be purchas* 
cd in this town dny thing short of the market price ; 
and seldom for the market price. 

Within the last ten jears almost every 
man, supported by a salary m the civil department, 
has had it very considerably increased. It is stated 
in a late report of a committer of Congress, that the 
salaries of the heads of department^ and even of the 
lowest clerks in the United States government have 
been repeatedly augmented within a few years. The 
price of wood, with which most of my predecessors 
were supplied 30 cords annually by the town^ has 
b^en continually rising and will in this place continue 
to increase,, by reason of the facilities to market, af- 
forded by the canal,and the immense consumption of 
wood at the ^lass manufactory. It is an acknowU 
edged principle of justice and equity, that an annual 
stipend or salary ought to preserve its origin^ value, 
and if it exceeds it by change of times, it ought to be 
reduced 

To depreciation of money I am forced to add oth- 
er discouragements. During the late war, finding 
the pressure from incompetency of support so great 
as to leave me no means of obtaining wood for my 
family and stud^ I presented a request to the town 
for assfstaQpc in thi^ article ; but my request wats rr^^ 
jected. ^ 
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til 18f4 a committee was cboscri by the Wwn af 
the request of sundry individuals, " to confer with 
tne on the depreciation of mj salary and thei im- 

^oveinents made on the ministerial lands ;'' and thcf 
result of this conference was the following' report. 
The comtoittee &c. beg leave to report, that they 
have attended that service, heard' th€ statement of 
Mr. Allen^ aftid exanwned the improvements on said 
land. And although the committee are sensible 
that his salary has in some measure depreciated v 
yet they forbear at this time to recommend to the 
town to incteise it. Biit the committee on viewing 
the very great and permanent improvements, made 
by Mr; Ax^lek on the ministerial lands are forcibly 
imprest with the opinion that there is justly diie to 
him as a considc! ration for his labor and expence, in- 

' curred in making said improvements cot less than 
500 dollars. The commitee accoi^dingly recommend 
that the sum of 500 dls. be paid him in full conside- 
ration for said improvements; All whieb is re{q)ect- 
fully submitted. 

May 5,1-814. Wm; ADAMS, Chairman of said Commit tee»- 
. The above report, agreed to almost unanimously 
by the committee, consisting ot sixteen persons, re- 
siding in different part^ of the town, was not accepted 
by the town. 

Having referred in the beginning of this memori- 
al to the justice and^equity of the town in .their con- 
duct towards their former ministers, 1 will here state 
the facts to which reference was made. 

Nov. 22, 1654 — The town ** voted to give Mr. 
Fiske 30 acres of arable land, and 30 acres of mead- 
owjr-to build him a house thirty feet long and 
twenty ieet wide with three fire-places, and 
chimnies built of brick or stone :- to pay him50/.stg. 
for the first year, and his maintenance in future as 
the Lord should enable them ^' Tl#9- pledge of fu- 
tuturc assistance they carefully redeemed. For in 
1656 the town * granted and gave to Rev. Mr. Fiske 
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at Ills request, the land Ij'ing bofore V's house.' Nov;. 
1, lb59 the town voted to give Mr. Fiske at 
his request G acres of land, at the great Brook near 
his meadow ; 22 1-2 acr^s.ljQUJoded by. his m^nfiov^ 
on the same brook, and ^ acres on Merrimack plain. 
Jn 1660 they grantied and gave him at his request 81 
acres at great ^admuck, and 8 acres adjoiniiig tp 
it at the same place.'' 

The second rastor^ Mr.Glarke wa« orda'med 16,77. 
^The contract between him and the town wa3 as fol- 
lows: — 

4. Taeinha|)itants of Chelmsford do agree ta 
pay Mr. Thomas Clarke the just sum of 80/. stg. 
in manner following, vi^. 20/- in current* money, aii4 
/sixty pounds in provision; viz. 40/. in coi"n of aU 
sorts asOod gives. Th^ otlier twenty jn podt, bee^ 
and other flesh, but not exceeding 2 l-2rf, per lb. 
Moreover it is agree^ that the town shall supply 
Mr. Clarile with wood fqr his faipily yearly, which 
^^8 by agreement 30 .cojxis yearly. 2dly. It is a- 
greed that the town shall pay 60/. in money towards 
the purchase qf Corsar's lands in Chelmsford, and 
that they build a' house on said land, which 
house shall be 40 feet long, 20 wide, and 15 in stud, 
and a kitchen adjoining it 16 feet square and lO feet 
^tud j provided Mr. Clarke shall pay one fourth of 
what this building shall cost. 3dly. It is ar 
greed that the said town make addition to the salary 
above stated, if he stand in need, and the town bie 
able thereto, 4thly. It is agreed, that his yearly 
.salary shall be paid within the year. 5thly. if the 
.said Mr. Clarke grovy discontented and leave the 
work of the ministry in Chelm^lord, then the said 
house and land shall return to the town, they pay- 
ing him what be hath expended towards tjie pur- 
.chase, buildings and bettering the accommodation. 
Mr. Clarke living at a time, when there was little 
pv no depreciatiop of money, asked but pne fayor c^ 
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the town during his ministry, which was, th^t the 
town would give him 10 acres of Js^d lying on great 
Brook, and this was readily granted. 

Mr, Stoddard, the third Pastor, was ordained 
1708. It was agreed to and voted by the town, to 
give Mr, Stoddar4 70/, as a salary and 100/. as a set- 
tlement. On the 25th of July they voted to add 4/, 
for the purchase of hjs wpod. Wood being at this 
tiu^e 2 shillings and two pence pr. eprd. The pa- 
per currency issued in 1690 begain about this time 
to depreciate. Ip 17J5 the town voted to raise 
Mr. Stoddard's salary from 70/. to 90/.; in 1718 
money continuing to depreciate they raise/i it to 100/. 
In 1729 two contributions were made for his assist- 
ance. 1730 the town vpted to add 50/. ii) bills of 
credit to his salary to enable him to carry on the 
>york of the ministry. The same sum was added 
IP the two following years. In 1733 two contri- 
butions were made. In 1 735 the town added 37/^ 
to his salary. In 1738 his health failed; and the 
town voted to hire preachmg and pay for it from 
the treasury during l^r. Stoddgird's illness^'* 

The fourth Pastor Mr. Bridge was ordained 1741* 
The town vot^d to give him for his annuM ' support 
180/. and as a settlement 500/. in province bills. At 
a subsequent meeting the town, added ?0/. to bis sal- 
ary to be paid in province bills. In the year 1747 
voted to provide 30 cords of wood annually for Mr. 
Bridge, during his ministry. At this time the min- 
isterial lapd was well- wooded, which in 1762 was 
given aw^y for cutting the wood and twice mowing 
the under brqst^. In 1748 Mr. Bridge presented a 
memorial to the town, on which the town chose a 
committee to confer with hiip, and compute the dif- 
ference in the necessaries of life from the time of 
his settlement to the present time, and report there- 
on. The committee reported at the next town- 
jaeeting' that Mr. Bridge should haye 200/. besides 
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his stated salary by reason of the fall of money. It 
was also agreed to by the town that his salary shoul4 
be made as good, as when he first settled.** The 
next year 1749 it was voted to fix Mr. Bridge's salor 
ry in future on the price of corn, rye, beef and pork. 
1750, it wa3 votea to give him 9U/. in lawful mon- 
ey to be paid in silver and gold. But in l752 it was 
voted to nullify all former contracts, and establish 
his salary for life at 80/. in lawful money and 30 
cords of wood,providedMr3ridge consented thereto.. 
To this vote Mr. Bridge consented. In 1784 Mr. 
Bridge again laid a memorial before the town, stat- 
ing tne depreciations, which had taken place in mon- 
ey, and requesting the town ♦^ to act righteously and 
justly witn him by making up the depreciations in his 
salary." A committee was chosen to confer with 
him, and report thereon. 1785 the committee re- 
ported, that the town should ipake up depreciations 
according to the scale, and pay interest on arrear* 
ages. The report was accepted, and the depreciation 
estimated at 13l/. 8^. 6(2. In i779 the town voted 
to add to his salary lOOOfc for the present year, vot- 
ed also to assist him by subscription. 

Thus it appears that from 1654 to 1798, a pe« 
riod of 144 years, the inhabitants of the town were 
uniformly governed hj the principles of equity, jus- 
tice and benevolence in all their transactions rela- 
tive to the support of the gospel ; that no request 
was ever macle during this period by their ministers, 
but what was cheeruilly granted by the town. It 
also appears to have been the uniform sense of the 
people, that depreciations in salaries ought to be 
maae up, and their original value preserved. 

Though this principle was deuied in 1798, yet it 
was recc^ized m 1802, by the town, at the final ad^ 
justment with Mr. Packard, as was that also of re^ 
munerating a minister for betterments^ made on miQ^ 
iBterial hm. 
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in lr798,Mr.Packaid requested the town to make 
.MP the. depreciatioDS which had taken place in his 
ifialary since his settleaient This lequiest, when it 
c^ine befqre the town, W£i^ dismissed without much 
discussion and without even referring it to a coin* 
mittee to, consider and report thereon. At a subse- 
quent town meeting in Dec. 1798,it was voted to add 
20/.to Mr.Packard's salary yearly ,for six years; but at 
the next meeting m March 1799, it was voted to re- 
consider the grant of 20/.; which therefore was not 
assessed, until it was found to be recoverable by ^ 
suit at law. In 1802, an arrangement was made for 
Mr. Packard's dismission! It wa^s agreed to allow 
him for th^ depreciations of his salary and better- 
ments made on the ministerial land over and above 
ihe receipts. And July 5, 1802> hifi ministerial re- 
lation was dissolved. 

Now therefore considering the obligations of a 
christian people to know those, that labor among 
them in word apd doctrine^ and see that they ^re a- 
mong thcna withoyt fear ; considering the express de- 
x:laratioD of the Apostle, thus hath the Lord ordain- 
ed, that those who preach the gospel shall live by 
the gospel ; considenng also the insufficiency of my 
.salary in its original, much more in its present de- 

freciated state to answer the demands oi the station 
fill, I cannot but construe the extraordmary trans* 
,actions of the town iq refusing to nciake up depr^- 
jeiations in my salary, or reimburse the money laid 
out in making* great and permanent improvement^ 
on the ministerial land,' or give me any assistance ini 
any way to enable me to carry on the work of the 
gospel ministry. I cannot but view these transa*ction§ 
Bs a virtual declaration on the part of the town, that 
they wbb the sacred relation between them and lae 
dissolved; and as pointing out to me the imperiou9 
,^uty of asking for its dissolution. 

At the same time I wish }t might be remember-' 
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ed tbat nothing but the utter impossibility of ful- 
filling the duties of the ministrjr under present cir- 
cumstances, united witb the belief, that 1 stand la 
ttie way of some other person, who would fill the 
place with more honor and usefulness to you,. could 
induce mc to ask for a^ dismission. If my removal 
create trouble and expense to you, it will cause much 
more to me* 

1 have to acknowledge as an act of justice I owe 
^ the to^fn, the punctuality with whrch my salary 
has-lieen quarterly paid,' i shall also carry with mo 
to the grave, a grateful sense of the kindness and 
friendly aid of many individuals, to whose charity, 
and that of private friends out of town, I am indeb- 
ted for those supplies, which have enabled me to con- 
tinue with you so long. 

On the whole I cannot but consider it a duty, 
w^hich 1 owe to my family, to reh'gion and to you,^ 
after having so frequently acquainted you with my 
necessities, to no purpose ; to seek im[jloyment else-^ 
where, where I may nave a better prospect of com- 
peter>cy and usefulness. 

Thirteen years of my life have been spent in in- 
defatigable lal>3rs for your good, without laying up 
any thing at all (dt the education of a rising family,v 
or my own comfort in sickness and old age. During^ 
this period I have been favored with such health as 
to be able to meet you in the house of God, on every 
weekly sabbath but one ; and have been provideiltial- 
ly absent but three oribur sabbaths, though accord- 
wg to agreement T might have been absent 26 sab- 
baths. 

The poor remains of my mortal existence, I feel 
it my duty to devote to my family in providing some- 
thing for the education of my children, ana for my 
own comfort in those evil day§, when a minister's ao* 
tive labors cease and his past services are forgotten ;' 
and when he who h^ spent his life in the service o£^ 
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othere, without providing comfortably for hien^lfl* 
must expect to meet the ingratitude and neglect of 
those to whose good his better days have been de- 

voted. 

/^ 
1 am, brethren, ymrs to serve in the gospel ofoiur Lord 
Jesus Christ. WILKES ALLEN. 

•VorcA 1,1817. 

At the town meeting in March various proposals 
were made bf individuals for affording Mr. Allen as- 
sistance, but none met the approbation of the towD. 
A committee was chosen to agree with him on the 
terms of his dismission, agreeable to his request i 
Snd the following were offered to said committee. 

I. That the town pay him 500 dollars in conside-^ 
ration for betterments made on the ministerial land 
and depreciations in bis salary. 

II. That the town be at the expence of a dismis*' 
sing oouncif whieh shall be called immediately. 

IlL The dissolution of the civil contract between 
him and the town shall take effect at the end of the 
present year of his ministry, which will be on the 
16th Nov. next. 

At the next town meeting in April the above re- 
port was readi by the ModeratoAr, and the following 
vote passed. 

Votedy That this Town allow and pay unto the 
Rev. Wilkes Allen, the sum of five hundred dol- 
lars which sum shall be in full compensation for the 
Betterments made by him on the ministerial lands 
and in full consideration of the depreciation of his 
salary to be paid in two equal annual payments^ 
provided he will sign and execute a release in full 
^r the aforesaid claims and file the same with the 
Town-Clerfe, withdraw his request for a dismission 
9nd consent to remain virith the Town according to 
the terms of his settlement 

Attest, NAfHANIEL HOWARD, TowtirClerh 
ll6v. Wilkes Allem Chelmsford, April 9, 1 8 1 7^ 
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Mr^ Hale, to whoge enterprise and Industry, the 

1818 ^^h^)^'^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ town ard indebted for the in- 
troduction of several useful machines,and the e- 

i*ection of sundry ipUIs,$et tip at his ownexpence and 
fllssolf^ proprietory works for the mtanufacture of gun- 
powder. The manufactory consists of five or six 
small buildings at the distance of fifteen or twenty 
rods from one another. The mill contains forty 
pestles. 

The powder is of atri excellent quality, burn^ 
quickly, and has been uniformly found to exceed, in 
strength, thd requirements of the Law. 

Cyrus Baldwin Esq. is appointed by the Gover- 
nor and council, Inspector and Sealer of Powder^ at 
this Manufactory; 

The works were enlarged and twd other gentle- 

1819 ^^^ taken into partnership with the original 
proprietor— viz. Mr.. Win. Tileston ofBoston^ 

and Mr. Oliver M. Whipple, who superintends jthe 
whole business in Chelmslord. F^rom the 1st. Feb. 
1819 to the 1st. Jan. 1820 were inspected by C* 
Baldwb Esq. 79,4751b.* 

^Method of proving Oun-po^der— E^^ery tiupeetw of a MagajHie of 
Powder manufactorj is furnisbjed hj the state with a Ho witter,' and * 
•afficient number of ISlb. balb. In order to try th'estre^^ ofGun« 
powder, take onfe 02. of powde^ and put into the Howitser, which is el- 
evated at 45 degrees and if it throw a Ball of Ulb^ wt. over 75 yds. it ia 
proof and the Inspection maris to be pot on, with the name of the lii- 
speotor in foll^agreeable Ui the laws of this Common n^ealth. 

For farther particulars respecting making of Oiin«powder see DictS 
Arts and Sciences Vol. 2. pa^ 1531, also Rees Cy*a. Vol. zvii. part 2a. j 

1819. Two new roads made— one lh>m Pawtacket falls to the head of 
Middlesex canal,the other beginnmg at Capt SberebiahrldpaldingV houssh 
and thence running t5 HiJrs Bridge, BiUerica, which was r^bailt (he 
same jear. 

l*'he same year the Ladies of Chelmsford subscribed $30 for conatitttt. 
ing their minister a life-member of the American Bible-Soci'e^. 
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' REVIEW, 

AND CONCLUDING ADDRESS ^ 

TO THE INHABITANTS OF CHELMSFORD. 



i have endeavored to give yoa a faithful account 
of what your ancestors did, and of what they were f 
that you may have their image constantly before 
your eyes, to excite you to virtuous activity ;^ and that 
you may be enabled to transmit the knowledge of 
their character and deeds to 'your children your 
children to their children, and their children to the 
generations that shall come after them^ that they alt 
may learn to place their trust in God and not forget 
his wonderful works of old.- ' 

In the men of other titnes, who have passed in re-* 
view before us, we see a uniform, predominant zeal 
for the interest of religion, blended with a strong love 
of peace and order, and issuing in the fruits of right- 
eousness. Like the Romans in their primitive pu- 
rity, 'they cultivated good morals at home ana a- 
Irroad. They lived in the greatest harmony with- 
out aVarice. They practiced justice and equity 
from principles of virtue, rather th^n from the re- 
straints of laws/ 

They contended with one another 'only in the 
cause of virtue. They were liberal in their relig- 
ious offerings, sparing and prudent in their domestic 



concerns.* 



*Igiturdomi militifeqne boni mores colebantur; concordia maxima^ 
minima avaricia erat ; jus bonumque apud eos non legibus magis quam 
natiira, valebant. Gives cam civibus de virtute certabant. In snppliciir 
dGoriim magnifici, domi>parci, in amicos fideles erant. Salnsf. 
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Whatever they acquired in their respective oc- 
cupations they consecrated to God and virtue.* 

For the truth of the foregoing remai'ks when ap- 
plied to the early inhabitants of the town, we need 
only recur to the early erection of a meeting house, 
the attainment and support of a settled minister, and 
:the purchase of a bell, and the cautious steps taken 
jn adoiitting men to become inhabitants of the town. 
Their sacrifice of domestic conveniences ^nd person- 
al gratifications to procure convenient appendages to 
jthe house of worship, stables for their horses, and 
rooms for their pwn comfort^ during the intermission, 
is a convincing prt)of of their supreme regard to re- 
ligion, and shews >'that they made the world as 
twelve and religion as thirteen-" 

The habits of the people have been uniformly re- 
gular, sober and temperate. We can point to no pe- 
riod, when there was a prevailing disposition among 
the people to idleness, gambling, or excessive drink- 
ing. It has also been characteristic of the inhabi- 
tants of the town from generation to generation to 
live peaceably. Religious quarrels have been en- 
tirely unknown-! Litigations have been few and 
circumscribed in their operations and effects. They 
have lived peaceably with their ministers, who with 
one exqeptiqn sleep quietly with their congregations 
in the pes^ceable mansions of the dead. They have 
exhibited a pattern of justice apd moderation, piety 
and charity, worthy the imitation of the present and 
of future generations. 

Faults they doiibt^efs had ; but they are conceal- 
ed in a ^reat measure from our eyes, by the thicfc 
veil of tinie, Their virtues only we wish to know 
and remember. They exeell^a us in the most im- 

*Qtf8e bomines arant, naviganf, xdificant, virtual pmnia parent. teUlust 
tSbould not the desoendents of such wo(^hj an4 J^eligioufl ancestors 
view the introduction of labor and dissipation on the sabbath, as a pest, 
which will spread ey\]\ if not nipU in the bud, that will soon become 
uncontrolable. 

JV2 
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portant poiot, religioD ; we have eutstriped them ifi 
fhe knowledge of useful arts, and in the application 
pf that knowledge to practice. They valued relig- 
ion abov(e riches^ the favor o( God above life itself. 

Let me copclude with a few hints r(elativ9 to thp 
future prosperity of the town. 

1. As society grows out of the mutual wants of meni 
so it must be supported and cemented by their mu- 
tual kindness and assistance. Public spirit is the 
tnain spring of social happiness and prosperity. A 
society of selfish men, envious of rival worth and 
prosperity, must come to pothing. A house divided 
against itself cannot stand. ' , 

' If you wish for increasing prosperity, you must 
poove, lil^e th<d planetary system, round a common 
centre, and thaf with increasing harmony. You 
must sacrifice at one ^Itar and remember that you 
are members of one copotmunity, and interested in 
promoting the honor and prosperity of one town.— 
Vl'hile the Jewish nation worshipped at Jerusalem, 
and felt a national pride m maiptaming the splendor 
Qfid magnificence of their temple worship, their 
peace was ^^ ^ river, and their prosperity as the 
waves of the ge^ But after the ten tribes revolted 
and set up an ^Itar at Sa^paria, they were in perpet- 
ual wars and contentions, which hastened their ruin. 
Similar consecjjuences have^ oft^n followed the divis- 
ion of towns. By dividing, the expenses necessary to 
the maintenance of civil and reli^ous society^ are in- 
creased, and the resources dimmisbed. Irie bur- 
den, which many can easily bear^ falls with insup- 
{portable weight on a few. The inconvenience, 
which the remote inhabitants of a large town, ex- 
perience by their distance fi'om the centre &ids an 
equivalent advantage, resulting from diminished exr 
p^e. All possible pains should therefore be takr 
enio promote union and harmony and prevent the 
division of the town into separate and inconsiderable 
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parlies, or societies ; lest under the specious pretext 
of multiplying facilities, you increase the difficulties 
to religious knowledge and improvement. 

2. Uherish that mutual cpneem for one another^ 
which makes the sufferings of one member, the mis^ 
fortune of all, and the prosperity of one, the happi- 
ness of all. Thus did your fathers.^ 

When sickness or any remarkable misfortune be^ 
fall a worthy, industrious person, your ancestors af^ 
forded him relief, and thus prevented a calamity 
from comin? upon the community, and cheered the 
drooping spirit of the distressed and unfortunate. 
In a more perfect state of christian society, than 
the present, if one member suffer, all the members 
will suffer with it. Oonstantly aim ^t this state of 
christian perfection. 

3. Encourage and support mechanics and trades- 
inen and men of knowledge and skill in the learned 
professions, and especially such as unite to a compe«v 
tent knowledge of their trade or profession good 
jnorals and religious habits and feelings. A society 
of a^iculturalists alone without mechanics and pro- 
fessional men would be extremely defective. The 
possessors of the soil therefore should encourage 
Handicraftsmen, mechanics and tradesmen* by selling 
them land at a reasonable price for the erection of 
work-shops and dwelling houses, by employing them 
in preference to others of the same trade in neigh- 
boring towns and bj promptly paying them for their 
services. This wise policy was adopted by the 
early settlers in the town and should be remembered 
and imitated by their posterity to the latest generation, 
in return for your encouragement and support of me^ 
chanics and tradesmen,they will facilitate your attain- 
ment of the necessaries and comforts of life, receive 
your surplus produce and save you much time and 
expence tfx traiisporting it to market, and in goio; 

f ^ the anne:|ed list of charitable coDtribttt]ons»»-Ko. 16. 
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into other towns for that mechanical assistance., 
•which might be obtained nearer home. The me- - 
chanics are indispensible to the advantageous pursuit 
of agriculture; they are therefore the hanomaids 
to individual and national wealth. The society that 
encourages them will flourish. 

The learned professions also are absolutely neces^ 
sary to the happiness of individuals and to the prosr 
perity of civil and religious societies. Are you sick^ 
you want a physician, who better knows your dis* 
ease and remedy than you do; in whose skill and 
prudence you can connde ; whose moral and relig?- 
lom character united with professional abilities qual- 
i&es him for a confidential friend, and s^^mpathizing 
liel per, and a daysman between disease and death- 
ly ho in the hour of sickness and , distress, has not 
fel^ that the blessing of such a physician was above 
dl price ! Who has not secretly poured out hissouJI 
in thankful praise to ttie giver of life for the k^nd 
assistance of one, who if he could not rescue from 
going down to the grave, could retard the progress 
/©f the disease, mitigate its violence and like th^ 
prophet Elisha, command a temporary pause if^ 
the descending sun of life : 

^ Raise tile weak head, and stay the parting sigh. 
Or with new h'fe relume tbe swimmiog^eye.'^ 

• Are youopprest by the unjust, circumvented l^ 
ihe fraudulent, or emparrassed and perplexed in the 
settlement of your worWly afiairs, or attainment o| 
your just rights, you want an able, learaed, and ^ 
honest attorney, who can unravel the mazes of law, 
plead your cause at the bar of justice, extr^te yoi^i 
from difficulty, and assist you in the attainment, ^nd 
secure you in the enjoyment of your just rights* Ib 
the profession of law you want not ai> incendiary 
but an umpire ; a man in whom ^^ is the spirit o{ 
the Lord." Such a man ^ will , do you good ^mJ 
not evil all his days." 
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Not less do you want a minister of the NeW-Tea*- 
f ament, whose superior knowledge . shall nrradiate 
f he path of duty ^detect the falacies of the heart and 
pour the light and consolations of eternal truth into 
your souls. You want a man, 

** whose heart is warm, 
^^ Whose hands are pure, whose doctrine and whos6 life 
** Coincident, exhibit lucid proof, 
•* That he is honest in the sacred causre ; 

——Much impressed 
"Himself, a« conscious of his awful charge, 
*« And anxious mainly, that the flock he feeds 
*^ May- feel it too. Affectionate in look 
«' And tender in address as well becomes 
«* A messenger of grace to guilt j men.'' 

These must be supported; they ought to' be by 
their profession. Wnen men in any of the learned 
professions are obliged to leave their calling to " serve' 
tables,'^ sbciety suifers a very great injury. 

4. Improve the advantages accruing to you from 
the very respectable and growing Library, estab-' 
lishedin town. This source of useful information 
Kes open at a small expense to all. Your time will 
Be much better and more happily spent in drawing 
water from this well of knowledge, than in contem- 
plating your worldly gains, or mourning over your 
worldly losses. The light of science prejiared the 
way for the rising of the sun of righteousness upon a 
benighted world. The diffusion and increase of that 
light are natural means of opening the day spring 
from above, to the soul, and of introducing the uni- 
versal reign of Evangelical truth and grace over the 
world. Human learning when rightly improved, 
helps us to obtain the knowledge of God ana of his 
son Jesus Christ, to know whom aright is life eter- 
nal. 

5. As tbe field, which your fathers have left to 
your culture and care, has not by nature the most 
favorable surface, you have therelore the more need 
of the aids of art* Avail j'ourselves of modern ex- 



Digitized by 



Google 



)04 

peiiments in agriculture, and you will make Aonstao^ 
improvement in the management of your wo^odlands^ 
in the tillage of your fields, in rebuilding your stone 
walls, and clearing up the hedges around themi in 
breaking up fallow ground^ which is now unproduo 
tire and in the breeding and culture of flocks & herds/ 

On the whole you possess by your local advanta* 
ges and by nature resources, which few (owns can 
boast ; and nothing is wanting to render your situation 
eligible, and to tdake yoii a prosperous, affluent and 
respectable town, but indust^ and economy in em* 
ployidg and managing your redourdes ; and public 
spirit^ virtue and piety, without which no community 
can flourish. 

In every society the weight of oroperty and influ- 
ence is in the hands of a ^w^ On the enterprise, 
public spirit and religious example of the more 
wealthy and influential the prosperbUd ^tate of so- 
ciety depends. They work the secret springs, which 
keep the life blood of community in motion and com- 
municate vital warmth f o the extremitieis of the body 
politic. 

To whom much is given, fi^om theo^ wifi much hi 
required. 

To you the picture of a happy society, drawn by 
Doctor Belknap, is partially applicable, and may be 
made fully so bj your exertions and improvements. 
^ A town consisting of a due mixtiirie of hills, vallies, 
and streams of water. The land wett fenced and 
cultivated ; the roads and bridges in good repair. 
Decent inns for the refreshment of travellers, and 
for public entertainment Tli6 inhabitants mostly 
husbandmen ; theif* wivefS and daujghters domestic 
manufacturers; a suitable proportion of handicraft 
workmen and two or three traders ; a physician and 
a lawyer; a clergyman of good understanding, can- 
did disposition ana exemplary morals; not a meta- 
physical, ttor a polemic, but a serious practical preach- 
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^r. A school master, who should understand his 
business, and teach his pujiils to govern themsfelves. 
A social Library annually increasing, and under good 
regulations. A decent musical society. No intriguii^ 
politician, horse-jockey, gambler, or sot Such a 
situation may be coiisidered as the most fayorablei 
to local happiness, of any which this world can af- 
ford/' 

May your virtues like those oi yoiir ancestprs^ 
^nd down your nanies with hono^ to posterity ; and 
blending the glory of the children with that of thci 
fathers, enlighten the dark vists^ot future years, till 
tinie shall be no more. 



Digitized by 



Google 



%0& 

HISTORICAL StETGH 

OF THE CHURCH OP 

CHELMSFORD. 



^ J^ihtl sine, nihil contra, nihil prader, nihil ultra, divinam 
ncripturdmy admittendum,^^ 

THE origin of the Church in Chelmsford, is not 
certainly known. Its existence probably commenc- 
ed about the time of the arrival pf the Rev. Mr. 
Fiske and a ^art of his church from Wenham in 
1654 or 1655. As a majority of his Church is said 
to have come with him, their establishment here, 
may be considered as the remotal of that body to 
a new place, not the gathering of a new church. 

The church at Wenham, was formed in 1644.-— 
The only form of government and discipline then in • 
general use, was that drawn up by the Rev. Mr. 
Cotton, in 1633. This platform was adopted by 
nearly all the churches in New England, and took 
the name of Congregational. It was the basis and 
ground work of the Cambridge platform, which was 
published in 1648, and contains the true principles 
of Congregationalism. The substance of which will 
be found in the following abstract. 

I. " The subject matter of the visible church is 
saints by calling, i. e. such as are acquainted with 
the principles of religion and profess their faith in 
Christ. 

II. "The constitutive part of a particular church, 
ought to be a mutual covenanting tc walk together' 
in christian communion, according to the rule of the 
gospel. 
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HI. " No church ought to be greater in extent or 
jliumber, than umy ordinarily meet together in one 

Slace for the enjoyment of the same numerical or- 
inaiices and for the celebrating of diviAe worshipf 
nor feAver than can conveniently carry jon religious 
worship and ordinances. 

IV. " There is no iurisdiction to which particular 
churches are or ought to be subjejct by way of au- 
thoritative censure ; or any other church power ex- 
trinsical to such churches, on which they ought to 
depend. 

Doct. Mosheim, says, *' the churches in apostolic 
4imes, were entirely independent, none of them sub- 
ject to any forcing jurisdiction; but each one govern- 
ed by its own rulers and its own laws. For though 
the churches founded by the Apostles, had this pe- 
culiar difference shewn, them, that they cot^ult^ 
in doubtful aqd difficult cases ; yet they had no juri- 
dic%l authority, no sort of supremacy, nor the least 
right to enact laws fortheiQ. Nothing is more evi- 
dent than the perfect equality, which reigned among 
the prin^itive churches. Nor does there ey-en ap- 
pear the smallest trace of that association o,f provin- 
cial churches, front which councils and metropolitans 
.derive their origin.'* vol. I. p. 105. 

Mr. Cotton's plan perfectly harmonizes with Mq- 
sheim's account of the apostolic & primitive churches. 

On these principles the church of Chelmsford was 
formed. It has always endeavored to maintain 
them, as the genuine principles of Congregationalism. 
It adherer steadfastly to them. It considers itself 
i^ompetent to administer discipline and do every 
thing, necessary for its own preservation, peace and 
edi6catioa It holds to t her social nature of religion, 
the fellows; ip of the churches, the expediency of ad- 
visory councils in cases of disagreement and difficulty. 
It rejects, as uuscnptural and subversive of religious 
liberty, ail preconcerted tribunals, whether consocia- 
tions, synods, or general associations as having 
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•py jurisdiction or authority, or even a right to ad- 
vise, except on special invitation and reauest. 

The Church covenant, which Mr. Fiske used, is 
Srreppverably lost, unless it be substantially the same 
with that, adopted in 1629 by the church in Salem* 
This coveqant was sanctioned by the civil and eccle* 
siastical authorities then extant in the country. 
When Mr. Fiske gathered the church in Salem vit 
lage, afterwards Wenham, there is scarcely room 
for a doubt that lie adopted it either in form or sub- 
stance, or both, and retained its use in the churcli, at 
Chelmsford. With this impression we shall insert 
it at length. It deserves the attentive perusal of 
those, who would form correct ideas of the nature 
and design of a pro^estant church, and of a propel^ 
instrument to form individuals into a church state. 

The people, who arriver* in Salem 1629, consult* 
cd with their brethren at Plymouth, what steps to 
take in order to form themselves into a church state 
^* according to the written word of God.-' On the 
sixth day ofAugust soon after their arrival they kept 
a fast and sought divine direction ^ in settling a 
phurcb-state ara entering into a holy covenant.'' 

Messengers from the church of Plymouth attend- 
ed and assisted in this solemn transaction. The 
covenant by which the first church in Massachusetts 
colony was formed, was the following. 

^V We covenant with our Lord and one withai^Qth- 
^r ; and we do bind ourselves in the presence of 
God to walk together in all his ways according as he is 
pleaded to reveal himself unto us in his blessed word 
of truth, and do explicitly profess to walk as followr. 
eth, through the power and grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

We avouch the Lord to be our God and ourselves 
to be his people in the truth and simplicitly of ouip 
^piritsw 
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We give ourselves to the Lord Jesus Christ and 
the word of his grace for teaching, ruling and sanc- 
tifying of us in matters of worship and conversation, 
resolving to cleave unto him alone for life and glory, 
and to reject all contrary ways, canons, and constitu- 
tions of men in his worship. 

We promise to walk with our brethren with all 
watchfulness and tenderness, avoiding jealousies, susr 
picions, backbitings, censurings, provocations, secret 
risings of spirit against them; but in all offences to 
follow the rule of our Lord Jesus Christ, to bear an(i 
forbear, give and forgive, as he hath taught us. 

In puUic or private we will willingly do nothing 
to the offence of the churqh ; but will be willing to 
take advice for ourselves and ours, as occasion shali 
be presented. 

We will not in the congregation be forward cU 
ther to show our own gifts am parts in speaking, or 
scrupling or there discover the weakness and failings 
of bur brethren, but attend an orderly call thereto, 
knowing how much the Lord may be dishonored and 
bis gospel and the profession of it slighted by our disf- 
tempcrs and weakness in public 

We bind ourselves to sfudy^ the advancement of 
the gospel in all truth and peace ; both in regard ta 
those that are within or without ; no ways enghting 
our sister churches, but using their council, as need 
shall be ; not laying a stumbling block ^before any, 
no, not the Indians, whose good we desire to pro^ 
mote ; and so to converse, that we may avoid the 
very appearance of evil. 

We do hereby promise to carry ourselves in all 
lawful obedience to those that are over qs in church 
or Commonwealth, knowing how well pleasing it 
will be to the Lord, that they should have encour- 
agement in their places by our not grieving their 
spirits through our irregularities. 

We resolve to approve ourselves to the Lord in 
l^ur particular callin^,^hi|nning idleness as the bane of 
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Ittty atate J nor will we deal hardly or oppressively 
with any, wherein we are the Lord's Stewards. 

Promising also unto our best ability to teach our 
children ana servants the knowledge ofjGod and of 
his holy will, that they may serve hjm also, and all 
this not by any strength of our own, but by the Lord 
Christ, whose blood we desire n^ay spriimle this our 
covenant made in his nam©.'^ 

The half way covenant, is a coyepant of per^onp 
with the church merely for the purpose of obtaining 
baptism for their children without partaking of the 
^communion themselves, was abolished in 1803. 

The arguments used by the opposition, — partly in 
ihe synod, which devised and recommenoed this 
practice, are in the mind of the writer sufficient i*ea« 
sons lor laying it aside. ** If frue saving faith be ne- 
cessary in a pa,rent in order to entitle his offspring tp 
baptism, as all acknowledge ; and if this be all that 
is required in order to full communion ; then np rea- 
son can possibly exist for admitting persons into the 
church to receive baptism for their cnildren, and for 
excusing them from attepdanqe on the ordinance of 
the supper.'* 

The custom of calling for a yote of the church on 
admission of members and of requiring persons to 
inake a confession of particular sins was discontinur 
;edinl794. 

The same year the forjtn of the covenant wa^ 
^hanged and a more plain, jEvangelical one adopted; 
pf which the following is a copy. 

COVflKANT,* 

^ You do now in the priesence of God and before 
|this assembly profess a smcere belief in the existence^ 
providence and government of an infinitely wise, 
just, and good being, who searches the hearts and 
regards the actions of men, and whpm we ought to 

^Written by Rev. Mr. Packard. 
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'i<^orsliip and serve. You believe in man's primeyail 
innocence, voluntary transgrfession and unhappy fall. 
You believe that God spake to the fathers by, thd 
prophets aforetime, and that he now speaks unto us 
m the gospel of Christ, who is the one Mediator be^ 
tween God and man, and the otAy true way to eter- 
nal life. You do humbly confess your sins of every 
name and nature, and implore the benefits of the 
Spirits' guidance, the Son's sacrifice and the Father's 
mercy. And you do heartily desire to give up your- 
self to God, resolving to deny all ungodhne«s, 
and to live as the gospel teaches. You commit 
yourself to thf* care and discipline of this church of 
Christ and promise to walk in communion with it so 
long, as God in his providence shall give you oppor- 
tunity. Thus you believe, resolve and promise." 

The present mode of admittting persons to com- 
munion is by examination of the pastor,* who on sat- 
isfactory evidence of their repentance, faith and res- 
olutions of new obedience, propounds them to the 
church, who individually have liberty and opportu*^ 
hity tc satisfy themselves, touching their qualifica-' 
tioris, and of objecting, if they see cause. Ifno objec- 
tion is offered, they are admitted by the silent con- 
dent of the church. 

The church from its origin, to the present time- 
appears ta have been exempted from quarrels and 
unchristian dispjates and divisions. 

It has never had occasion to call a council to set- 
tle any differences among it& members or any un- 
happy misunderstandings and disaffection between^ 
the members and their pastors. It has frequently 

, *This is agreeable to tfie earliest custom at Salem. At Salem tlley 
left it to the discretion and faithfuloess of their eldt:r8. Some were ad- 
mitied after their first answering questions aboul religion, propounded to 
them. Some were admitted when they had presented in writing puch ' 
things, as might give satisfaction to the people of God — and some orally- 
addressed the people of God and asked communion with them; which' 
diversiy was perhaps more beautiful, than would have been a more 
punctilious uniformitj. Mathef*8 Mag, Ghri. Amtiu 
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had occasion to exercise its powerfe in disciplining 
disorderly members, and has alwa^^ by prudent 
management accomplished its ends. 

The number of church members at the Commence- 
ment of Rev. Mr. Bridge's ministij was— 
Males 73— Females 122~Total 195^ Do. of Rer. 
Mr. Packard's— Males 40— Females 62^Total 102, 
Da of the present Pastor's-Males 39-Fe males 73- 
Total 102. — Present number. Males 36 — Females 
72— Total 108. 

When there were but 853 soiils in tovfbj in 1741^ 
there were 195 professors of religion. Now the 
population is increased to 1450, and the number of 
profesHors, including Baptists^ may be estimated at 
160. 

During the re^ of* New Lightism,' mslny disor^- 
dcrs and irregularities broke out in the New Eng- 
land churchds, which gave occasion for much wisdom 
and pruderlce in the pianagemetit and discipline of 
ofiending members. 

One instance is recorded, Which deserves mention^ 
as containing a full illustration of an important ques* 
tion, which recent facts furnish daily occasion to ask,^ 
viz. How shall a church conduct towards those^ who 
leave its stated worship and communion, and go to 
a neighboring church, under pretext of being mdre 
ddiOed ? 

A complaint was made to the Pastor,- Iff sundry 
Vretbrertj of Job Spalding and Lyilia his wife, and 
Mary Stedman, for irregular and disorderly con? 
l74fi ^"^* and behavior; in that *the abovesaid 
persons do absent themselves from the pub* 
He worship of God with us at all 'times, except when 
the sacrament of the Lord's supper, is administered, 
and that the said Mary Stedman. hath abse^nted her- 
self not only from the public worship of God,but also 
from the adfliinistration of all ordinarices,fbr consider- 
able timcfj which we apprehend to be a violation oi^ 
her solemn engagement with us.' 
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The church, at a regular meeting dalled for tf^e 
purpose, after prayer for divine direction, proceed- 
ed to the consideration of the charge and the proof 
on which it rested. The accused acknowledged the 
truth of the charge in general ; but were not con- 
vinced of its being erroneous and disorderly conduct. 
Thej declared their conviction of its being 
their duty so to do, and their determination to per- 
severe in this practice, until they were convinced of 
their error. Hereupon the church voted by a 
great majority, 

" That persons absenting themselves commonly 
and generally from the stated worship of God on 
the Lord's day, not being hindered in tne providence 
of God, and no good and weighty reason being given, 
are an oflence and grievance to the church." " Nev- 
ertheless the church are willing to hear the excuse 
of the above said J. S. L. S. and M. S. why they 
went into such conduct.'* 

At an adjourned meeting Feb. 12, 1745-6, Job 
Spalding and wife offered m writing the following 
reasons ; to wit : — " Because they can be better ed* 
ified and enlightened into gospel truths by hearing 
Mr. Bliss of Concord, than by hearing Mr. Bridge.'' 

J. SPALDING. 
L. SPALDING. 

To which the Pastor replied, that they were not 
charged with irregular conduct in that they could be 
better edified by Mr. Bliss, than by himself; but 
in absenting themselves from public worship and cpm- 
munion in the church to which they belonged in viola- 
tion of their covenant engagements without any prer 
vious notice given to the church of their dissatisfac- 
tion ; or any attempts to remove their grievance. 

The church voted " that they were not satisfied 
with the reasons assigned by tna offenders, and a- 
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greed to adjourn the meeting in order to gire iurther 
time for cousideratioii to both parties." 

When met agreeaWe to adjournment, the afore** 
said Job and Lydia Spalding offered, as what thejr 
supposed would be satisfactorj, tbe followif^ con^ 
cessionw ** That they were sorry that they bad 
not taken proper steps, not tb»t they had wrested 
themsefyes from the communion of this church* For 
they declared they would do »o &tili, nevertheless^ 
they asked forgiveness." 

Hereupon the church passed tbe subsequent 
Totes :^— 

, I. " That they considered tbe above acknowledge- 
ment and declaration as a eontempt cast upon the 
church- 

II. That they would proceed to pass censure up- 
on the aforesaid Job and Lydia Spalaing. 

III. That it should be that of admonition; which 
wa» accordingly done m the name and presence of 
the church hy the pastor.^' They were also pro- 
hibited the privilege of communion untS satisfaction 
should be given to the church. 

Mary Stedman, it appears, was a zealous friend 
and follower of l'^ hitfiefd,Tennant and others ot that 
description, and enjoyed such immediate revelations 
and communications from above, aa raised her to 
the privilege of exemption from aH ecclesiastical au- 
thority and rule on earth. She behaved in a very^ 
indecorous and unchristian manner before the church. 
After 18 years separation, she confessed her errors 
and was restored. 

The case of Job Spalding was continued 2* years^ 
and terminated in a satisfactory acknowledgement^ 
and restoration to church privileges* 

The principle which this case illustrates is, that 
persons under covenant engagements in a partieulai' 
church, being dissati&fied with the public instruc- 
tions or conduct of individuals, or mode of discipline^ 
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cannot innocently and regularly withheld from wor- 
sfaippiDg and communing in that church until they 
ha;!^^ given notice of their dibsatisfaction and taken 

E roper measures to remove it, and of their desir e to 
ave their relationship dissolved, that thej maj at- 
tend worship «nd communion in some other church, 
where thejcto be better edified; and where they 
think it their duty to attend. The church's censure 
of the above said ofienders was not for going to hear 
preaching ^ more enlightening and edifying than what 
they could hear in their own church''-— but for vio-. 
lating eovenant ei^agements in withdrawing without 
j^eiricms notice given to the church or attempts to 
remove the hindrance to edification, or a request for 
i9ismi&sion,with the reasons on which it was founded^ 
Whatever evils may grow out of tbe principle of 
dismissing persons from a church on the pretence 
that they can be better edified in another, yet it is 
better to dismiss malcontents regularly than retain 
them in uneasiness, or force them into disorderly 
steps. Besides the denial oi the principle would 
infringe the r^hts of cmiscience, and abridge the re* 
ligious liberties claim^ by protestants as their di^ 
vmely seeured riffht, and guaranteed by the laws of 
the Uommon wealth. 

As one end of incorporating towns is the regular 
maintenance of religious institutions, aixl^as the set- 
tlement and support of a gospel minister, are trans* 
actions partly civil and partly ecclesiastical, yet inti* 
mately connected ; so churches by long established 
usage have been confined to town lines and bounda* 
liea, and the |)ractice of overleapit^ them in forming 
churches and admitting members has ever been con- 
sidered as irregular and disorderly. Notwithstand- 
ing, that the rights of conscience might be preserved 
mviolable, the constitution exempts any man from 
contributing towards the support of any minister, 
regularly settled in the town where he lives, provid* 
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ed. he cannot conscientiously attend on his mmistrj^ 
and provided also that there he any other minister 
of a different persuasion on whose ministry he does 
attend." The constitution therefore permits the 
disorder and irregularity of going out of town to 
enjoy religious worship and ordinances on the plea 
of conscience to prevent the greater evil of infringing 
its sacred rights. 

Order is the first law of religious as well as civil 
society, and this consists in all the members observ- 
ing certain established laws and regulations. Hence 
the practice of inviting itinerant preachers into pri- 
vate houses to preach, or of going to hear them in a 
community where there is an ordained minister, is a 
violation of the civil and' religious compact, and was 
accounted a censurable practice by this church as 
appears by their vote, Nov 7, 1743. > 

" Whereas of late the churches in this land have 
been much infested with lay exhorters ; and some 
ministers who have left their own parishes and 
charges,and undertaken to play the bishop in anoth- 
er man's diocese, to the great disturbance of towns 
and churches, and to the breach of christian com- 
munion in those churches and places, where they 
come ; and whereas this church and town have 
been sorely distracted by such persons comii^ a- 
mong us, and preaching and exnorting in private 
houses without the consent of the stated pastor ; and 
whereas one Pain, a lawyer, belonging to the colony 
of Connecticut, hath been lately intr^uced into the 
town by John Birge and Gersham Procter, two of 
the brethren of the church,and invited by them and 
allowed to exhort in their houses — and whereas di- 
vers females of our communion have followed the 
said Pain, an exhorter, and a very illiterate one toOj 
to Westlord on the Lord's day; and the said John 
Birge, Gersham Proctor and diverse women, so of- 
fenoing ; have acknowledged their iaults to the sat- 
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fsfactioiT of the church ; at the motion and reaue^ 
of Abraham Byam, and Pelatiah Adams, two other 
brethren, this meeting is called to see what may be 

{proper to be done to prevent such conduct in future, 
t is on mature deliberation resolyed and voted by the 
church,that the practice which some of our brethren 
have gone into of late of asking itinerant preachers 
or lay exhorters to preach in their private houses j 
or to go into other towns to hear such preachers on 
Lord's day, is offensive to this church ; and if any 
member do so for the future, or in any way encour* 
age such itinerants, they shall be deemed liable to 
censure.'* (Yeas 44; Nays 7.) 

DEACONS. 

Cornelius Waldo, came with Rev. Mr. f^isk, from 
Wenham^Died Jan. 3, 1701. — Andrew Spalding,bom 
Nov. 19, 1653, died May 5, 1713, aged 60— Samuel 
Foster, bom 1619, died July 10, 1702, aged 83 — 
Benjamin Adams, died May 13, 1762, age4S3 — 
Andrew Spalding, died Nov. 7, 1753, aged||||p**-' 
Stephen Pierce, died Sept 9^ 1749, aged 71^Eph. 
Spalding, chosen Jan. 30, 1749, died Dec. 28, 1791, 
aged 83~John Warren, chosen Dec. 18, 1749, re- 
moved to Townsend 1764 — Ebenezer Goold, chosen 
May 3, 1764, resigned 1804, died April 6, 18l6,aged 
90 years and 36 days— John Farmer, chosen 1797, 
removed to Merrimack, 1803, died at Merrimack^ 
Nov. 17,1814^ 2^ed52-6enja. Parkhurst,chosen Jan« 
8, I771,resigned 1812,died 1812 aet. 71-AaronCham* 
berlain, chosen Jan. 20, 1771, resigned 1804, died 
Sept. 27, 1816, aged 90 — ^Josiah Parkhurst, chosen 
1804, died Dec. 30, 1818, aged 56— Owen Emerson, 
chosen 1804— Noah Spaldmg, chosen 1812. 

Legacies and Donations. 

1764-Capt. Jona. Richardson, left a legacy of 20t 
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SA teuw ; 2L I3s. 4d. lawful money ; ibr the use 
of the Church. 

1794i-Mr. BeDJammChamberliui 41. lawful money, 
to tl^ U9e of the church. 

l77S--Gapt. Ebenezer Parker^ l^ueathed to the 
dmreh i/. 6^. $i. lawful monej^ 

The foUowiog donatbns were made before any 
eherch records were kept ; their date k unknowa-— 
CoL Wm. Tyogf six pounds ; Capt Joseph Parker, 
ten pounds, about the year 1740; The Key. Sam* 
eon Stoddard^a silver Tankard; a sflver Cup, by 
Rev. Mr. Fiske.t A L^acy from Col Clark. 

t This cnp b maricied oq the bottom with I. F. L^ C. 0«— John Vitke!0| 
Lq^acy to the Church of Chelmiibrd. 

Kole-»1773*->A new set of fornitarei was parchased for the commun- 
ion table, from the proceeds of the old fiimiture and funds of the church. 
181S«— It was ag^ exchanged for new and more couTenient vessels, 
•f plated silTer, and the expeB<;e defrayed hj the f a^me mean9 ta in thp 
ftumar ea^ohaojg^^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



119 
MEMOIRS 

OP THE MINISTERS OP 

CHELMSFORD^ 



The Rev. John Ftsk(h* 

AMONG the writers of the Gospel, with whichr 
the primitive church was blessed was ^Luke the 
beloved Physician," of whom Jeromt eWantly says/ 
that as the Apostles from fishers of fish, became 
fishers of men; so from a Physician of bodies, Luke 
was made a Pbysiciaa of souls ; and as his book i^ 
read in the church, his medicine will not cease.'—* 
So among the first preachers^ who rendered the 
primitive times of New England happy, there was 
one, who m^ht likewise be called a ^beloved Phy- 
sician,' one to whom there might also be given toe 
eulogy, which the ancients thirds: was given to Luket 
a brother whose praise was in the gospel throughout 
all the churches^ This was Mr. John Fiske. 

Mr. Fiske, was born in the parish of St. James, ia ^ 
the county of Suffolk* Engls^ about the year 1601^ 
of fious parents. His grand parents and gr. ^rand 
parents were emineotly zealous in the true religion. 
In the reign of Queen Mary^ of six brothers of this 
name^ three were papists and three protestants. * 
Twa of the fatter were grievously persecuted. The 
one from whom John the subject of this memoir 
descended, was, to avoid burnings hid many months 
in a woodpHe, and afterward half a year in a cellar^ 

* This memoir is taken principally from Cottgn Mather^ MagiMJia. 

t «« QuomodoApoatc^i'de PiscatoribaB pibcium, Piscatores hominum 
^cti sunt, ita de Medica corporum in Medicum versus est animarum. 
Cu>uf liber qnottesctirnqne legitur in fidisiii^ toties medlciaanoo cesgil^* 
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where he wrought by candle Jight at manufactures 
and remained undiscovered. But his many hardships 
brought on excessive bleeding, which shortened ms 
days and added to '^ the cry of the souls under the 
altar." 

John was the eldest of four children, who all came 
with him to New-England, and left posterity with 
whom God etablished his hoh covenant. His par- 
ents having devoted him to tfie Lord Jesus Christ, 
sent him first to a grammar school at the distance of 
two miles from their abode. Being there fitted for 
the University, he was sent to Immanuel College, 
Cambridge, where he resided until he took his first 
degree. Having spent some considerable time in 
preparatory studies he entered upon the work to 
which he had been devoted, and which was his fa- 
vorite object, the preaching of the gospel. In this 
Sursuit he would have continued had . not satan hin^ 
ered him. The conformity act was odious to him. 
Its friends and supporters ' breathed out slaughters,' 
and the silencers pressed so hard upon him for his 
Nonhconformity, that upon the advice of his friends 
he relinquished the ministry, and turned his atten- 
tion to the study of physick. After a thorough ex- 
amination he obtained licence for public practice. 

At the age of 28 years he married a virtuous and 
amiable woman, who did him good and not evil all 
her days. She was the sharer and the soother of 
all his tribulations until about three years before his 
death, when she left him to go to be with Christ, 
which she esteemed far better than to be here. 

In 1636 his father died and left him the charge of 
his Mother, two sisters, and youngest brother. This 
event dissolved the strongest ties that bound him 
to his native soil, and removed every obstruction 
that seemed to be in the way to the enjoyment of 
his favorite pursuit He resolved on going to New- 
England, where he saw an opportunity for the quiet 
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exercise of his ministry. He and Mr. John Allen* 
went on board in disguise to avoid the fury of their 
persecutors-f After they had passed the land's end, 
they entertained the passengers with two sermons 
a day, beside other agreeable discourse, and devo- 
tional exercises, which filled the voyage with so much 
religion, that one of the passengers, being examined 
about his going to divert himself with a hook and 
line on theLord's day, ^protested that he did not know 
when the Lord's day was ; he thought every day was 
a sabbath-day ; for they did nothing but pray and 
preach all the week long. 

Mr. Fiske arrived in New- England in the year 
1637. His aeed mother died quickly after he came 
on board ; and his only infant quickly after he came ] 
on shore. He came well stocked with servants and ; 
all sorts of tools for husbandry and carpentry and / 
with provisions to support his family in a wilderness / 
three years ; out of which he charitably lent a con- ^ i 
siderable quantity to the country, which he theM / 
found in the distresses of a war with the Pequot 
Indians. 

He lived a short time at Cambridge, and from 
thence he removed to Saletn, where he tarried a- 
bout three years. Here he was both a preacher to 
the church and a tutor to divers young men, of whom 
the well known Sir George Downing was one. He 
afterwards, through the want of grammar schools, 
instructed his own children. 

About the year 1642 he removed to anew village 
inSalem,afterwards calledWenhaHi,where on the 8th 

^r. John AHen settled ia Dedham. He died 1671, set. 75 having been 
at Dedham 24 jears. He was a diligent student and g^ood scbjolar : His ep. 
itaph it is said justly deh'neates his character. 

Vir, sincerus, amans pacis, patiens quclaboris, 
Perspicuos, simplex, doctrinae purse amator. 
tUnder the persecution of Arch Bishop Laud many puritans and non- 
conformists flocktrd over to Nenr-England,Avhich occasioned a state proc<* 
lamation April 30, 1^37 forbidding auj subjects to transport theroselTCB 
to America without licanse from bis Majesty'^ coiQjnoq<^fs. 
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Oct. 1644 a church was gatliered, of which he con- 
tinued the pastor until the latter part of the year 
1655.^ He contented himself with a very mean 
salary, consuming his own estate for the welfare of 
the new plantation- For in 1643 he gave ten acres 
of land to the town or society of NVenhara. About 
the end of the year iBSf) he Removed with the major 
part of hi«i church to another new town calledChelms- 
ford, and there he spent the remainder of his days. 

He was past the meridian of life, when he en- 
tered a new upon the work of the ministry in this 
uncultivated and thinly peopled town. Here new 
trials, hardships and deprivations surrounded him^ 
which in youthful vigor might have disheartened 
him ; but in the decline of life were enough to over- 
whelm him. His ministerial labors were increased 
hy his distance from any other minister, and the dif- 
ficulty and danger of travelling through the woods 
from town to town. For several years there was 
no other minister nearer than Concord andf Woburn. 
" Coming from a paradise of pleasure in England to 
a wilderness of wants,^' his patience and fortitude 
were put to the severest trial. His care for the 
souls of the flock committed to him was unremit- 
ting, while his medical skill imposed on him an m- 
dispensible obligation to minister to their corporeal 
health. His services as a physician, were of inesti- 
inable value in the new townships where he resided 
after he came to America.* 

An additional labor was imposed upon him in 1657 
by the earnest solicitation of the inhabitants of the 

*" Wenhamthe 6 of 12th mo. 1654 i. e. Fel>. 12, 1655. It is ordered 
that the maintenance of our minister shall be JS40 a vear, whether Mr. 
Fislce 8tay and settle among u«, or we procure another.** December fol- 
lowing it appears that Mr. Fiske had left Wenliam 

" 3l Dec. 16.55. It is ordered that in case Mr. Brook be procu»'ed to 

stay among us, be a committee to receive whatever the tovrn tias en- 

ga^td for Mr. Brook's use. ' , fVenhcm Records. 

*He was empJoyed in America as a physician whenever he would con- 
sent, liev* Br. BantleysiJMS. I^tU 
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town to compose a new catechism for the use and 
instruction ot their children. This was undertaken 
at their request, and printed at their expence 1657^ 
by Samuel Green, Cambridge. It is styled the 
" Watering of the Plant in Christ's garden, or a 
short catechism (or the entrance of our Chelmsford 
children. Enlarged by a three fold appendix." ^' 

It is dedicated ** to the chgrch and congrega* 
tiou at Chelmsford ;" and appears from the following 
introductory remarks to have been written wholly 
for them. 

^* Beloved, what is here presented to public view 
is yours. For looking to the poor penman, as re- 
lating to you ; to the external moving C9,use as ris- 
ing firstly and freely from you ; to the end and use 
a«^ centering in you ; to the reason of the publishing 
hereof as resting with you ; and to the care and 
costs as to that end expended by you ; it must not 
otherwise be determined,than to be yours." "Which 
being so, you have saved me the labor of prefacing qii 
behalf either of this so necessary and fruitful an ex- 
ercise of catechising, or of this present draught, or 
of publishing it. The present encumbrances of our 
new beginning, you know to have declined me till of 
late from writing, and my own inabilities much 
more from publishing, being rather desirous of mak- 
ing use of some others' labors that way, or at least 
pf acting my own feeble apprehensions in a more 
private manner among ourselves. But God hath 
moved your minds first to see, and seeing to cause, 
that it must be as it is." 

This catechism is plain, ada pted to the capacities 
of small children, and almost wholly of a practical 
nature. The three fold appendix was designed for 
youth of maturer years, in order to instruct and pre- 
pare them to discharge the duties of prayer, ob- 
servapce of the ordinances of the gospel, ana of uni- 
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Versal obedience. This little work is moderate ih 
its ^doctrines, catholic in its spirit,and well suited, as it 

was designed, to water the Olive plants in Christs' 
garden. 

Mr. Fiske, though deprived of ^ several hundreds of 

Eounds of his wife^s patrimony upon the displeasure of 
er father at her going to America,' * and though he 
consumed his own fair estate to promote new settle- 
ments;' yel found means to give his youngest son a 
collegiate education. He was graduated at Harvard 
College, Cambridge, 1662, and was ordained after- 
ward over the church and society in Braintree. 

To the many trials and afflictions, that had exer- 
cised Mr. Fiske, a new and unexperienced calamity 
was added by the death of his wife. Endeared 
by 43 years experience of mutual care and toil, com- 
panions through a great sight of afflictions, and knit 
together, by the strongest ties of vital piety, the 
separtion was painful, and inflicted a deep wound in 
the heart of the survivor ; though not above the pow- 
er of religion to heal. She by her incomparable ex- 
pertness in the scriptures had rendered any other 
concordance of the Bible in his library useless. Some 
years before her death she lost her sight * Under 
this disaster she exhibited a most exemplary pa- 
tience by her view of the things, which are not seen, 
and are eternal. " After many admonitions to her 
friends to improve their sight well, whilst they had 
it ; on the 14th Feb. 1671 she had h^r eyes opened 
by their being closedj and was by death carried from 
faith to immediate and everlasting sight'' 

Divine providence had just before removed Mr. 
Edmund Hinchman,* the countrvman and tried friend 
of Mr. Fiske, who had followed him from England 
to Amer]ca,and for many years had resided inChelms-* 
ford, and Mr. Fiske, to cheer the remainder of his 
earthly piigrimage,took his widow, Elizabeth Hinch- 

*Di€d 1069. 
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man for his companion, in 1672. But this connectictei 
was short. The time approached tliat he must die. 

He began to labor under two maladies, either of 
which was enough to try the most consummate pa- 
tience of any man living. These wefe the stone 
and the gout, which at last were followed by convul- 
sions, that brought his laborious life to end an ; and 
gave him the experience of Streithurgerus' motto ; 
qui non est cruciantts, non est Christtanus^ i. e. who is 
not crucified is not a christian. For a complication 
of diseases his case became not unlike the Messed 
Calvin's, of whom the historian relates, that he was 
troubled with as many infirmities, as in different sub- 
jects might have supplied an hospital. 

" On the second Lord's day oi his confinement by 
inness,after he had been many Lord's day's carried to 
church in a chair,and preached as in primitive times, 
sitting, he was taken with convulsions, which renew- 
ed so fast upon him, that they carried him off within 
a few days. On January 1 4, 1676 he saw a rest 
from his labors ; having first after this manner bles- 
sed his four children, two sons and two daughters. 
*' You are as a shock of corn bound up, or as twins, 
made beautiful by the covenant of grace. You have 
an interest m the sure mercies of David. These you 
have to live upon. Study to emulate one another, 
but in the best^ in the best : Provoke one another 
to love. The God of your forefathers bless you all. 
And added to his younger son, the worthy pastor 
of Braintree, concerning his wife and two children, 
then absent, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
bless you and vour posterity after you." " And 
when he had thus said, he fell asleep." Like Isra- 
el in Egypt, this venerable patriarch of New-Eng- 
land died in a foreign land with benedictions upon 
Jhis posterity, vvbich like Israel's were eminently 
fulfiJled. His descendants for four generations, were 
eminent for their piety and virtue. The late Gene-. 
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p^ Fiske of Salem was the fourth of the name of 
John and the great grandson of the first mini&ter of 
Chelmsford. " He appears to have been a model 
of merit, and the more deserving of praise as his 
good works were performed in the still walks of 
private life." Jefferson. 

Mr. Fiske, both as a faithful minister, a iibeVal 
patron oi the poor inhabitants of the town, and an 
^ncourager and comforter of the first settlers under 
their various sufferings, deserves the grateful re- 
membrance of their posterity. To the sacred spot, 
where sleep his nameless remains and ^ angels watch 
his soft repose,' let the present and future genera- 
tions repair, and in thankful remembrance of his 
virtues, resolve that his God shall be their God for-^ 
ever and ever. 

" Twenty years did he shine in the golden candle? 
stick of Chelmsford. He was a plain, able, and use- 
ful preacher of the gospel ; rarely if ever, hindered 
by sickness from the exercise of his minis trv. Though 
he went through an exposition of almost all the scrip- 
tures in both Testaments, and to his Lord's day 
Sermons added a monthly lecture on the week day, 
besides his discourses at the private meetings of the 
faithful and his exact and faithful cares to keep up 
church discipline ; yet none of his labors were more 
considerable, than his catechetical. And though he 
did himself compose and publish a most useful cat- 
echism, yet for nis public expositions he chose the 
assembly's catechism, which he twice went over in 
discourses before his afternoon sermons on the Sab- 
Bath. , 

We will now leave him uttering the words of 
"Weinrichius in his Epitaph. 

^ Vixi, et quern dederas cunum mihi, Christe peregi ; pertaesus 
vitsB, suaviter opto mori ; 

I have lived and finished the work, which thou, my lavioer, didst give 
me. Satisfied with life, let me depart in peace. 

If r. Fi.+®, had 4 children, two sons and two <laii||^ter9,^JohD, Mote^, 
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The Rev. 7%omas Clark. 

HOWEVER commendable the attempt to snatch 
from obliTion a worthy character, and trans^ 
mit to posterity the knowledge of those virtues^ 
which once rendered their possessor the deligh t and 
ornament of his day, we dare not cherish the hope 
of being able to bring back from the long lapse of 
time the characteristic features of the subject of 
this memo.r. We have neither church records, ma n- 
uscript sermons, cotcmporary notices, nor any other 
materials, from which any thing, but a bare memen- 
to can be erected, excepting the following notice in 
the l^th Tol. of the Hist.Coll. of Mass. page 195. Dor- 
chester, 1 704,Dec. 1 0. The death of the R ey.Thomas 
Clark of Chelmford was lamented in a Sermon from 
Acts 20—25 &c. " A great loss to all our towns, 
and especially to the frontier to^ns on that side of 
the country, who are greatly awakened with the loss 
of such a man." FairfieWs MS. Journal. 

He was born in Boston about the year 1652,' 
graduated at Harvard University, Cambridge, 1670^ 
and was ordained to the pastoral office in Chelms- 
ford, 1677 He received the unanimous suffrage of 
the inhabitants of Chelmsford to become their min- 

Anne, the name of the other daaghfer is not known. John lived with 
his father in Chelmsibrd. He appears* to have been a very useful and 
respectable man. We find him often employed in the public transactions 
and affairs of the town. In 1666, he married Lydia Fletcher, daughter 
of the first William Fletcher. He died about the year 1700, without 
children. His estate in Chelmsford, descended to his brother Moses^ of 
Bramtree, whose children a» executors of their father's will, sold it in 
1708, to Rev. Mr. Stoddard, for £130. Mr. Stoddard's children, sold it 
to Rev. Mr. Bridge, whose oldest son, the late General Ebenezer Bridge^ 
possest and improved it, till his decease. It has been in the successive 
possession of three of the ministers of Chelmsford. 

Moses I'%ke, graduated, at Cambridge 1662, and settled in the Ministry 
at Braintree. His son Samuel, graduated 1708, and settled in Salem. — 
He was the father of the late Gen. Fiske. Ann Fiske, married to John 
Brown, of Reading. Neither the naniejnor fortune of the other4augUer 
is known. 
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^ ,lstcf. We might perhaps from this circumstance 
infer his acceptableness as a man and minister to this 
people^ 

His wife, Mrs- Mary Clark, died Dec. 2, 1700. In 
1702, Oct. 2d. he was again married to Miss Eliza- 
beth Whiting, of Billerica, daughter of Rev. Samuel 
Whiting, who survived him many years. 

He lived in a period distinguished by no remarka- 
ble changes in the political or pecuniary circumstan- 
ces of the country. This with the consideration that 
his original salary was a more ample support than 
either his predecessor or successors have enjoyed, 
accounts for the singular f act,that he qever requested 
but one favor of the town during his ministry. * None 
of his writings have been preserved. Almost the 
only monumentt of his past existence, that^ias surviv-^ 
ed the ravages of time is his tomb-stone. 

This has a modest, and to this day quite legible 
inscription in latin of the following import. 

**The remains of the Rev.Thomas Clark, the faith- 
ful Pastor of the flock of Christ in Chelmsford are 
here committed to the dust. In the iaith and hope 
of a blessed resurrection he breathed his soul into 
the bosom of Jesus, Dec. 7, 1704, in the 52 year of 
his age" and 27 of his ministry.J 

♦This was a piece of land of about 10 acres, Ijing on Bearer Brook/ 

tHis great grandson, Dea. Thomas Clark of Tewksbury,has in his pos- 

^saion the staff, with which he used to walk, which' has this inscription.^ 

•^Thomas Clark, 1686." ^ * 

ORIGIKAL. 

Memento moil. Fugitbora. 

Hujc pulveri roandatae sunt 

Reliqnas Rev. Dom. Thorn. Clark 

Gregis Christi Chelmsfordianae 

Pastoris eximii ; qui fide et spe 

Beats6 resurrectionis animam 

In sinum Jesu expiravit, die VU Decembris 

Auno Domini 1704, aetatis suae b% 

JHis place of residence was that now in the possession of Mrs.Grace 
Fletcher, widow of the late Oliver Fletcher, Esq. 

His wife, Mrs. Mary Clark died Dec. 2, 1700. Their children were 
3«nas, Thomfts, Elizabeth, and Lucj. Lucy married Maj. Win. Tyng of 
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Thd Rev. Samson Stoddard. 

,, iPHE third minister of Chelmsford, was Samson 
Stoddard, of Boston, rfe received the honors of 
the University at Carribridge |70l. From this 
time, to his call to settle in the ministry in ChelmiS- 
ford, his history is totally unknown. . . 

, On thie 2ith Jmie^ 1700, he rec^ited at unanioious 
invitation to become ihe pastor of the church and 
society in this place ; and m the 25th of the following 
July, was consecrated to the pastoraf office. 
, His first marriage was in 1708, but the name of 
liis wife ia not known. He niarried again in 17279 
to .Mrs. Margaret Halkertsoh, of Boston, with whom[ 
he lived about 13, years. She ., survived timl about 
40 years, dying March 27, 1789/ 9ged 79l 

Ponstable, ^oi^ofCoJ. Jona. Tjng, and Father of ihe late Hon. John « 
Tyng, Sept. 10, 1700. She died April 25, 1708., Her husband, Maj. 
Wm. Tyng, was wounded by the Indians between Groton and LancaeV 
^r» was carried to Covicoltd, and died Aug. 16, 1710, and was there bu" 
ricd. ..:•■>> Familif JRecordi. 

Elizabeth Claric married Afr. John Hancock of West Cambridge. « 
Thom^ Clark was bom 8ept. 28, 1694. : : , 

Jonas, the. oldest son was born pec. 2, 1684,: He resided in Che1mi»' 
ford on the feirm now known by tlje nan>e of t^ Cragie form*, j There. 
I^e kept a public house near the fenj, t>at has ever since borne hi« 
name. ,,Hii hous^ was the general resort for all fashionable [People in 
these parts. , He was honored wiiEh ,f arioi]i8 civil and military, offices i 
was a very popular man and esteemed a very good christian, ^^ He 
ifras honored in his day, and wm the gloi;j^ of his times.*' He closed a 
long and useful fife April 8, 177^0, aged 86. . 

His last and highest military office was Col. oommandtlnt of the 2d. 
Regiment of Middlesex Mihtia^ His descendants are now hvi»g in 
Tewksbury. , . •■ i 

Rev. Thomas Clark' hail other children, who did not arrive to mature 
•ge. _ . ,..-... ,1. 

The following Receipt is preserved as a mt^monal of the manner of 
. procuring the monuments, erected ^t the grave of the Rev. Mr. Clark, 
and of the price of them, and of similar works, at the beginning of the 
eighteenth century. 

CheUiisfirdj 11 th AW. 1708. 
^ Received of Mr. William Fletcher the sum of fifty shillings in mone^ 
to be bestowed for a monument over the grave of the. Rev Mr. Tbonuus 
Clark late of Chelmsford deceased ; it being the donations of sundry 
pessons in Chelmsford for that use, I say received by m^ 

iJpHIT HANCOCK. 
n 
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From gome remnants of his manuscript sermonv 
with which the writer has. been favored oy the kind* 
ness of a friend,* it appears that his sermotis were 
constructed after the models of the old divines, of 
the sixteenth century; but executed in a happier 
manner. Hie stjie is neat and perspicuous. His 
sentences short, and the members well disposed. — 
Of which the following extract frocp one of his ser- 
mons, is subjoined as an illustration* 

**Use. ' Will all those, that persevere to the end 
« of their lives in well doing, inherit the kingdom of 
*God ? Hence then be exhorted not to be undar 

* the influence of a private and selfish spirit. 

* It is one note of the last and perilous times,^ 

* that men shall be lovers of their own selves, 2 

* Tim. 3, 2. There is a regular self love, that will 

* calculate aH its designs to the public good ; but a 

* vicious self-lof e will calculate onlj to private inter- 
^ests. Nothing can afford a more auspicious omen 
' than a public spirit, influencing all degrees and or- 
^ders of persons ; and nothing can give a people a 

* blacker prospect than to see them under the domin- 
' ion of a private and selfish spirit. A private spirit 

will check all noble and generous designs for 

* the public* The question will be not what 
' will promote the general prosperity ; but what will 
^ serve best this or that smister design. A selfish 
' spirit prevailing in a toWn will prove the grand in- 

* cendiary of the place ! and the fruitful parent of 

* injustice, violence and fraud. When this spirit 

* prevails among a people, they will make mercnan- 
' dize of the gospel and regard more the advance- 
^ ment of their own worldly interest, than the pro- 
^ motion of religion and their own spiritual interests 

* and c<)ncerns.'* 

His health was i^turally delicate, and his habits 
sedentary. His constitutional temperament strongly 
inclined him to a recluse life, and a depression of 

*Mr. John Farmer of Amherst N. H. 
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spirit. But the imperious calls of parochial duljt 
and ministerial intercourse corrected m some degree 
the infelicities of nature and habit, and suppressed 
awhile the rising tide that at last overwhelmed him.^ 

A necessairy «xpfenditure iu his family, w-hich his 
resources eould not |neet, the morti6cation and per- 
plexity of teaching \he townschoolih 1736 and 7 
added to his constitutional infirmities a weight 
which overcome bis- fortitude, and impaired his 
health. He became unable for the most part du- 
ring the three last years of his life to discharge the 
duties of his sacred ojQicc. The town afforded him 
some pecuniary assistance by contributions and at the 
same time supplied his desk. He occasionally preach* 
ed, but discovered M the symptoms of a disordered' 
and unhappy mind. The last discourse he delivered 
in public, was from the first of Corinthians, ninth 
chapter and twenty seventh verse. * But I keep un- 
der mylbody and bring it into subjection, lest by any 
means when-I have preached to others,! my self should 
be a castaway.' He was a plain, practical preacher, 
and a faithful and able minister of the new Testa- 
ment. He fell a prey to his corporeal and mental 
disorders, Aug. 23, 1740, in the 34th year of his min- 
istry and about the 60th of his age. 

The manner and circumstances of his death spread 
a cloud over hit^ future prospects, through which 
surviving friends are unable to penetratfi The ris- 
ing tide of grief, occasioned by such melancholy in- 
stances of mortality, finds relief only by resorting to 
human Ignorance of final causes and to divine love 
and mercy through the Redeemer^ 

With this sentiment we would soothe our anguish 
and the grief of posterity at the premature grave of 
the unfortunate Stoddard. With this sentiment^ 
clothed in the poetic garb of Gray, we would sup* 
press the rising enquiry aiid troubled thoughts when* 
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p]rer memorj recalls to the contemplation of Yirtu^ 
and misfortunes like bis. 

For who to dumb oblivion a prey, 

This pleasing, anxious being e'er resigned ; 

Left the warm precincts of the cheerful day. 

Nor casf prie longjing, lingering look behind? 

No farther seek his merits to disclose 

Or draw li|s frailties frofn their dread abode/ 

There they alike in trembling hope repose, 

The bospm of \m Father and nis Qpd ! 

Ibv. Mr, Stoddard bad 9 cfaildreii^ SamtoQi E]i9abeth, WiOkoi, Beii. 
jaaiiD, Margaret, Rebecca^ Sarah, John, Mary. Pisabeth, bom Dec. 14^^ 
VflQ^ was married to Mr. WaterhoDte of Boston. She died a widow ii|' 
Cbelmiibrd, Abg« 35, 1775, ag^dM, William, bom Maj 4, 11^12, died . 
1743. Benjamm, bopi Dee. 28» 1713. Rebecca bom Not. 4, 1716, mar* 
Tied Wm. White, meitehant of Boston. Sarah, bom Sept. 21, 1718, wa« 
married to Rey. EbenV Bridge, Oc^. 1741, died April 9, 1^63, a^ed6$.> 
Jbhn, bora Nov. 1721, died youngs. -Mary, bom June 19, 1723, died a^ 
Weslford, of a fever, Aprils, 1759, brought to Chelmsford and buried* 
there. J|^garet bora --^ I725i wa^ inarried in 1776 to Rev. Samue} 
Hopkins of Hadley. - v .' 

Samson, the oldest son was bom May 1, 1709. Graduated at Har-^ 
▼ard College,Caiikbridge, |730. H« studied divinity and began to preach,^ 
but for some reason unknown at this tine he relinquished divinity and 
turned bis attention to trade and agriculture. H^ opened a store of £n- 
i^sh and IKfest'Aidia goods,and traded largely for many years in Chelauk. 
ford. He entered into the land speculation in Vermpnt,and became pos. 
lessor of a (arge tract, which with other lands adioinlngrwais erected into a 
fbwnship and called Stoddard. He obtained a justice's commission and 
the command of the 2d. Regiment in Middlesex county. 'He took an 
honorable part in the^ affairs of the church and town for many years, and' 
was honored ivith the stiffiraces of the peopk for sundry officet in town,^' 
^d for a representative to the General Court, and delegate to sundrr 
special congresses for obtaining redress ofghevance^ under Whidh the 
colony labored before the revolutionary it^ar commenced. He was^ pro» 
fessed christian^ and; as ought always to be expected in such a case« a 
public spirited townsman, and a man of pure tnorals. -• ^ 

^ 'M th« oommencementof the revolutionary war, he was auspeote^ of; 
Indi^erence to the cause of the revolution, or of fovoring its eneniies. Uel 
therefore fell under the displeasure of the people, who accordkig to thj| 
spirit of the times treated him with #ome indignity, from whicn he nevec' 
fully recovered. Whither he really did favor the cause of Great Britain 
or not^ seems not to be clearly ascertained, ^ut his best friends cemur^ 
ed him for withholding a fnli esposition of his sentiaiMti4 
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The Rev. Mr. Bridge. 

THE period, at which the subject of thi9 bioi? 
graphical sketi^h lived, was the most di^cult and 
trying for clergypaed, of ^ny half ceptiiry ^iqce ^hm 
^ettlemG^t of this country. 

Mr. Bridge, was bom in Boston, 1|)4. He wa^ 
edu^ateci at Harvard UniTersity,Cambndge ; whence 
he proceeded A.'B. 1736, at tne age of 17 years.—* 
He spj^pt the next year after he left the finiversity^ 
at Plymputh, in instructing the grammar school, 
Ifvhere he ^s^s mi|ch respected and beloved by. h^ 
pupils."^ 

\. He pursued his theological studies undei^ the di» 
rectioQ of the Jley. Wm. Welstead^ who was hi^ 
guide in youth, an4 constant couKisellpr in ripec 
years^ 

|iie received a uqanimous call to settle uv the min- 
istry, at Chelmsford, Dec, 30, 1740. IB$ answer tq 
the invitation of the church and town, to thp pastor^ 
al office, wi|l exhibit a fair specimen of his^ eompo- 
sition, and at the same time aevelope his views and 
feelings on this spl^mn occasion. 

^ Inasmuch as you have unanimously elected th&f 
to settle in the work pif the gospel ministry amoi^ 
you — 1 now declare my compliance" with your 
call, and as 1 trust the call of divine providence ttt 
|ne herein, apd my acceptance of your bffers for my^ 
support and pomiort among you ; ^xpeeting thiatyotj 
l&ake me pay quarterly in my yearly salary, for my 
convenience, and relying on your goodness and gen'* 
H^rosity, that as you see my necessity hereattet^ im^ 
creasing, so you will n^rer be backward^ in' y^uf as*- 
sistance, which if you are duly mindful' of them; will 
l^y the blessing of God, abundantly enable me to g0 
^Skp memoi^pTScbooI-nuUft, ill Plxmoiitb, Hk. Col, t^f, 4^ 
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on in his and your service with cheerfulness and de* 
light I choose to take this opportunity to express 
my delight and satisfaction in the peace, love and 
harmony, subsisting among you, whiqh has greatly . 
engaged me to you. And I earnestly entreat each 
cf you, that you do in your respective places, en- 
deavor still to maintain and preserve it among you, 
as it will b^ one means of rendering me serviceable 
to you by the blessing of the God oi love and peace* 
"One thing I beseech of you, that you would at 
all times, when surroui^ding the throne of grace, for 
the supply of your own wants, bear me on your 
minds, and pray to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that I might be filled with the gifts and 
graces of his good spirit ; thajt I might be thoroughly 
furnished to every good word and work; that I 
might be faithful in his service unto death ; and that' 
you might by his grace be my crown of rejoicing in 
the day of the Lord. And be assured that so long 
as God shall continue m« in your service, I shall, 
relying on his gracious assistance, lay myself out to 
serve you and yours in the gospel of bis dear Son. 
February 26, 1741. 

Mr. Bridge, was ordained May 20, 1741 ;* and in 
the following Oct. married to Miss Sarah Stoddard, 
third daughter of the Rev. Samson Stoddard. 

His stature was large and commanding, his man- 
ners grave and dignified. He possessed great social 
powers and was a cclnmunicative friend and pleas- 
ant companion ; yet such was his sense of the sa- 
credness of his omce, of the reverence and submia- 
3ion due to the ministerial character and authority, 
that he seemed rather to awe the common mind by 
the majesty, than allure it by the loveliness of virtue 

• The Rev. Mf . Parker, of Dracut, made the introductorj prayer.— 
JReT. Wm. Wejstead, of the North Church,BostoD, preached Arom 1 Tion^ 
4-6 ^A good minister of Jesua Christ.^ The Rey. Mr. Hancock, of Lex- 
ington, gare t|ie charge, and the Rey. Mr. Baxter the fellowship of t^ 
chnrchq. 
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and piety. As the head of a family, he wasi strict andl 
ri^d in exacting obedience and conformity to estab^ 
lished regulations. As a parent, afiectionate and 
indulgent. 

His passions were strong and quick^ which mark* 
ed his character with energy, decision and reli- 
gious ardor. The infelicities of nature however he 
turned to a good account by making them subserve 
^he high purposes df virtuous activity and religiou* 
fidelity and zeal in the service of his Divine A^asten 

fn the pulpit he was animated and solemn, and 
by his clear, sonorous voice and distinct pronuncia- 
tion delighted the ear and commanded the attention 
of his hearers. He may be ranked among the hap- 
py few, who on a sudden emergency or special oc- 
casion, discover an admirable facility in selecting and 
arranging ideas, putting them in a dress, and deliv* 
ering them in a manner appropriate to the feelings, 
which the occasion excites. 

His rank among the ministers of bis day may be 
ascertained by the public honors conferred upon him 
in being appomted to preach the Artillery Election 
sermon in. 1752, June 1 ; and the general Election 
sermon May 27^ 1767. These sermons are in print, 
and do equal honor to his understanding and heart, 

J>atriotism and piety. The former discourse is 
bunded on the 10th. ch. of Acts, and 1, and 2 verses^ 
* Cornelius, a Centurion of the Band, called the Ital- 
ian Band, a devout man and one that feared God 
with all his house/ The drift of this discourse is 
to shew the consistency of military life with the 
profession and practice of Christianity. The latter 
sermon is from Deut. 33 — ^20. * Happy art thou^ 
O Israel, who is like unto thee, O people saved by 
the Lord,the shield of thy help, and who is the sword 
of thy excellency ? This is a very long and a very 
loyal seroioiv It contains inany just jemark^ upoQ 
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j|iorecHmeDt, ^aqd lawg^and maDj'usefal hints to rulery. 
It.b replete with .sentiments of attachment to the 
tUiother cduritry and of devout congratulations fpr 
ihe civil atnd religious liberty and growing prosperity 
^f(b^ colonies; These are the only discourses, that 
4^re piibljsbed- >(Ie iasis often .solicited ; but he al- 
Offisiys^jr^fiised id give publicity to those occasional 
^di^ooursiestwhnch wer^ thought by his hearers to pos* 
a^sspequliar laerit. ... 

As a wrker he was deficient in some^ of those qual- 
ities A^ich constitute excellence. His style was neg^ 
jigent ^iid diffuse, his sentences lon^ and illtcon* 
gsU'UOted* Sermons written in a faimihar conversa- 
ijon style, are often beard with a pteasUre-and prof- 
it r Wihich they fiteldom! afford on reading. We have 
ithe testimony of living witnesses^ that he was an ac- 
x^eptabte, ammaited ana searching preacher, and a 
/aithfql minister of the New Testament. His creed 
pattobk of the orthodoxy of the day, and paradox- 
ical as it mfay seem, he was a strenuous advocate for 
liberty of conscience and the rights of private judg-^ 
«ient,and a bitter enemy to sectarians 6f every de-' 
inQimoi^iQn — But his strongest aversions were a- 
^inst the Hopkinsians, with whom he had no inter- 
course, ^o^d wtiom he could hardly tr^at with civili- 

. His virtues were put to the severest test by thjfir 
"^l^hitfteldean spirit, that pervaded the country and 
interrupted the peace ana ordef of the churches. 
hoi\^ and difficult was the work of devising and a-, 
doptm^ a uniform system of church government and 
^isciphne. Thas work had just been accomplished 
by the wisdom' and perseverance of the Fathers of 
the New-England cburdies, which had enjoyed but' 
jet short peace ; wheiiabo&t of odiushroom exhorters^ 
lind lay preachers, wha owed their origin to Mn 
V/hiitfield, sprung up and made inroads upon the 
peace and order of christian societies and cnurcbes. 
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It is far from the intention of the writer to impeJich 
the character, or call in question the motives of this 
eminent saint. His conduct in itinerating and preach- 
ing through a country^ mostly formed into regular 
churches and societies, and furnished with stated 
pastors, is justly censurable, as contrary tathe rules 
of the gospel, and subversive of the civil and reli- 
gious peace of society, and of the order and edifica^ 
tion of the churches. 

From his example, powerful eloquenM, and in- 
flammatory zeal many settled ministers were induced 
to play the Bishop in another's diocess ; and many 
illiterate' persons to assume the office of itinerating 
preachers; By persons of this description many 
members oi this church were seduced and beguiled 
from the simplicity and .order of the gospel, to the 
great grief of their brethren and of their stated pas- 
tor. At one time we find no less than fifteen per- 
sons called before the church to answer to the 
charge of disorderly conduct andViolation of cove- 
nant engagements in going after vagrant preachers 
and lay exhorters* To deal with such persons so as 
to convert them from the error of their ways was a 
most difficult task, and required both patience, meek- 
ness, and wisdom. In several trials of this sort the vir- 
tues of Mr. Bridge shone conspicuously and triumphed 
over his enemies. During his ministry the church was 
frequently called to exercise its authority in disci- 
plining its irregular members, and it rarely exerted 
it without the designed effect. 

Much^ruth as well as keen satire is contained in 
fcis reply to the request of sundry persons to be dis- 
missed from this church in order to unite with othr 
ers in forming a church in Carlisle. Twenty years, 
said he, have I been grieved with that generation* 
* I give my most hearty consent to their dismission :' 

The time of bis ministry was a very difficult and 

5 
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frying on^ in a pecuniary point of view. So greaf 
aind sudden were the depreciations of money,- allcf 
so oppressive the burden of maintaining the revolu-^ 
tionary war, arid so many and great the embarrass- 
ments' lying upon the people aft6r the attainment of 
their indepenoence, that it is diflrcult to conceive of 
the straits to which the clergy wer^ reduced. 
Though the people were attentive to his vyants and 
indulgent to bis recjuests, yet considerable time must 
have necessarily elapsecJ before depreciations could 
be made up ami necessary supplies granted.* 

hi the commencement of the war with G.Britain and 
until the repuMicatioir of Hutchinson's Letters in 
(his country, he was a decided frieod of the cause 
and interest of Great Bfritain, But after the perusal 
of these letters, he changed his opinion, and was ev- 
er after one of the most ardent supporters of the 
independence and Hberfies of the colonies ; and his 
exertions greatly contributed to the union, zeal 
and patriotism of the inhabitants of the town. 

In 1783, April, ffy he was called in divine provi- 
dence to the painful bereavement of his cbnsort^ 
She die^ in the tHtb year of her age, after havinflj 
accompanied him 41 years in his pilgrimage, ancl 
partaken with him the afflictions and consolations of 
the gospel. 

In 179 1 he married Mrs. Joanna Abbot relict of 
Dr. Nehemiah Abi)ot, who survived him several 

*^ Soliloquy of a CounUy Parson^ meditating upon his dr" 
cumstances^ at the present day — 1 778, — \^Found among hi^ 
papers^ after his deceased] 

In short I do see it, **iii in terrible taking 
My he^r" 'tis distracted, my heart is quite achtiig 
The viciv of my case luakea me e:reatly to shudder 
Tni toBt here and there, like a ship without rudder 
Opprest by misfortunes, neglected by friend?, 
]6y most men forsaken, who neek their own ends, 
I look all around me and ask myself whether, 
1 can find bread, or meal, com or shoe-leather ; 
I protetit on my word, if one would believe me, 
t kttow not ot one, who's inclined to relieve me. 
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years. From this time his health and strength 
gradually failed. He continued however to preach 
with little interruption till a lew weeks before hin 
>death, though with all the mental and corporeal de- 
bility, incident to advanced age. After a long and 
useful ministry he was called to give "an account of 
his stewardship Oct, 1, 1792. The church erecte4 
;a naiMiunjent to his memory with the following aor 
propriate Inscription ;— 

By the Church of Christ 

In CHELMSFORD. 

In testimony of their esteem and veneration 

This sepultrial stone was erected, to stand 

as a sacred memorial of their late worthy Pasto^ 

The Rev. Ebnezer Bridge, 

who after having officiated among them 

in the srervice of the Sanctuary 

for more than a year above half a century, 

the strength of nature being exhausted, 

sunk under the burden of age 

• and Joined the congregation of the dead, 

Oct. 1, 179?,iE. 78, 

The ohHdrtn of Hev. Ebene^er Bridge were, Sarah, born July 25, 174?i, 
jQarriedfo Rev. Henrj Curomiugs. D. D. of Billerica. Ebenezer, born 
April 29. 1744. John, bom Feb. 1,1746, Eliaabeth,-p— 1747, died in io- 
/ancy. Mary, Nov.. 18, J750, married <o Mr. Timotbv \'V'inn of Woburn, 
Dow^Burlington W illiaoi, Jan. 14, 1753, now living^ in town. fCatherinei 
Feb 23, 1756, died in infancy LHcretin^ March 13, 1757, married to Dr. 
VValttr Hastings, April JO, 1777. 

Ebenezer, the oldest son Received the honors of the University at Cam. 
bridge in 1764. Sioon after lea^ving College he went to Worcester, 
where be spent a year or more in teaching a public shool. He 
then removed to Biilerica and opened a 6too» of £. and W. I. Goods. In 
1775 he was cbosen Col. of the 27tb Reg. of minute men, which he com- 
manded at the-ceJebrated battle on Bunker's Hill, in which he received 
two sli^t wounds. In 1776 or 7 he was chosen Register of deeds of 
the county of Middlesex. From 1781 to 1800 he was chosen succersive- 
]y a senator in the Legislature of Masfachusetts, aad from 1783 to 1808 
county treasurer. In 1785 be married the y^idow ot Dr. Mumford, of 
Boston, who died 1787, Sept, 29. 

He ivas a faithful guardian of the rights ^nd liberties of his conn^^ 
and a zealous ^>romoter of the interest and welfare of his native town. 
His numerous friends and acquaintances always found aicordial weifiomM 
ipd hospitable retreat at his house. He was respected abroad ^ a correct 



Digitized by 



Google 



14Q 



MEMOIR, 

OF THE PAWTUCKETT TRIBE 

OF INDIANS. 



THE early history of Chelmsford, is so blended 
with that of its aboriginals, that the former can 
hardly be intelligible without the latter. 

The most correct and authentic source of informa^ 
tion, is Gookin's Historical Collections of the Indians 
of Ne w- England,* 

He divides them into five great tribes, viz i— Pe* 
quots, Narragansetts, Pawkunnawkutts, Massachu- 
setts and Pawtucketts, The latter he thus de- 
scribes. 

'* Pawtuckett is thejifthand last great sachemship 
of Indians. Their country lieth north and north 
east from the /Massachusetts. Their dominion 
reacheth so far as the English jurisdiction doth now 
cxtendvt They have under them several smaller 
sagamores, as those of the Pennakooks, Agawames, 

politician, and an enlightened, tried patriot, and esteemed at bome for his 
public services and private virtues. 

He died at Hardwick, IS, York after a long and lingering tickneas, 
Feb. 9, 1814, aged 70. 

' N. B. John ^'iske, Jonas Clark, Samson Stoddard and Eben'r Bridge 
were the oldest sons of their respective fathers, who were the four first 
I\iIiDisters of Chelmsford. Excepting the first, they succeeded to the 
same honors and ciHces, or nearly so. The three last were Justices of 
the peace, members of the Legislature, and commanders of regiments. 
All four were active, useful men, and leading characters in town. 

»^ They were honored in their generation and the glory of their times.'* 

• General Gookin, was appointed Magistrate and Ruler over the pray- 
ing: Indians, in 1656. His history was written about 1674, after many 
years familiar intercourse with them. 

t This included the whole state of New.Hampshire. * The Massachu- 
setts tribe, inliabited principally about Massachusetts bay. Their chief 
Sagamore, had under him, many petty sachems, as those of Wachagoskas, 
Neponsit, Punkapaog, Nonontum, Nashaway and some of the Nipiuuck 
people. The I'awtucketts inhabited on their north and north east limits,' 

Gookin^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



I4l 

Naamkeets, Pascatawayes, Accomitas and others.- 
They were a considerable people heretofore, and 
held amity with the Massachusetts. They were 
almost totally destroyed by the great sickness in 
1612 and 1613* At this day 1674, there are not 
above two hundred and fifty men, besides women 
and children." 

"All thrf scattering tribes on Piscataqua and Mer- 
rimack rivers, were originally but one great nation, 
acknowledging subjection to Passaconnaway, the 
great Sagamoret of* Pennacook.' These all took 
the national name of Pawtucketls/'J 

It was customary to call those of the same nation 
or tribe, by the diflferent names of the villages, at 
which they resided. Inattention to this circum- 
stance has mtroduced great uncertainty and confu- 
sion into those transactions of the town, which rela- 
ted to the Indians in Wamesit and Pawtuckett. — 
They belonged to the same tribe, and living so near 
together, constituted but one village. They are 
sometimes called Pawtucketts, more commonly Wa- 
mesits. 

It was a favorite object with the first adventurers 
and of many of their patrons in England, to christian- 
ize and civilize the Indians in New-England. The 
govemnAnt of Massachusetts, early entered into 

* ^ What this disease was that so generally and mortallj twept awaj 
these and other Indians, in. New.Englanid, I cannot well learn. Donbt. 
less it wa« some pestilential disease. I have discoursed with some old 
Indians, that were then youths, who say, that theh> bodies all over, were 
exceeding yellow, before and after they died, describing it by a yellow 
garment, they shewed me.'^ ' Oookin, 

It was considered by the people at that day, as a divine opening for 
:lhe settlement of the English. 

t At every noted place for fishing and hunting, there used to be about 
an hundred or two hundred, who h^d a sagamore over them. In every 
great tribe there was a sagamore, to whom all the tribe acknowledged 
subjection. The lesser Sagamiores were called sachems. — MubbartTa Mia, 

X This name is probably derived from the falls of the same name, a* 
bout which the great body cf the tribe resided at an early period of their 
history, and at the bottom of which was Wamesit, their ancient capital^ 
%% thQ confluence of Concord aud Merrimack rivers . 
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rtieir ytews and labored to effectuate thelie desira- 
ble ends. Hence the praying Indians, or those who 
hopefully received the Gospel, are presented to us 
in a more conspicaous light, and their history has be^ 
jconie peculiarly interesting. Wamesit was jiot on- 
ly the ancient seat and • capital' of the Pawtuckett 
tribe, but also of the praying Indians on Merrimaclj^ 
river ; the history o| whom will necessarily involve 
ft sketch of the plan adopted by government, to 
bring thorn into a state ot civil society, while thej 
were acquirit^ the knowledge of th^e principles aiKdi 
duties ofChristianity. 

Mr. Eliot, minister of Roxbury, justly styled the 
^Apostle to the Indians," beg'an to preach to thosa 
in his vicinity in 1646 ; and by his innuence with the 
Court measures were adopted in 1656, ipr govern- 
ing and instructing them* 

* At Mr. Eliot's motion, i^re was t^ken by thie 
court to appomt some of the most prident and piot«( 
Indians ijn jevery Indian village that had received the 
gospel, to Ife rulers and qaagi8trat0s ao^ongthem, tQ 
order tlieir affairs, both civil and criminalofa more 
ordinary and inlerior nature. These rulers were 
cboseq by thems^ives, but approved by higher aur 
thority.' This authority was vested in an English 
pia^istrate, who was to joip with the «chief ot 
their rulers, in holding a higher court among them^- 
The English magistrate appointed the time asid 

flace of holding coiirt, and consented jlo judgement^ 
^ Sach village had one or more constables, chosen 
vearly. There was also a marshal general, over thp 
praying towns, called Capt. Josias, alias,Pennahannit| 
yrhose residence was at Nashobah, now Littleton. 

To carry their design into effect the court farther 
lenacted, 1. That the Indians had an original title tp 
the land.— Gen* 1-28— ch. ix.— 1. Ps. 1 15- i6. 

2. That the ciyil Indians should have lands grant;? 
pA them for towns. 3d* That the- Indiana should' 
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Aot be dmpossessed oi whiat land they ha^ subdtiea^ /* 



or driven from their fishing places. 4th. That none 
should buy land of the Indians whh(Jbt leave of 
Court. 5th.' That aH stroK^ liquors should be pro- 
hibited to be sold or given to the Indians, uAless in 
ease of sickness and that by {fermission. The En- 
glish npiidgistrate was ermpowered to make; order^ 
dnd give instructions, backed with penalties, for 
promoting the practice of morality, civility, mdus^ 
try, and diligence in their callings ; also to make and 
execute good orders for keeping holv the Sabbath 
day, that people attend public worship, that schoolg' 
he set up, and continued for the education of youth,- 
and that Indian teachers and rulers have small en- 
t:ouragement distributed among them. 

At what time the Indians at Wamesit received the 
gospt^l is not now known. But it must have been prior 
to 165r3. For we find Mr. Eliot this year passing sev- 
eral ^ays at Pawtubkett ; and when the gratitees of^ 
Chelilaeford petitioned for the same, ^r. Eliot 
in behalf of the hidians requested an appropriations 
^f certain lands , included in the former petition^ ta 
the sole use of the praying Indians at Wamesit. 
"^Fhe Courtis committee taking iiito consideratioa 
both petitions reported m favor of an appropriation^ 
or grant of land to both parties. 

in 1652 sundry persons from Woburn and Con- 
cord obtained leave to examine the tract of land, 
BOW constituting Chelmsford^ and finding many In- 
dians upon it, who had improved and cultivated cer- 
tain pieces of land, especially a part of Robin's 
bill ;. they thought it just and meet to pay them 
for their improvements ; or to make some compro- 
mise, or enter into some agreement with them con-^ 
corning it. Mr. Eliot, whose knowledge of the In- 
dian language and previous acquaintance with them. 
as a preacher qualified him lor a uegociator, was em- 
ployed for this purpose. Through his agency witt. 
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them, aud at Court an exchange of tlie land ufader 
improvement on Robin's Hill Tor an equal quantity 
under similcfr improvement at a place to be desig* 
Dated by the Indians within theii grant, was agreed 
on and ordered by the court 

Robin's hill was so called when the English first 
visited this place, and is said by tradition to nave re- 
ceived its name from its first cultivator, who was it 
is apprehended Old Robin^ or some one of the Rob-^ 
in family from Pennacook. 

The grants of land obtained by Mr. Eliot for the 
Indians lying on the west side of Concord River, 
were for the sole use of the christianized Indians^ 
whose capital was Wamesit^ Hence when the 
bounds wore established in 1665, between Chelms^ 
ford and the Indian grant, the latter is called Wame-^ 
sit, though in the act of Court in 1653 it is styled 
Pawtuckett. The reason for calling it Waraesit in 
1665 and ever after, is this, that it was granted as 
the proper right and for the sole use of the praying 
or christianized Indians at or about Wamesit. 

Gookin describes Wamesit,as lying on the east side 
4>f Concord river & containing 2,500 acres. This from 
the best calculations, that can now be made, was a- 
bout the q^uantityofland, appropriated to the Indians 
on both sides of Concord river. Their lands m 
Tewksbury, or what we may call Wamesit proper 
are estimated at 1000 acres ; and those in Chelms- 
ford, or Wamesit, so called afterwards, are suppos- 
ed to be about i5,00 acres. 

Attention to the origin and history of the family 
atPawtucket falls will shew more clearly the rea- 
son why the name of Pawtuckett was soon lost ia. 
that of Wamesit. 

The first considerable settlement at Pawtuckett 
fells was made about the year 1670. " The Pen- 
nacooks had come down the river and built a fort at 
Pawtuckett. They were opposed to Christianity 
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dnd obstinately refused to pray to God. They joined iri 
the expedition against the Mohawks, and were most- 
ly destroyed- Since that time the Pawtuckett Indians 
were at least several of them become praying in- 
dians,* Froni thid time the history oftne Indians 
at Pawtuckett and Wamesit are blended together. 
They are both praying families, and meet together 
at one place for public worship on the sabbath as 
appears fromi the account hereafter git en of the 
tonversipri of Wannalancett. Hence Gookin de- 
scribing a vi^it, which Mr. Glidt and he made to this 
place, says ; We took our journey May 5, 1674, to 
Waniesit or Pawtuckett, and arriving, there that 
evening, Mr. Eliot preatched out of Matthew 22, 
from 1 to the 14th verse in* VV annalahcet's wigwam 
about two mile^ from the town near Pawtuckett 
Palls dn Merrimack river. But the highest and last 
proof, that the Indian pllaritation originally called 
Pawtuckett was afterwards styled Wamesit, is found 
in the Indian deed of Salem,t where it is expressly 
cdled Wamesit, or Chelmsford. 

Pvblic Worships 

^* At the praying villages public worship was thud 
performed. Upon the Lord's d|iys, fast days, and 
lecture days the people asse mi bled together at the 
sound of tne drum ;* twice on Lord's days, and once 
only on lecture days. The teacher began with sol- 
emn affectionate prayer \ then read a chapter dis- 
tinctly out of the Old or New-Testament. A psalm 
was then appointed, solemnly rehearsed and s\xa^. 

^Eliot quoted by Hucbinson, vol. 1.— p. 166 Note. 

tSee extract from it in pag:e 151 

*^ Tbe Drum and bom were both used for calling people together for 
public worship. Voted that Abraham Tyler blow his horn hau an hour 
before meeting on Lord's day and lecture days and receive one lb* of 
porii aoDually for his service from each family/ 

Salt&nttana HIbU MavirhiU, 
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The minis ter'catechised and prayed before his seiv 
mon. Then preached from some text of Scrip- 
ture. He then concluded with prayer, siiiging and 
a benediction. Sometimes instead of reading the 
chapter some person answered seme questions in 
the catechism." 

It is said that the * Indiatis at Wamesft were nev- 
er very hearty in the cause of Christianity.' This 
remark is partially confirmed by the fact,, that a 
church was never established there. 

The general character of the Pawtuckeffs was 
not warlike. Unaccustomed to the fatigues and 
hardships of war, their love of peace and ease indu- 
ced them to forego the honors of warlike exploits. 
When the Mohawks made war upon the Massachu- 
setts and Pawtucketts*. they carried terrors into their 
very hearts, and forced them from their fishing pla-- 
ces, cornfields, and habitations. Tlicfy fted ta the 
£nglish for protection and support. Their ideas of 
the Maquas may be learnt from the following speech. 
Sept. 1665, five well armed, stout young Mo- 
hawks came into the house of John Taylor of Cam- 
bridge. They were arrested as spies, and sent to 
Boston. 1 he neighboring Indians came in great 
numbers to see them, and to entreat the court to 
put them to death, or suffer them to kill them. 
For said they "these Mohawks are to us what 
wolves are to your sheep. They secretly seize up- 
on us and our children wherever they meet us, and 
destroy us. If we had taken five wolves alive, and 
should let them go again and not destroj them, you 
Englishmen would be greatlj offended with us,&sure- 
ly the lives of men are of more worth than beasts.'' 
Perhaps the peaceable spirit of the Pawtucketts 
during the latter period of their residence at their 
several villages on Merrimack River might be ow- 
ing iu some degree to the dying counsel of Passa- 



Digitized by 



Google 



147 

tjxmiiaway, the Chief Sagamore afthe Pawtuckett 
nation. This Chief distinguished for his duplicity, 
sagacity and moderation, and for his skill in necro- 
mancy, at a great feast and dance in 1660 made his 
farewell speech to his people. In this he warned 
them as a dying man to lake heed how they quarrel- 
led with their English neighbors. For though 
they might do them some (Jamage, yet it would 
prove the means of their own aestruction. He 
told them that he bad been a bitter enemy to the 
Eoglish and had tried all the arts of sorcery to pre- 
vent their settlement and increase, but could by no 
means succeed. So far was this counsel regard- 
ed, that on the breaking out of Phillip's war 1675, 
Wanpalancet ihe son and successor of Passaconna- 
way retired with his people into some remote place, 
that he might not be drawn into the quarrel. 

It appears that amicable dispositions were cher- 
ished and preserved between the Pawtucketts and 
inhabitants of Chelmsford with very little interrup 
tion; though for the first half eentury they were m 
perpetual alarms and fears, and exposed to the 
greatest dangers. The Maquas, and strange In- 
dians from the southward were the fomentors and 
perpetrators of most of the mischief that was 
done. 

Tlie affray in 1676 was caused, as Hubbard and 
ethers assert, by the imprudent and unjustrriable at- 
taek of some people from Woburn andChelmsford, 
who to retaliate the burning of a barn, and some 
hay stacks, supposed to have been done by the In- 
dians, fired upon them, killed some and wounded 
several others. This excited the Indians to a pre- 
datory war. They burnt several hous^.s in Dracut, 
Chelmsford, Shawehin and Andover ; killed a son 
of George Abbot of Andover, and carried away 
imother captive. Roger Marii was wounded and 
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his horse killed. Two sons of Samuel Yarnum wepe 
shot as they were rowing a boat across Merri'k. river. 

The Engljsh erected garrison houses ip different 
parts of thp town, to which they fled on the first noi 
tice of da^er, and where they usually spent their 
nights. They were environed by a strong wall of 
stones^ or pf he^n timber, built up to the eaves of 
the houses ; through which was a gate, fastened by 
bars and bolts of iron- They were lined either 
with brick, or thick* plank. Some of them had port-^ 
boles, for the discharge of mtusquetry. In these the 
early settlers spent many a sleepless, anxious night. 

Some idea of the distressing situation to which 
they were constantly exposed, and in whiph they 
were often actually placed, may be obtained by tho 
following document, taken froip the records of the 
General Court, apd from sundry letters found on file 
in the office of the Secretary of this Commonwealthr 

" Considering the present danger of an assault by 
the Indians, on the county of Middlesex, it is ordered 
that John Phillips, Esq. be commander in chief o( 
the lower regiment, arid Maj. Tho. Hin^hman, of the 
upper regiment in Middlesex, and so continue till 
an orderly noininE^tion of Majors can be made for 
the said regiment. 

(Consented tohfthe Qovemor q,nd Council^ 

June 27, 1689. ISAAC ADDINGTON, Sec'y, 

Several garrison bouses were standing i^thin the 
memory oi some persons now living, rarticulariy 
one south of the meetii^ houserr-pn^ n^ar Mr. An- 
drew Spalding^ which was destroyed by the gale 
in 1814. Ope on the west side of Francis hill which 
overlooked the settle^aents cm Stoney Brook and 
had several dwelling houses around it, whose eel* 
lars and walls are yet visible. 

Chelmsford, July 12^ 16Q9. 
Hon. and WoRSHipruL, 

These bring you my humble service ^quaint'* 
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iug you, that yours bearing d^^te 1 1 inst. | have ret 
ceived, wherein I understand the great and earinent 
danger we are in upon account of the enemy, the 
town being threatened the next w^ek to be assaulted^. 
And not only from what yoyrs expresses ; but also 
what was discovered at Groton th^ night before las*^ 
-—the which I understand you have been informed 
of. And also at Dunstable on Thursday night last to- 
virards morning appeared withip view of Mr. Waldo'k 
garrison 4 Indians, whp shewed thei;nselves as spies^^ 
land it is judged, (though not visible) that all the gar- 
rison in said town were viewed by the enepiy ; and 
that by reason thereof their cattle an4 other crea- 
tures were put into a strange affright. W hereforjb 
Honorable and Worshipful, I judg^ it WgWy need- 
ful and necessary that we have relief at thiis towft 
and that speedily of about 20 mei) pr piore for the 
repulsing the enemy in guarding sopie oyt places^ 
which are considerable on each side Merrimack, as 
Messrs. Howard, Varnum, Coboyrq (Jz^c. who oth- 
erwise must come in to us, and l^ave i^hat they have 
^o the enemy or to be exposed to th^ ^lerdless crii- 
elty of bloody and barbarous men. . * 

1 have ordered of those troops, which ^re made 
|ip of towns, which are in danger,. 40 at a time tp 
be out upon spout until the latter eii^oC next week > 
concerning whom i judge it needful and necessary 
that th^y be released to go home to guard the seve^ 
iral towns, they belong to. Thus Honprable and 
Worshipful please to consider and grant th^ abov^ 
petitioned things, which I hope and believe will b^ 
Conducible to the safety and security ofi;^ and these 
exposed tawofi and highly oblige your most huov^ 
ble servant: 

THOMAS HINCHMA?f^ 

T['q the Hon. Governor and Coynct/, 
j^iitir^ in Bo$twu 
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Mode of Catching and Dressing Fish 

<* From the Indian, or wild hemp they made cord- 
age, with which thej manufacturea nets from 30 to 
40 feet long, which they used in taking salmon, stur- 
geon and shad* With this they prepared lines to 
ivhich they affixed crooked pieces of bone in the 
form of a hook for aagUng. They had also a singu- 
lar mode of catching sturgeon in the night. They 
lighted upa birchen bark, and waving it to and frp, 
by the side of the canoe, allured the sturgeon^ which 
'approached, " tumbling and playing and throwing 
up their white bellies," into which the Indians stuck 
their spears and darts. " Their backs aie impene- 
trable." 

Their mode of dressing fish was to boH it with beans 
and maize. In this pottage they boiled fish and flesh 
of all sorts either green, or dried, cutting it in small 
pieces. They also mixed with this pottage several 
sorts of roots, groundnuts, pompions, squashes, acorns^ 
walnuts, chesnuts. The nuts being dried and pow- 
dered, were used instead of meal to thicken their 
pottage. 

Cburts, 

The English Magistrate usually held his court aj 
"Wamesit annually in May. Mr. Elliot attended him 
to give advice to the magistrates, and to preach to 
the Indians, whom tliQ occasion might call together 
in greater numbers. * While many resorted to this 
^mcient capital seat of Indians to psh, he seized the 
opportunity, to spread the net of the gospel to fish 
ibr their souls.' 

In the early settlement of New-England thePaw- 
lucketts consisted of about 3OO0 ; and in 1674, 250. 
At Wamesit, when Mr. Elliot persuaded them to le- 
ceive the gospel, there were about 75 souls. Their 
^hief sagamore and civil ruler after they became 
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christianized, was Numpow, " a man of a noble spir-^ 
It." Hi's son Samuel was their teacher. In the 
expedition against the Mohawks in 1669 they were 
mostly destroyed. B^ing reduced to a very smaU 
number, they determined to remove farther to the 
north ; and, that they might notga away with re- 
sentment and unfavorable impressions against the 
English, they were persuaded not only to sell the 
lands assigned them by the government, but also in 
16S6 to release by deed all right in the townships of 
Concord, Chelmsfordj Groton, Lancaster, Stow and 
Dunstable,* 

The same year certain Indians at Wamesit and 
Natick, gave a deed of sale of the township of Sa- 
lem.t This also was probably done to prevent any 
future evil, that might arise from the Indians, on the 
pretence of injustice on the part of the English, in 
taking away their lands by force or fraud, and with- 
out compensation* 

In the year abovesaid, the Indians at Wamcfsif, 
sold for valuable considerations all their land west of 
Concord river, except Wannalancet^s old planting 
field, together with 500 acres on the north of Mer- 
jpimack river, reserving the privilege of hunting and 
fishing, and of using what wood was necessary for 
the dressing of their food and other conveniences. 

After this their head quarters were at Penna- 
cook, though a few families remained at Wamesit 
several vears ; and others were occasionally there 
onhuntmg and fishing parties and for the purpose 
of visiting their English Iricnds and former neigh- 
bors. 

•Douglass. 

t A copy of this Deed is yfitiied in Rev. Mr, BentleyV History of 
Salem, iiznod by David Nonnupanohow, Sam Wuttaannoh, John Jonto-- 
qi]iin«. Cicilys* son, grandchildren of George Sagamore j Cicily Petag- 
hunckig, Sarah Weittaquatinnugk, daughters of George Sagamore, a- 
Ibresaid, and Thomas Wkqoeaknssennum, alias, Capt. Tom, all oC 
^^Hjpmessfck, alias, Chelmsford, and ceitain others from Natick. 
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tn 1689, the Pawtucketts at Pennacook, ivete 
bl^ougbt into public notice, by their cruel plot a- 
gainst the life of Mai. Waldron, of Cocheckor or Do- 
ver; and the friendshilp of some of the former in- 
babitants of Wamesit, is abundantly tested by their 
disclosure of it to Maj Hinchman, as will appear by 
the followii^ letters, copied from the originals on 
file in the Secretary's offic^^ 

Hon'd. SiRf 

This daty (tvo Indians canie from f'ennacook; 
viz. Job Maramasquand and Peter IVIuckamug, who 
l*eport that damage will undoubtedly be done with- 
in a few days at Piscataqua, and that Maj. Waldron,^ 
in particular is threatened ; and that Tulimatt fearg 
that mischief will quickly be done at Dunstable,—^ 
I'he Indians can give a more particular account to 
your honor. They say if damage be done, the blame 
shall not be on themf, having given a faithful account 
of what they hear ; and are upon that report moved 
to leave their habitation and corn at Pennacook.— ^ 
Sir^ I was very loth to trouble you, and to expose 
myself to the censure and derision of some oi the 
eionfid^nft peojJe, that would pretend to make a 
sport w'ith what I send down by Capt. Ton^ (alias, 
Tbomai^ 0kqucakussennum.) 

I am constrained from a sense I have of my duty, 
alid from love to my country-men, to give the infor- 
mation as above. So with my humble service trf 
your honor, and prayers for the safety of an endaDi» 
gered peopie. I am, Sir^ your humble servant. 

June 22. THQ. HINCHMAN^ 

Hon'd. Sm, This 22 June. 

This day Captayne Tom and another Indian^ 
informed me that there is farther mischief intended 
by the Indians, which the bearer hereof, Thomaa^ 
t40ud, is able to inform you of* — yrs. T. H. 

Hon. Thomas Danfort^, Esq. at Cambridgp." * ' 
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Mn Danfortb, providentially detained from tbd 
kneeling of the council, inclosed the foregoing in the 
following letter directed to Governor BrMstreet^ 

HoKwSiR, June 22, 1689. - 

The enclosed canie to hahd last night by the bear- 
er, who has farther to infer m^and gives such a charac- 
ter of the Indians^ & brings such a report as gives great 
cause to fear it is too true^ He will iniorm of the 
Bames^wbo they are,and of the manner that they hiave 

E lotted their designs. Something must of necessity 
e dode^ or Matters will grow worse. I understand 
that Hawkins* is a principal enemy^ and that he 

*As a tpecimea of Indian faltb the following lettein of isaid Hawkint hT4 
subjoioed; 

'' May 9» 1685 Honour GoTuernor my friend 

Ton my friend I desire your worship And your power, because I hope 
ton cto do som gieat ikattjers this one. I am poor and naked, and I 
bave no m^n it ray place because 1 afraid allways Mobors he will kill me 
every day & night. If your worship when p]ea«e pray help me jrou no let 
Mohogs kill me at my place at Malaraake river called Fannckkog and 
Nattukkog, I will submit your worship and your power* And now I 
want poijdefand such alminishon^ shott and gong^becsLuse I have forth at 
ftiy bom aild I plant theare. This all Indian hand, but pray you do con« 
sider your humble servant Johh Hookivi /flbj^^ 

Another from the sam^ 
Honour Mr Governor May 15 1635 

Now this day I com your hou9e, t want $ee yon and I bring my hand 
«t before you I wani shake band to you. If your worship when please 
then ^ou receive my hand, then ihike yoiir hatid and my band. Ifoa 
my fnen9 because 1 remember at old time when live my grant father and 
xrant mother then Englishmen com this country, then my griint father and 
Unglishmeu they make « good govenant, they freend allwayes, my grant 
fether Icving at place called Malamake rever, other name chef Natukkog 
and Panukkog, that one rever great many names St 1 bring you this fe# 
skins at this tlrst time 1 Will ghe you my friend 
This all Indian hand 

* JoBir >^ Hawkins Sagamore. 

The two foregoing were 8i&;ned by 14 other Indians at Pennacook, a«r 
roong whom was Old Robin and Peter Robin. 

Another from the same^ 
Please your worship, 

I will intreat you matther yon my friend, now this, if my Itidian he 
do, you long pray you no put your law because some of my Indiana 
ho\ some men mnoh love drui^ then he no know what he do, may be 
he do mischif when be drunk, if so pray yea must let me know what be 
done, because I will penis him what he have done you, you my friend if 
yoa desire my busines, then sent me 1 will help you iff can. 

Mr. JoHir Hoo^fNS. 

Mlcnap*9 Uii, JV, JK VbU 1, AppcnSb. 

It 
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threatens that whosoever comes to treat whether 
English or Indians they will knock them on the head. 
They are a company of young men, 30 in a compa- 
ny. They have a special design on Maj. Waldron 
and Peter Coffin, and under pretence of trade intend 
to surprise them and that speedily. I am much a- 
fraid, if there be no speedy course taken their com- 
pany will increase. I must beg excuse for my ab- 
sence to day, for by the providence of God I am de- 
tained. God direct. 

Ymr hmnble servant, THOlVIAS DANFORTH. 

N. B. I entreat that Maj* Waldron have speedy notice ; 
better to send on purpose, than not at all. 

On the above information the Governor and coun- 
cil ordered a messenger to be sent to Cochacho with 
the following disclosure of the plot. But* by rea- 
son of the unexpected detention of the messenger 
at Newbury ferry, during the fatal night of the 
27th of Jiine the news came too late to save the 
brave, but unfortunate Waldron. 

Boston, June 27', 1 689, 
HoN^BLE Sir, 
The Governor and Council having this day re- 
ceived a letter from Maj. Henchman of Chelmsford, 
informing that some Indians are come in unto them, 
who report, that there is a gathering of some Indians 
in or about Penecooke with design of mischiel to the 
English. Among these said Indians oneHawkins is said 
to be a principal designer ; and that they have a par- 
ticular design against yourself and Mr. Peter Coffin. 
The council thought it necessary to send you advice 
thereof, and to ffive you notice, that you may take 
care of your safeguard ; they intending to endeavor 
to betray you on a pretention of trade. Please forth- 
with to signify the import hereof to Mr. Coffin and 

*For a full account of thia intereistintr affair the reader is referred to 
Dr. Belknap's His. N. Hampshire, Vol. 1, p, 245 and so on. 
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others as you may think necessary, apd advise of 

what information you may at any time receivie of 

the Indians motions. 

By order ofCmnctL ISAAC ADDINGTON, Sec^ 

For Maj. Waldron and Mr. Peter CoflSn, or either x«f 

them at Cochechsu These with all possible speed. 

This plot is said by Hubbard to have been form- 
ed by some strange Indians, who having been pun- 
ished for their cruelty and treachery to the English 
meditated revenge, and artfully engaged some of 
the Pennacooks to assist them in obtaming it. 

A relation oi Wannalancet's conversion tc^ether 
with a few interesting anecdotes will close the me- 
moir. 

Wannalancet was the son of Old Passaconnaway, 
the great Sagamore of Pennacook to whom the 
whole Pawtuckett tribe acknowledged subjection. 
In 1659 Wannalancet was imprisoned for a debt of 
45L He affirmed that several Indians now in pos- 
session of a small island in Merrimack river 3 miles 
above Pawtuckett falls, containing about 60 acres, 
the half thereof was lM*oken up, were willing to sell 
their interest in this Island, and so redeem Wanna- 
lancet out of {H*ison. The court gave liberty to sell said 
land for the purpose aforesaid ; and Wannalancet was 
liberated. He succeeded after the death of his father 
to tjie Sachemship of the Pawtuckett tribe and 
moved about 1670 as related in the preceding ac- 
count to Pawtuckett falls, where he built a fort on 
the heights south east of the river. He wa^ >* :a 
sober, grave person, between fifty and $ixty ye^urs 
of age,^' when Mr. Eliot and Mr. <jrookin visited him 
in 1674. " He was always loving and friendly to 
the English ; but was unwilling to receive Christian- 
ity." ** Many endeavors were made for several - 
years to gain this sachem to embrace Christianity. 

tJ2 
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A great reason for his aversion was supposed to be 
the indisposition of sundry of his chief men and rela- 
tions to pray to God, who, he foresaw, would desert 
bim in case he turned christian. He had consented 
to hear preaching and to keep the sabbath (or four 
years previous to the visit paid him by Mr. ElFot 
and Mr. Gookin, May, 5, 1674, when Mn Eliot 

E reached from the parable of the marriage of the 
ing'sson^ Mattb. 22, — 1, 14, On the next day 
Mr. Eliot ' proposed to him to give his answer con- 
cerning praying to God. He stood up and after 
some deliberation and a serious pause made a speech 
to this effect.' 

^' Sirs, you have been pleased for years past in 
your abundant loKe ta apply yourselves particularly 
unto me and my people ta exhort, press and persuade 
us to pray to God. I awL xexj thankful to you for 
your paina. I mu$t acknowledge I have all my days 
been used to pass in an old canoe, and now you ex- 
hort me to change and leave my old canoe and em« 
bark in a aew one. to which 1 have hitherto been 
unwilling ; hut now 1 yield up myself to your advice 
and enter into a new canoe aim do engage to pray to 
God hereaften'* 

" ThiiJ processed subjection was welt pleasing (o 
all that were present, of whom there were some 
English persons of quality ; as Mr. Richard Dan- 
iel, a gentleman who lived ia BiUerica about 6 miles 
off I apd Lieut* Hiiichman,. a neighbor at Chelms- 
ford, besides brother Eliot and myself and sundry 
others English and Indians.'' Mr. Daniel desired 
brother Eliot to tell this sachem from him, ^^ that it 
may be> while he went in his old canoe, be passed 
1/1 a quiet stream. ; but the end thei*eof would be 
death and destruction' to soul and body. But now 
\ie went into a new canoe, perhaps he would meet 
with storm? and trials, but yet he should be encour- 
aged to perscTCre, for the en^ of his voyage would. 
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be everlasting rest." ** Moreover he and his peo 
pie were exhorted by brother Ehot and mjself to 
go on and sanctity the Sabbath, to hear the word, 
and use the means that God hath appointed and en-* 
courage their hearts in the Lord their God. Since^ 
that time I hear this sachem doth persevere and is 
a diligent and constant hearer of GodV word and 
sanctjAeth the sabbath, though he doth travel ta 
Wamesit meeting every sabbath, which is above two 
miles ;.and though sundry of his people have de- 
serted him.* 

" Wannalancet was always peaceable and true 
to the English ;'t and Mr. Fisk and Maj. Hinchman 
are said to have cultivated his friendship and that of 
the Wamesits with successful assiduity; of which 
the following traditionary anecdote is corroborative.. 

At the conclusion of Pnillip^s war, or some of those 
Indian wars, which proved destructive to many En- 
glish settlements, and extremely embarrassed and 
perplexed the frontiers, Wannalancet after a long 
absence called on the Rev. Mr. Fiske and congrat- 
ulating him on the restoration of peace, solicitously 
enquired after the welfare ot the people in Chelms- 
ford, and whether they bad suffered greatly during 
the war. Mr. Fiske, replied that they had been 
hkhly favored, for whien he desired to thank God... 
^ Me next,' said the sagacious sagamore, intimating: . 
that through his tnflmnce this town had been ex* 
empted from the calamities, that had befallen many 
others. 

The frequent disclosure of evil designs against 
the English, made to Maj. Hinchman by the Indiantf 
at Wamesft shews*the mutual confidence and friend- 
ship existing between them. 

Hinchman had the special care and* inspection of 
them and by his prudence and wisdom conciliated 
. their respect and esteem. 

«€fooldD p. 187^ Bis^ Col. Vol. 1. tHubbard, Ind. Wars p. 329, 
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To illi^trate this remark the following narratiye 
js inserted entire from Gookin. 

In the year 1670 a party of the Rf ocjuas or Mo- 
hawks, looking after tneir prey met with some In- 
dians in the woods, belonging to Naumkuk or Wain- 
«sit upon the north side of Alerrimack river qot far 
from some English houses ; where falling upon these 
Indians, who were travelling in a path, the^ killed 
isome and took others, whom they also killed ; and 
among the rest a young maid of about fourteen years 
old was taken, the scalp of her head taken otf, her 
fikuU broken, and she was left for dead with others. 
Some of the Indians escaping came to their iellows, 
and with a party ef men they went forth to bring 
; oflF their deaa, wnere they found this maid with life 
in her. So they brought her home and got Lieuten- 
ant Thomas Hinchman, a^ood man, and one that 
hath inpection aver them by my order to Use mean9 
for her recovery. And though he had little hope 
thereof, yet he took the best care h^e could about it 
. As soon as he conveniently cmild, be sent her to an an- 
<^ient and skilful woman, living at Woburn about teqi 
miles distant, called Goodwite Brooks to get her 
'to use her best endeavors to recover the maid ; 
which by the blessing of God she did, though she was 
two years or more in curing her. 1 was at Good- 
wife Brooks' house in May 1673, when she was in 
;cure ; and she shewed me a piece or two of the 
i^kull, that she had taken out. in May last 1674 the 
second day I being among the Indians at Pawtuck- 
«tt to keep icourt, and Mr. ]Bliot, and Mr. Richard 
Daniel and others with me, I saw the maid alive am} 
jn health, myi looked upon her head, which was 
whole, except a little spot as a big as a sixpence 
might cover. But there was no hair come again 
upon the head, where the scalp was flayed off." 

Wamesit suffered more from the Moquas, than 
;%ny other praying village. Divers of their people 
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iirere slain, others wounded, and some carried inta 
pa()tivity. 

On the whole it appears from an attentive ex- 
amination of the subject, that the Pawtuckett tribe 
were less addicted to revenge and cruelty, and had 
more good qualities to excite admiration and esteem, 
than any tribe in New-England. There were some 
individuals, it iS^^rue, that were treacherous and vin- 
dictive, but their national character gives a favora- 
ble impression of the good qualities of these savages* 
And it is a well authenticated fact, that most of 
their treacheries and hostilities towards the English, 
were the effect of foreign influence, either from the 
French on the north, or from those strange Indians, 
that incorporated themselves with them from the 
southward and westward. 

The judgment of four sachems at Pawtuckett m 
the case of an idolatress does great honor to their 
understandings, and the story as related by Mr. 
Eliot, deserves to be transmitted to posterity. 

" In the , spring of the year 1653, being sundry^ 
days at Pawtuckett, and spending a Sabbath amon^ 
them, there was a woman at the meeting, who had 
a small bright brass image of a man, about her neck, 
hanging by a string, fastened about the neck of the 
image. 1 observed it, but thought little of it. AU 
terwards when I thought to have gone away, mv 
horse had run and gone homeward, as they founi^ 
by his foosteps, whereupon I sent some after my 
horse and purposed to have gone on foot, till they 
met me with the horse. Many being gathered to- 
gether to take leave of me, among the rest was the 
woman with the image about her neck. I asked her 
why she wore it there j she roundly and readily an- 
swered me, I pray unto it! Why said I, do you ac- 
count that to be your God ? She as readily answer- 
ed yes. At which I marvelled, having never seen 
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the like at any place bcfcre* I thertjfore dcciareil 
to hcrand'lo the company about me, the greatness 
of the sin of idolatry. I urged the second com- 
mandment. I shewed that idols should be demol- 
ished. I desired her to give it mo^ that I might de« 
molish it, but she refused. I offered her half a 
crown for it ; but she was not willing. Perceiving 
it to be tied with a riding knot, I slipped the knot 
and slipt oif the image* Then she swelled with an- 
ger and cried* 

I presently gave her half a crown, which she took, 
but was nbt pacified* I told the company the first 
pond I came to, I would cast il in. VVhen I depart- 
ed, she girt up her loins and ran after me ! VVhen 
1 perceived it, I asked her whither she went, she 
answered me, whither I went, that she would not 
leave me so long as I had her God about me. 

It began to rain, which was some discouragement 
to my going forward. I considered also that this 
act of mine in taking away the idol, was neither so 
proper, nor so valid, as it would be, if the rulers 
and sachems should dd it. I resdlvcd to return and 
did so, and the woman after me. When I returned 
to the wigwd m, there being four sachemis present 
that prayed to God, I desired them all to come to« 
gether. I told them that seeing the rain bad driven 
me back, God would not have me yet go; but some- 
what else is to be done about this idol, and the sin of 
idolatry. And because the woman is not yet con- 
tent with what I have done, I do commit the matter 
and the idol to you to judge. 

So I laid it upon the ground before them where 
they sat, and went to confer with the company. 

When they had set about half an hour in consul- 
tation, they de&rired the company to come before 
them, which was done. They said they had agreed 
upon the judgmentr— 1st that the act m taking the 
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idol was well done. 2dly, That oue inan shouia h^ 
appointed to demolish 4he idol, and three others for 
witnesses, that it . was done. 3dly, They adjudged 
the idolatress to be a great sinner ; yet as it was 
the first time, arid she had dope it ignorantly there- 
fore they would spare her. Yet they did all, one af- 
ter ariotWr, reprove her very soleinnly. 

Aftef execution done upon the idol, one deckred 
that he understood that there were some more idols 
like to that in pthef houses. I requested the sa- 
chems to s6nd for those, also. The constable went 
well guardedj' and presently brought a bright brass 
image or seraphim with his wings spread, to the sa- 
chems, who passed the san^e judgement as they had 
done upon the forifier^ and it was executed accord- 
ingly. ..... 

I asked how it should come to pass, that there 
should be such idolatry here, and i^ no place else 
that I had , heard, of. They rendered this reason. 
That this being the most northerly plate that I re- 
sort to, some of the Indians have commierce with the 
Indians that are yet more northerly, who have com- 
merce with those whom the French t6ach to pray 
to such idols. Therefore they think the idols and 
idolatry come frofn them.'^ 

•The French wei^e in possession of Canada, and foifind the Indianjs 
very convenient instriinjent«. .bj vvhich to execnte tlicir malicious de- 
signs against the English. Father Ralie, the French Jesuit and Missibn- 
ary— was a fire-brand among* fiie Indians, that kindled their vindictive 
passions into aflame against the peacable borderers of the Engli->Li ter* 
ritory. 

. The 1st Indian war, called Philip's war. Began t675--Philip was 
killed Aug. 1676, and the war concluded tl«is year 

The 2d Indinn war. called King William's, began 1689, ended 1693. 

The 3d French and Indian war, called Queen Ann's war, began 1703^ 
ended 1712— After PhilipVwar, part of the tribe of the Nashawa s 4iiov 
ed to f*ennacook, and became incorporated with the inhabitants of that 
village. 

1686— Joseph Trask, alia% Puagastion of Pennacook ; Job, alia?, Pom- 
pamamay, of Natick and Simon Feticoni, alias, VVananapan, oi Waiiias- 
sick, or Waymesit, conveyed a certain tract of land, twelve miles square- 
to sundry persons for JE23, afterward called Rutland, in the <x>unt^ rft 
Worcester. 

Itt 1696, there were 30 Indian Church«s in N. England. 
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AITENDIX. 

NO. I. 

To the Hon'* Johii Endicot mth others of ih^ Hon. Magi's^* 
irates and deputies at the Hon* Court now at Boston assembled. 

Humbly StrEWETH, That whereas we your hum- 
ble petitioners who made bold the 4ai^ court assem- 
hled to present a petition at the bar of thk hon. 
Court, which was accepted and granted to us, for 
which weffive the court bumble thaiifcs; and beiiMf' 
encouraged bj this court to view the land, that lietR 
jet undisposed of and unim'proyed on tho other side 
of Concord river : accordingly weJKive by a comity 
taken cariB and paynes to do, with sevelral others, 
that by 4he providence of God are now joined peti- 
tioners with us, who upon our viewing the land a- 
hove said do 6nd a tracke of land, whi«^b borderetb 
upon the river Merimack near to Paatucket, which 
we do find a very coujfortable place to accominidate 
a company of God'^s people upon ;. that may with 
God's blessing and assistance live comfortably uporv 
and do good in that place for church, and Common- 
wealth; and many of your petitioners are destitute 
of accommodations, sotoe never having had any, and 
some others very little comedation, for that wc cannot 
subsist, unless we do take some care to look out a 
way (as G-od may direct) for our Com^foriable sub*- 
sistance — and now we your humble petitioners da 
intreat this hon. court to grant to us so much land as 
may be there laid out to .the quantity of six miles 
square of upland and meadow, which parcel of land 
we do entreate may begin at Merimaeke river at a 
necko of land next to Concord river — and so 
run up by Concord River south — and west into 
the country to make up that aircumference or quaa 
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ftky of land, as is above expressed. And fora^- 
jinuch as many of the petitioners are in great necea- 
sitj, haying no settled place to al>ide nn ; &; we all in 
^general be jng 4^sinou94o proceed together as one 
man to carry on that work, the Lord shall call us to, 
and this hon. co^irt shall in their clu^istian wisdom, di- 
rect us; therefore we humbly intreat this hon. Court 
lo gratify their humble petitioners with a speedy anr» 
fiwer — so shall you ever bind us to serve you, >vherey' 
in you shall command. 

Your humble servenls. 



Benj. Butterfield 
John Pal-ker 
Isaac Learned 
James Parlor 
<5eorge Faney 
Thpmas CJiamberlia 
JosGpb Parker 
John Hosmer 
Jacob Parker 
Henry Foster 
Wm. Chamberlin 
John Nuttinge •* 
Edmund Chamberlin 
John Baldwinge 
^Richard GriflSn 



James Blood /* 
John Smedley 
Roger Draper 
^William Fletcher 
Thomas Adams 
Wm. Hartwell 
Robert Procter 
)\m. Butricke 
Baptis Smedley 
Richard HiJdret^ 
Thomas Briggam 
Daniel Bloggett ^ 
John Hall 
Wm. Hall 

May la, 165^. 



NO. H. 

-^t a General Court of Election held ai Boston* 
the 16th of May 1653. In answer to a petition o^ 
several of the inhabitants of Concord and Woburn 
for the erecting a new plantation on Merrimack 
River near to Pawtucket, the court doth grant the 
petitioners aforesaid the tract of bnd mentioned in 
their petition, .exqept some part of it, joynin^ ^h^ 
Merrimack River, provided that the said petitioners 
^hall sufficiently break irp so much land for the In^ 
dians in such place as they shall appoint within such 
jplantation as shfill there be appointed them, as they 

V2 
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liayp of planting ground about a hill, called Robin^s 
pill, and that the Indians shall have use of that 
planting ground aforesaid free of all damage until the 
petitioner^ haye broken up the land for the Indians 
aforesaid. As to the plantation petitioned for by 
Mr. Eliot, ]the couri judgeth it meet to be granted 
them (Injliaps) with the exceptions and provisions 
jiforementioned. And for state ing, (or laying out) 
of both, that Papt. Johnson andCapt. tVillard be ap- 
pointed to lay out the said plantations or townsliip, 
the English at the cliarge of th^ petitioners — the 
Indian pl^nt^^ion at the charge of the coijn^ry with- 
in one mopth after thi? session. Otherwise the 
plantation3 not to be laid out. That if thq petitioi|- 
ers of Concord ^nd Woburn shall not witnin two 
years settle a competent number of families^ 
thereby building and planting upon the said tract of 
land, twenty families or upward being so considered, 
so as they may be in capacity for enjoying all the 
ordinances of God there, then this grant to be void. 
A true copy — as appears by the examination of 

ISAAP ADDINGTON, Sec, 

NO. in. 

7th 3 month i656. 
The humble petition of the Inhabitants of Chelms- 
ford sheweth, that whereas this bon. Court, hath 
formerly given them a gertaya tract of land*which 
we thankfully exsept, and we thought it to have 
been sufficient and convenient for a plantation ; but 
by reason of the stonines of some part and the 
barones of another part thereof we were constrain- 
ed to sitqatt our habitation on the corners of our 
bounds, which was only Convenient for that use, and 
so we have unavoidably put ourselves upon stracts, 
because now our situation is near upon our north 
east line, and whereas we have no outlet forou^ 
f::^tle to feed on — taay it please therefore this hpn, 
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Court to take this our condition into considcratloi^ 
and to grant a small parsitl of land from our north 
east line downe to Merimack river, and so boundedf 
jbj said river about 3 miles and so run upon a south 
M^est line, as that w^ would not be any hindrance to 
Grauton plantation — and your ^ petitioners will con- 
tinually remain praying foi^ a blessing upon all yoiif 
^aity affairs^ 

Isaac Learned 
Thomas Adams 
Simon Thompson 
Edward Spalding 
Benja. Butterfield 
Jp^ Fiske Wm. Fletcher 

Wm. Underwood 
In the haype of the townV 

NO. ly. 

\/it a General Court held at Boston^ on the \4 JHau 
1656. 

In answer to a petition of the Inhabitants of 
Chelmsford, together with that part of Mr. Eliot's 
petition, respecting an enlargement of land, on con- 
ference with the comittee who laid out the boundnf 
of Chelmsford, and on perusal of a plot of the said 
plantations, apd also of tne tract of land now by botfc 
parties petitioned for — the court judgeth it meet, 
that the Indian grant be extended a mile from the 
north east angle or corner bound of Chelmsford, ai- 
butting on Merimack and Pawtucket eastward tak-- 
ing in John Sagamore's planting ground, and the end 
of said miie to determine the Indian plantation.--^ 
And for the rest of the land in behalf of both towns 

f)etitioned for — that Chelmsford South and North 
ine, abutting en Tadmuck be extended from the 
north west corner three miles north so as it pass not 
J||errimack riter and from thence a paralel \i^^ 
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f/nth the cast and west line of Ghelmsford, until it 
^eet with Merimack river. And that the whole* 
Itract of land ^o taken be and remain in coqiunity un- 
Ao the town of .Chelcnptord and the Indian town, cat- 
led Pa wtucket. 

A true copy of record — as appears, examined by 

ISAAC ADDINGTON. Sec. 

NO. y. 

Bounds between Ghelmsfovd ar^ Pawtuckelrr-or the WapiesUsh 

Juke 8, 1656. Ensign Henchman and Seargeant 
Fletcher, being appointed by the town of Chelms- 
Ibrd and Seargeant Parker and Jona. Danforth, Esq. 
of Biilerica, and the Indians who are the Inhabitant? 
of Wamesit, beipg appointed by the ;Indian court tp 
jrun the .line between C. aqd W. did attend the same 
and the bounds between thenp are as follow. VV^e 
began at a stake by the side of Concord river, which 
is the Eoost northerlj corner of Billerica on this side 
of the river, and Jtiom that stake we run a straight 
Jine until we come oyer the river meadow to a blac^ 
oak fliarfced W, C. from thence westward we cros- 
sed ,ihe high ridge t6 a pine in the bottom marked 
<as before. From thence we rpn by marked trees 
:at a little distance westward of the high ridge unto 
,a little white oak; from thence it turns to the great 
^wampby a great white oak njarked, pn the east 
jside of Butterfield's high-waj, and from thence to 
the swanprp and ten feet within the swamp, there be- 
ting a white oak tree marked wjbere we came to the 
^wamp with W. and C ; and so the line is to run IQ 
/eet within the thick swamp, until you .come to Ens. 
Ilenchman's meadow. There it comes from the 
^wamp to ten white oaks standir^ together one be- 
jng marked, and from thence by marked tree^ leav* 
|ng the swamp and meadow to Chelmsford-— an^si? 
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0ot(tinue the line to Merrimack riren Also it is a*' 
greed that Chelmsford shall have convenient high- 
Vfrajs through this land in any place, that shall 
be found needful^ — as also a convenient highway 
by their line from Merrimack river to Hench*- 
man's dam. 

This was agreed by us, 

Thomas Henchman' 
Wm. Fletcher 
John Parker 
. ^ Jona* Danforth 

There were present and consented 
Nob How Frances 

John Line Samuel, alias Menatoquer 

Merstick George Old RogeK 

NO. VI. 

To all people vihom it may concern* 
Whereas the general court of the Massachusetta 
• was pleased dt their own beneficence and bounty to 
grant unto the Indians of Pawtucke tt a pareel of' 
land adjoining the bounds of Chelmsford plantatioh,: 
the situation whereof being by experience found 
prejudicial to the mutual peace «f the said planta«» 
tion ; now this witneaseth that the Indian inhabitants 
of the said plantation with the consent and approba*^ 
tion of the Rev. John Eliot, sen. have covenant"^ 
ed and agreed to make an exchange of land witii 
the Inhabitants ol Chelmsford in the manner follow- 
ing: viz. That the partition ai:d dividing line be-r 
tweenthe said English and Indian plantations shall 
begin at the great swamp the said swamp being left 
within the bound of Chelmsford e^Ecept; only about 
10 feet in breadth and from thence - tne line to be 
continued by marked trees as the former committee 
set out the same uiitil it reach Merimack river, and^ 
all the land lying on the north east side of said line 
formerly belonging to Chelmsford shall hcnccifortli. 
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Die the proper right arid to the sole use of Indians oi . 
the said Indian plantation, an^ all the land lying on 
the south west side of the said line, excepting only 
what is hereafter granted to James Parker, wheth- 
er of the Iddian old or new gritnt shall forever be 
and remain the proper right and to the sole use of 
the Inhabitants of Chelmsford. 

And whereas there is a parcel of land, lying at 
the west end of the Indian Grants which is not with- 
in the bounds of either ^antation, this witnesseth 
that the abovfesaid land is by the fr#e consent of 
both parties, or plantations, given, granted and alien- 
ated unto James Parker of Chelmsford aforesaid in 
eonsideration of his great pains and costs, which he 
hath necessarily been at in setting bounds as above 
expressed between the' above said plantations, to 
have and to hold the same with all the apurtenan* 
ces thereof to him the said Janies Parker his heirs 
find Assigns forever, and to his and their only proptr 
use and behoof — and to the true pcfformance oP 
the above named exchange and grant mfutually made 
by and between the said plantations & al^b their joint 
grant and gift to the said James Parker on condi- 
tion and inf rtatm^r aforesaid — both the plantations 
aforesaid do bfed themselves, their heirs and assigns 
forever by these presents. In witness whereof we 
whose names are subscribed as Legatees afnd trus- 
tees of the above said plantations have hereunto put 
our names and seals Apr. 3. 1660. 
Signed in presence af 

Sam'l Green WAi. Fletcher ^- ^ . , > James 

^JTm.Syraes Tho. Hincbman \ ^^^^ Jlarker, 

James Converse John Elliot, in witness of mj- appro* 

batipn. 
l^untokim John Tawataban^s m'^k o ( Acknowledged by Wi^. Fletcher; 
Peter's do. w < Ihom. Henchman and James Par- 



]Jlonotit*8 do^C f ker trustees for the Indians to be' 

^ussanaset'e do. 6. C act and deed. 

Pannabot^^qnin's do, w ? Made in the presence of John EK 

l?«mphonVdo. S- f liotjun. 
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NO- Vlf . 

The: nthe: Ut month 1666— 7 

LicuT. Foster, Daniel Blogget^ and Jacob Pailcer 
being a Committee appointed by xhe Selectmen to 
state to every proprietor in the new field their pro- 
portion offence, do find the nutnber of acres and 
the length of fence as in the following table. 

Acres of land 214 | Length of fence 555 po. I Due to a lot of 6 acres two 
I I polls and 10 feet of MDcev 



The names of the several proprietors with the nuwher of acres 
now in their possession^ in the order they now lie. 

Acres. Acres. 

12 Solomon Key es 6 

1 3 Benj. Butterfield, 42 

14 Edward Kemp, 6 

15 Jacob Parker, 17 

16 John Spalding, 6 

1 7 John Stevens, 6 

18 Mr. Fiske, 6 

19 Josiah Richardson, 6 

20 Sam'l Fletcher 6 

21 John Surge, 6 
22Jphn Perrum, 6 



1 John Webb alias Everett, 8 

2 John Bates, 6 

3 Henry Bowtal, 12 

4 Mineral Lot Mr. Webb, 6 

5 John Wright, 9 

6 Henry Farewell, 6 

7 Edward Spald^lg, sen. 6 

8 Daniel Blogget, . 12 

9 John Shepley, sen. 18 

10 Joseph Parkis, 12 

11 Edward Spalding^ jun. 6 



1:^0. vni. 

I68fi J^^NATHAN Tyng, Esq. and Maj. Thomas 
Henchman jointly purchased of the Indian^ 
of Wayinesit 500 acres of land lying north of Mer- 
rimack river, and bounded on the east by Beaver 
brook and southvirardly by Merrimack river near 
Pawtucket falls, also what land doth lie on the west 
Bide of Concord river, belonging to the Indian planta« 
tion, excepting only Wanalancett's old planting field. 
The same year Jona. Tyng sold his right in these 
lands to Major Henchman for 50/. and Maj. Hencl;^- 
ir 
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liiau sold the land beloi^ing to the IndiaD planta4 
tioD west of Concord river to the tollowing proprie« 
tors : 



Edward Spalding 
Edward Foster 
Samuel Fletcher 
James Richardson 
John Spalding 
Nathaniel Howard 
Abraham Park 
Peter Proctor 
John Stevens 
Mr. Thomas Clarke 
Kathi Butterfield - 
John Spalding jun. 
Eleazar Brown 
Jerathmul Bowers 
Joseph Spalding 
Moses Parker 
Steven Pierce 
Williani Underwood 
Moses Fiske 
Isaac Parker 
Josiah Richardson 
Jona. Tyng 
Benj. Spalding 



I'hcAnds Henchman ^ 
Dea. Foster ' 
Deai Cornelius Waldow 
Samuel Foster 
Joseph Hide 
Thomas Parker 
Gersham Procter 
John Perham 
George Robins 
John Kidder 
Solomon Keyes 
John Wright 
Peter Farewell 
Andrew Spalding 
Wm. Fletcher * 
Josiah Richardson 
Joseph Farwell 
Joseph Butterfield 
Benj. Parker 
Samuel Butterfield 
Dea. C. Waldow 
John Bates 
John Fiske. 



1697 The proprietors laid out 20 acres to en- 
courage the erection of a mill. 

The 500 acres north of merrimack appears to 
have been retained by the Indians, though it was 
included within the sale made by Passaconaway, 
Sagamore of Penecook, Runnoawitt, Sagamore of 
Pawtucket; Wahangnonawitt, Sagamore ofSquam- 
scot and Rowles, Sagamore of rieuhawanack to 
Wheelright and others in 1629, 
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NO. IX. 

,First SfJwolrHouse^ 

BcTiLT bj subscription at an Expenditure of 20i. 
and bj thefollomng persons, in 1718. 

Rev. Samson St9ddajrd 2L Sam'l Barron 1 

iWoses Barron 1 JBenonj Perham J 

Josiah Fletcher 1 EbenV Parker 1 

Deac. John Warren 1 John Burge 10 

Ebenezer Foster 1 Benj. Parker .0 10 

Edward Spalding 1 Richard Stratton 1 

Wm. Fletcher 1 Joseph Foster 1^ 

John Bates I Benj. Adams 1 

Steven Pekce^ 1 Edward Foster 1^ 

Moses Parker 1 r 

John Davis 10 ^Oi. 
Nath'l Bulterfield } 

NO.X. 



Jfamesii annexed to Chelmsford^ 



t 



To the Hod. Wm. Dummer, Esq. Lieut. Gover- 
«ior in Chief, the Hon. the Council and the Hop* 
the House of Repre^eptatives of his Majestj^$ 
Province of the Massachusetts Bay in New- England^ 
in General Court to be assembled Alay 25, 1726. 

The petition o( tt\e town of Chelmsford, bj the 
Selectmen. 

Humbly Shewetk, 

Whereas there are sundry iniiabitant$ on a cer« 
4ain tract of land, called Wamesit, or the neck land^ 
lying adjacent to the town of Chelmsjford^ but not 
enexed thereunto, th^t from the first settlement 
have bin pertakurs o^ privila^ees i^ oflSces and 

E^rformed all duties in and with the said town of 
helmsford until some time in the year 1723. For 
in the said year the town of Chelmsford witj^ the 
inhabitants of Wamesit at a town D;ieetiu|^ did elec^ 
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Mr. Steven Pierce, an inhabitant of said Wamesll 
lands to represent them in this hon. Court, who was 
dismissed by resen he did not reside in Chelmsford* 
And that gn th« 27 day of August in the said year, 
said town did grant eighty pounds for the defraying 
of the necery chargees, arising within the same, 
and likewise the east precinct m the said town in 
the same year conformable to this honorable coartes 
order, did grant one hundred pounds for the pay- 
ing the West Precinct their part of the meeting 
house; and also did grant 120/. for the support of 
the ministry and the defraying the precinct charges, 
and the selectmen and assessers of the town and 
precinct did proced to make the assesment as their 
usual custom was, and assest the said Wamesit in- 
habitants their proportion to the said town and pre- 
cinct rates, whicn amounted to about 13/. in all; but 
they taking advantage by this hon. courtes proceed- 
ing with Mr. Pierce, have refused and neglected to 
pay any part of their assesment to the west pre- 
cinct and the two hundred pounds granted for de- 
fraying the last precinct charges, consideriW them- 
selves not to be under the government of Chelmsford, 
but at free liberty in such cases, which will be much 
to the damage of said town — for that the majority 
of the proprietors of the said Wamesit lands, are 
inhabitants of Chelmsford and may take the same 
advantage of the income, which arises from the sev- 
eral parcels of the said lands ; your petitioners 
therefore most humbly pray, that this hon. courte 
vtould take the premeces into their most serious con- 
sideration, and order the above inhabitants ot Wa-* 
mesit to pay their several proportions unto the a- 
bovb mentioned assesment and anne^ the sakl lands 
unto Chelmsford, during the hon. Courtes pleasure 
and your pejtitioners as m duty bound, will ever pray, 

Benja. Adams Joshua Fletcher 

Joseph Keyes SamK Chamberlij^, 

Johp Richardson 
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In the House of Representatives, Jqne 4, 1726-—. 
Read and ordered, that the petitioners serve the in- 
habitants of the within mentioned traet of land, cal- 
led Wamesit; that they shew cause on friday the 
10 inst. why the prayer of the petitioners should not 
be grantefl, 

June 10, 1726. — ^Read again, together with the 
answer of Wamesit thereto— and the house having 
taken the. same into consideration, ordered that the 
prayer of the petitioners be so far granted as that 
the tract of land called Wamesit with the inhabitants 
thereon be and hereby are slnnexed to and account- 
ed a part of the town of Chelmsford. 

WM, DUDLEY, 
In council June 13, 1726. 
Read and concurred. 

JOSIAH WiLLARD, ScC. 

Consented to by Wm. Dumher, 
Copy Examined by Josiah Willabd, Sec. 

NO, XL 

In obedience to a late Law or act of the great and 
General Court, or assembly of the State of Massa- 
chusetts Bay in New-England, relative to ^he afiix- 
ing of the prices of the necessaries of life, which are 
produced in America, we the Selectmen and the 
Committee of Correspondence, Inspection and safe- 
ty of the town of Chelmsford met, considered and 
proceeded as follows^ : 

£ s. D. Q. 
Rye, Good and merchantable 4a. Zd per BusheL 
Wheat, Do. 7« per Bushel, 

Com, Good merchantable Indian Cora, 3«.'8(/pr. bush, 
^ool, Do. 2«. pr.lb. 
Pork, Do,,4ifcly, pr.lb. 
Salt Pork, in usual proportion the price of salt, good ^ 

middlings at Zd. 2q. pr. lb. 
Beef, well fatted and grass fed, 3d per lb. 
Hides, Raw hides at Si per lb. 
Calf-ekins^ Green at Bd. per lb., 



s. 


D. 


4 


8 


7 





3 


d 


2 








4 


a 


8 




3 




3 




6 
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£ S. 1^. i 
iObeete, Neir^milk 6<l. olher cheese aeeording toits goodneii, 6 

Batter, Good at 9dL per ]b» 8 

^eaie. Good at7#. 4d. per bush. 7 4 

Beuif , Good at 69. per bush. ' 6 

Folatoe?, In the fall laic/, 12 

In the Sprinj^ ]r^ 6d* 1 6 
Stockings^ M&de of good jam and well knit, (nien'^i,) 6 

Shoe?, Made ofneat'i Jeather, commoii sort, 5 pf • pftir» 

Women'i Do. 6 4 

O&l*, Gcod and ai&rchatjtahle 2f. per bushel, 2 

Flax, WeU dreat and {>r a good qualitjr U, per ^)« I 

TaJJovr, ttood tried tallow Id iq. per. lb. 7 2 

Tow Cbtb, 3-4 jd< wid« It ^rf. 19 

TenV Good yea] 2(1 per lb. 3 

Mutton and Larob^ 3rf. % per lb. 3 S 

JHoraeJceepJng OB English ha j^ 1«. per night, X 

pi^eeptn^, a lar^re joke on'Ea^Iisii haj U. 6d» do. 1 ^ 
^Oi-work, For a large, ]^ood pair S«* per da/ from the 

lit, of April tin the \&U or Sept 2 

the other ais months U* §^> pr. daj, 1 6 
Men^e Labor, Id the 3 summer moiUhs for a iaitiifUl 

day's work 9«* 3 

From Nov. to April— ]#. 6^ per day, 1 6 

The other 4 months St. 't 

Hay, English the best quality 3«. 3 

Shingles, per thousand 12«. id. 12 6 

Boards, at the Mill or lauding £1 13t per thous. 1 13 

Clapboards, Per. tiiousand £3 6«. 8</. 3 6 8 

Coal, Pine 3d, 2q. per Bush, at tfie Smith's Shop ^ 2 

2)o. Maple and Birch at Do. 4</. per bush. 4 2 

Axes, Warranted by the smith, 9 

Do. New-laying and warranting 5«. 4d. 5 4 
Shoemaking, For one pair, the shoe-maker finding 

thread and wax and maldng them at his shop, 3 2 

Do* at the Farmer's bouse, 

Salt, Good imported salt, lU.Sd. U ^ 

Tanning, Tanning hides id per lb. currying in propor. 2 
Tobacco, Well made into rolls and of the best 

quality 8</. $ 

/ipinnuig. Woolen warp, taking it home, Bd. per skein, b 

Double Skdn of Cotton warp, ^ do. 5 

Bpiaiiing -by the week from home, 2«. 8J. 3 9 

llousework by the week 2«. 10(L 2 10 
Carpei^ter8,Labor jpfir day from 1st of Apr. 6 mo.& found 3 ^ 

the other6 months 2f . 6 J. 2 ^ 
Wood, by Ibe cord, oak wood corded up in the 

middle of the town, 8f. 9 

Horse-ehoeing and steefing all round and well 6t. 6 

If orse-sboeing, plain without steeh'ng 49- lOd. 4 18 

Malt, Rye Malt, 4«. 8</. per bushel, 4 8 

Tlip, Made of W. India Hum, lOd. per mug, IQ 

Do. of N. £. Rum, 8(/. per do. - 8 

Rum, W. I. for a gill in the Innkeepei's house, 4 

N. E. do. do. 3 

Toddy, W. I. lOd. per Mug, 30 

Do. N. £. 8d: per muf, .# 
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IThe followir^ Tables contain the hameis of thosi 
who belonged ta Chelmsford, and took an active 
part in the service of their country, during the A» 
nerican Revolution. 

tabIel 

CapU Jfohn Ford^s Company of the Tt Regiment offooHn the 
Continental army^ stationed at Cambridge^ and engaged in the 
memorable bdttleat Breed\commonly called BufJce?s hdU,l 775» 



Ebenezei* Bridge, Col. 
Moses Parker, Lt. Col. 
John Brooksy Maj. 

Of the ^th Regiment 



Joseph Fox, Adjutant 
iohn Bridge^ Qr. Master.^ 
Walter Hastmg^, Surgeon 
John Sprague, Surg. Mate. 



John Ford, Capt. engaged in the service Apr. 19, 1775^ 
Isaac Parker, Lieut. Do. Do. 

Do* Do.^ 



Jonas Parker, Ensign. 

Sargenf»0 
Mosea Barker 
Parker Emerson 
Daniel Keyest 
Jonas Pierce 



Corporah* 
John Bates 
Wm. Chambers 
Benja^ Barrot 
Wm. CambilL 
Wm» Ranstead,: Drummer— Barzilla Lew, Fifer. 

PRIVATES. CASUALTIES. 



tJohn Keyes eng. 

Alexander Davidson 

John Chambers 

Samuel Britton 

tMoses Barker 

Benjamin Pierce 

David Chambers 

Ebenezer Shed 

Samuel Wilson 

Jonathan Spragu^ 

Nathl. Foster 

tJames Dunn 

Isaiah Foster 

t Those with this mark wew wounded in Breed's hilj fight. 



April 25, 




do. do. 




do. 26 




do. do. 




do. do. 




do. do. 




do. do« 




27 




d6. 27 




do. 27 




do. 26 




do. 27 




db. dOk 




ed's hill fight. 


^^ 
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PRIVATES. 

Benj. Parker 
Benj. Farley 
Enoch Cleaveland 
Benj. Butterfield 
Sami. Howar'd 
Moses Easterbrooks 
Robert Anger 
tElijah Haselton 
Jolm Glode 
Jesse Dow 
tJoseph Spalding 
Francis Davidson 
Oliver Cory 
tSamuel Marshall ^ 
Joseph Chambers 
Nathl. Kemp 
Joseph Spalding . 
tSolomon Keyea 
Isaac BaiTett 
tNoah Foster 
Reuben Foster 
Jonas Spalding 
Timothy Adams 
Josiah Fletcher 
t John Parker 
James Chambers^ 
Wm. Rbwel 
Silas Parker 
tBenj. Haywood 
tRobert Richardson 
Thomas Bewkel 
Wm. Brown 
James Alexander 
Solomon Farmer, 



Casualties^ in 1775. 

Lieut. Col. Moses Parker was Wounded in battle 
17th June by a ball, which fractured his knee. He 
was taken captive and carried into Boston, where 
lifter the amputation of his leg, he died of his wound 



CASUALTim 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do^ 




do. 


do4 


dow 


do. 


^ do. 


do. 


26 


do. 


28 


do. 


28 


do. 


29 


do. 


do.* 


do. 


25 




.28 


doi 


do4 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do# 


doi 


do. 


do. 


do. 


25 


do. 


25 


do. 


27 


do. 


27 


do. 


27 


do. 


26 


do* 


26 


May 


2 


do« 


6 


do. 


do. 


April 


28 


May 


4 


April 


27 desrted 


do. 


do. June 25 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do* 
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in prison July 4, He was son of Capt. Joseph Par- 
ker. He early discovered a taste for military \i(^^ 
and Embraced every opportunity that occurred, of 
cultivating a knowledge of military tactics, and of 
gratifying his predominant lovei of th^ duties 'and la-, 
bors of the camp. In 1758, he wad honored with a 
lieutenant's cdninlission in a company^ commanded 
by Capt. Jona* Butterfield, and raised for the express 
purpose of a general invasion of Canada* He was 
promoted to a captain in the succeeding year^ and 
in 1760, commanded a company at Fort Frederibk, 
St John's. In this expedition he distinguished him- 
self as a brstve soldier, and as an intrepid and daunt- 
less officer. He was endeared to those under his 
care by his assidiuous attention to their wants and 
constant endeavors to render their situation as pleas- 
ant as circumstances would permit. Such was his 
reputation that when Governour Bernard in 1761^ 
was selecting from a multitude of applicants^ thirty 
captains for that year's service^ Capt Parker stood 
forth the most prominent military ctiaracter on the 
list. Col. T^iwing and Col. Arbuthnot declared^ 
that **they would not go without himj that he was 
the only Captain they £ad insisted upon." So great 
was his popularity^ that his friends assured him, that 
if he would siccept of a captainship, '< fifty men 
m^t be immediately relised to serve undei" him."* 

Thus practiced for many years in the arts and du- 
ties of the tented field, he was qualified to take an 
activci and honorable part in the revolutiotiary war, 
at an early period of which his fame was cons^im- 
mated. 

About a month previous to the battle on Bunker's 
hill, he was chosen Lieut. Colonel of the 27th reg- 
iment of minute men, Colonel Bridge and Major 
Brooks, (now his Excellency John Brooks,) were 

*M. B. Letter of OUrer Fletcher, Eiq. 
X 
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elioseh at the saiUie meeting to their respiective oS» 



ces.* 



Capt. Benj. W^ker, trained up to arms if i^ the 
J^rench wars^ a brave soklier^ and accurate disci- 
phnarian^ was also wounded in the same battle, tak- 
en prisoner and carried to Boston. His leg was an*- 
putated, and it was thought that he might haye re- 
covered had proper attention been paid to him* He 
died in prison the latter end of Aug. 1775. 

John Bates sickened and died in the army, at" 
Cambridge Dec 4, 1775, and was buried there. 

David Spaldioe, juq. died of the small pox in the 
arm J near Ticonderogay Aug, 1776. 

Lieut. Robert Spalding, returning from the ar- 
toy, stationed at New-York, died at Milford in the 
state of Connecticut 1776. Sam'l Wilson never re- 
turned from the army, nor were the tinae and man- 
ner of his death ever known# 

Pelatiah Adams was killed by tpries and Indians 
At Cherry Valley, upon the Mohawk river, above 
Albany 1778. Noan Foster was shot on Bemis^ 
Heights at the capture of Burgovqe. 

rienry Fletcher, left Chelmsford to join the army 
July 1 5, 1779. He was killed by the British in a 
skirmish while on picjuet guard at White Plains^ 
about twenty five miles from New-York,in the morn- 
ing of the 3d of Feb. 178Q. He was shot through 
the heari and immediately expired. It was at the 
corner of a house, which was burnt, and the body 
of Mr. Fletcher is supposed to have been consumed 
in the flames* He was born Jan. 17, A. D. 1754. 

• The veteran Parker, who had escaped through the whole war •€ 
1756, in which he had tignali^ed hiibself, and especially at the desperate 
sei^e off(irt Frontinac, received a ball in hi& thigh, (knee) and was left 
mortally wounded in the redoubt. 

Cof, S-metCa His. Bup,ker hill Battle,. 
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^ A muster Roll of Capt. John Ford's Compan;jr 
of Voknteers in Col. Jona. Reed's Regiment of mi- 
litia, who were engaged Sept. 30, 1777, to reinforce 
the northern army, at the request of the Gener?il 
Court of the Massachusetts Bay," 

TABLE U. 



John Ford, Capt. 

Temple Kendall^ Lieut. 

Jona. Bancroft, Serg't. 

WUlard Parker, Serg't- 

Azariah Proctor, Corp, 
sSiias Pierce, Corp. ^ 

Caleb Coburn, Corp. 

Sim'n Cumjnings, Corp, 
Privates, 

Oliver Barron, Esq. 

Jona. Shed, 

Wm. Chambers, 

Jona. Woodard, 

Wilhrd Howard, 

David Putm^n, 

Joseph Ada^s, 

Sam'l Ada^, 

Jeduthan Warren^ 

Sam'l Perham, 

Josiah Fletcher, 

Henry Fletcher, 

Joel Spalding, 

David Danforth, 
^Dayid Marshall, 

Aaron Chamberlin, 

Azariah Spalding, 

Timothy Adams, 

Jona. Robins, 

Ephraim Robins, 

Supply Reed, 

Wm, Spalding, ^ 
- Stephen Peirce, - 

Benj. Butterfield, ' 

Levi Fletcher, 

Bepj. Haywvdf 



Establishment. 

pr. inoii4h. 

12/. 5. 

■8 2 



2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

? 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
^ 
2 
2 



8 
8 
4 
4 
4 
4 



DUchM Nov.Sj 




rime of tervice, 


Whole am't- 


43 days. 


111. 4 


do. 


11 12 


do. 


3 89 


do. 


3 89 


do. 


3 30 


do. 


3 30 


do<. 


3 3 


do. 


3 30 


do. 


2 174 


do. 


2 174 


do. 


2 174 


do. 


2 174 


do. 


2 17 4 


do. 


2 17 4 


do. 


2 174 


do. 


2 174 


do. 


2 174 


do. 


2 174 


do. 


2 174 


do. 


2 174 


dot 


2 174 


do* 


2 174 


do. 


2 174 


do. 


2 174 


do. 


2 174 


do. 


2 174 


do. 


2 174 


do. 


2 174 


do- 


2 174 


do. 


2 174 


do. 


2 174 


do. 


2 174 


do.. 


2 174 


dp. . 


2 174 



J^2 
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-' 


EitabBshmwi 


DHcb'd Nov. 8. 






pr. month. 


Timeofsemcr 


Whne amt. 


Oliver Richardson, 


2/. 


43 daj8. 


2/, 17 4 


John Hadlock, 


2 


do* 


2 17 4 


Joseph Bu^terfield, 


2 


do. 


2 17 4 


Joseph Ingalls, 


2 


do. 


2 17 4 


Aaron Small, 


2 


do. 


2 17 4 


Wm. Fletcher, 


2 


do. 


2 17 4 


Benj. Detion, 


2 


do* 


2 17 4 


Sam'l Lunn, 


2 


do. 


2 17 4 


Solomon Pollard, 


2 


do. 


2 17 4 


John Marsh, 


2 


do. 


? 17 4 


Jesse Butterfield, 


2 


do. 


2 17 4 


teiezer Farwellj 


2 


do. 


2 17 4 


Wm. Parker, 


i 


Jo. 


2 17 4 


Jacob Baldwin, 


2 


do. 


2 17 4 


Joseph Tyler, 


2 


23 days 


1 10 8 


John French, 


2 


do. 


1 10 8 


Oliver Adams, 
Samuel french, 


2 


do* 


1 10 8 


2 


do. 


1 10 8 



(Capt. Fotrd aflowed for extra terricev, 
Chtlrmford, March 28, 1778. 



46, 



19 a 
9 4 



£21$ 08 7 



Captain John Ford, is anionic tbe few veteran snrrivers of the revolu- 
tionary war. 'though more fortunate, he if not less worthy of the honon 
of hit country, than his fellow-townsmen an^ compatriots, the brave and 
intrepid Parker and Walker, whose claims to public gratitude and hon- 
or were sealed by their bJooo in the memorable battle of Bunker Hill.— - 
From a recent account pf that battle, written by Col. Samuel Sweet, A. 
1^. the {'oiljvrlng hoiorable testimony of the military prowess of 
Capt. John Ford, is selected. 

The enemy were by this time organized anew, and were again ad- 
vancing to the attack. , Putnam's duty called ^im to the lines. At this 
time Capt. Ford appeared with his company. He served in a regiment 
under the veteran Lt Col. Parker and Maj. Brooks. Of them he had 
learned the duties of a Soldier. He had already signalized himself at 
Lexington battle, by killing ^ve of tii^ enemy. His orders were to prp. 
ceed to the lines and reinforce the troops. He obeyed, matched uncon- 
cemed acrois the neck and was proceediipg down Bunker HijUi when 
Putnam was delighted with an aid so opportune. CaUender's deserted 
cannon were at the foot of the hill. He ordered Capt Ford with his 
company to draw them into tlie lines. The Captain renionstrated, ^* that 
his company were totally ignorant of the discipline and employment of 
artillery, (* many of whom had never seen a cani^on before/} fut the 
^ General peremptorily persisting in his order, ht obeyed. His company 
moved with the cannon, and the general himself to the rail fence.'*- ' 

Captain Ford on the day preceedin^ the battle, volunteered hi^ ser- 
vice to Gen. Ward, to carry orders from Cambridge to Bunker hill, par- 
ticularlv to Callender, who was wasting the little amunition he had by 
«B inetiieetual fire at the distant enemy. He passed and repassed th 
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Aug. 1778, SIX men were draughted from the 
Militia, to go to Rhode Island, viz :-^ 
Oliver Bowers' Joslah Fletcher Jesse Haywood 

John Dunn Levi Fletcher Wm. Spalding, 

^^ * 

Dr. John Eletty went ^ a volunteer, and was cho- 
sen Clerk of the company commanded by Joseph B. 
Varnum. The above were draughted for six weeks, 
were in an eq^gement on B hode Island— in which 
from Capt J. B. Vamum^s company, one was killed^ 
two wounded, one missing. 

1779 — 16 men were engaged to go to Rhode 
Island for three months, viz: — James Marshall, 
Simon Parker, Ashbel Spalding, Josiah Parkhurst, 
iPenja. Biitt^rfield, John Byam, Joseph Haywood, 
Luke Bowers, Joseph Chambers, Wm, Chambers, 
John Keys, Simeon Spalding, Abel Chamberiin^ 
jPeter Farror. 

178Q — The militia officers were empowered hy 
the town to hjre 15 men for the continental service, 
$ukl the selectmen instructed to raise money and pro- 
duce, to pay them for 9 months service ; and, 

Phineas Kidder, Peter Farror, Jacob Marshall^ 
B'Obert Spalding, JSoah Foster, Henry Fletcher, 
Samuel Wilson, Jr. Pelatiah Adams, Thomas Hutch- 
ens, Jesse Stevens, John Keyes, Leonard Parker, 
Benja. Spalding, Joseph Warren, Jr. Robert Kieb*. 
ardson, were engaged* 

neck on horse-back, amidst the cneiny on each side i though his orders 
from ihe general were to leave his horse and walk over the neck to es- 
cape the notice of the enemj. On the hill he spent some time in ob« 
ferving thcf motions of the enemj in Boston, and having read their in- 
tention from thdr movement, he fir»t called Col. Prescott's atteniion tm 
them, pointed out to him the design of the enemy, the certainty of tbehr 
advance to the Hfl], and the necessity of preparing to meet theru by cast- 
ing up breast works, redoubts, 9ic. Col. Prescott, who had flatti red 
himself that the ?nemjr would not leave Boston, was now fully convin- 
ced of his error, and immediately set his troops to work Capt. I'ord 
returned to Gen* Ward at Cambridge, communicated hi« convictions 
and impressions. Ttis next morning realised to him his fears, u bile 
the troops were tardy in preparing to march on to the hill, Capt. For^ 
obtained permission from the General, to withdraw his company pnvate- 
ly and march directly to the scene of action, to reinforce the troops.— 
He arrived in leason to take an active part in the achieviiient» of that* 
IpciOQS day, jtpperuHx t9 the lift cf FuHtamr^lmge 23f^ 
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A list 01 those, who were detached from the mili- 
tia and formed a part of the army of General Lin- 
coln, in the memorable expedition through the coun- 
ties of Worcester and Berkshire, to sujppress the in- 
surrection in 1786, commonlj known by the name of 
the Shajs insurrection. The company formed 
from this and the neighboring towns, was comman- 
dad by Capt (now Col.) James Vamum, of Dracut* 

1 Lt. Daniel Procter John Butterfield 

2 Lt. Abel Adams Joseph Emerson, Jr. ' 
Benj, Butterfield, Jr^ Timothy Howard 
Oliver Perbam Jesse Stevens 

Silas Parker Henry Spalding, Jr. 

Oliver Cory Thomas Chamberlin 

Jeremiah Warren Samuel Stevens 

Zebulon Spalding, Jr, James Parkhurst 

CMiver Adams John Farmer 

Benja. Adams Willard Marshall 

. Reuben Goold, Jr. Abel Marshall 

John Mc Clenny Amost Prescott 

Aaron Spalding Levi Spalding 

In the ^^ fourth Indian war^ commonly called tha 
three years war, or Lovell's war," snow shoe com- 
panies were raised in all the towns lying upon Mer- . 
rimack river. These companies were minute men, 
cquipt with snow shoes and fire arms &c. holding 
themselves in readiness to go ob scouting parties in 
pursuit of the Indians at the moment of alarm. 

The followit)g constituted the snow shoie compa'^ 
liy in Chelmsford in 1724; under the command of 
CJapt* Robert Richardson and Lieut, Ro^eKt Parkn 
«r, in one of the years during LovelPs war.* 
Paul Fletcher Nathan Proctor 

Sam'l Fletcher Matthias Cowdrey 

Joseph Keycs John Proctor jun. 

Henry Steven^ Benj. Robbins 

Robert Peirce John Butterfield 

Josiah Spalding James Burn 

Zacharias Richardson Benj. Chamlperlin 

f^cfi Belknap'^ His. of JN. Ham. Vol. 2— p. 43. ^ 
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Benj. Goold Edward Foste/ 

Moses Graves Benj. Parker 

Timothy Spaulding John Spaulding 

Phineas Spaulding John Cory 

Joseph Underwood Jona. Ilildreth 

Jacob Blodget Josiah Birge 

Ebenezer Parker Simon Rummery 

Joseph Warren, jun. Daniel Blodget 

Jonathan Parker Henry Spaulding 

. Joseph Fletcher Joiia. Cummings 

Jonathan Spalding Thomas Reed 

James Kidder Joseph Foster* 
Ezekiel Keyes 

ti^illiani Dummer^ Esq. Lieut. Gwernor and Commander 
in Chief in arid over his Majesty^ s province of Massachusetts Bay 
in New-England. 

To Joseph Parker, Gent. — greeting. 

By virtue of the power and authority in and by 
his Majesty ^s comnfiissioti to me granted^ to be Lieu- 
tenant Governor, &c. I do by these presents, re- 
posing especial trust and confidence in your loyalty, 
courage and good cronduct, constitute and appoint 
you the said Joseph Parker to be Lieutenant of a 
company of snow-shoe- menj and o\ those that are ap- 
pointed to be in readiness to issue out against the In- 
dian enemy anj rebels upon any alarm or attack -; 
whereof Robert Richardson is Captain, in the regi^ 
ment of Militia in the county of Middlesex, whereoif 
Eleazer Tyng, Esq. is Colonel. You are therefore 
dih'gently ahd faithfully to discharge the duties of a^ 
Lieutenant, &c^ 

Given under my hand and seal at arms at Boston, 
5th day Feb. in the Eleventh year of the reign of 
his Majesty, King George A. D. 1724. 

WM. DUMMER. 
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NO. XIIL 

Census taken at sundry times exhibiting the increase o/poputa^ 
tian from 1741 to 1816* 



« « S 55 ^ 



1741 413 438 d53 

1764 470 534 f 24 S27 246 804 7 4 133 176 1012 

&T act of Pr* Boston & 

Court. Cbarlestown. 

1776 319 1022 8 106 1341 
Bt resolve of 
Congress. 

1790 569 572 333 337 209 1144 

1800 1290 

1810 693 693j 108 125 570 593 1396 

1816 240 280 1400 

1820 1450 

The cause of the decrease in the population of the town 
from 1 776 to 1 790 is to be found in the separation, of sun-^ 
dry faimilies from Cbehi^ord to form the District of Car- 
lislei 
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NO. XIV. 

A BILL OF MORTALITY, 

tlMbiting the nurriber of deaths in each year, from 1 742 to 1 8 1 6* 

TbARS I DSATHS I TrS. I DfiATHA | TllS. | DSATHt | TRS^ | DEATHS. 

1742 26 .1764 27 1786 18 1808 19 

3 1^ 6 10 7 20 9 17 

4 8 6 16 8 9 1810 2S 

5 16 7 15 9 10 11 17 

6 22 8 17 1790 22 12 2S 

7 28 9 15 1 18 13 16 

8 12 1770 16 2 19 14 13 

9 28 1 25 , 3 9 15 16 
17$0 9 2 21 4 10 



16 3 23 5 16 . 1330 

. 2 25 4 13 6 10 

3 18 -^ ' 5 52 7 13 Inatancet of lonj^einty. 

4 30 6 24 8 9 Mi-s. Dorethy WU- 

5 19 7 19 9 10 ^^^^'^^f/^^^' 
> 32 8 35 1800 eSuXthS^i;; 

7 23 9 11 1 19 turc,dicdajred 98- 

8 19 1780 6 2 12 4«o.Ap. 17,1780. 

9 23 1 21 3 15 ter, died aged 99- 
1760 22 2 11 4 19 Mn. Bethiah Proc 

117 3 14 5 19 t^"** <^>«d Jan. 2, 

9 17 4 16 6 25lW2,agcd9r. 

3 18 5 23 7 15 
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Jictormys and Qmnsellors at Law, 

-Came to town. 

* 1772, Steven Sc&les frotn Boston, A, M.- Har. Uufv. Grcrtt- 
1763, Died Nov, 5, 177^*. 

1773, Jona. WiHiams Austin, A, M. Har. Univ. Grad^ 
I76r9 — wasCapt. of the first company of militia — 
went into the army in 1775 or 6 where lie was pro- 
moted to a Maj. and afterwards to a CoL — died in 
the army at the southw2*d. 

1778, John Wytfce, A. M. Har. Univer. Grad. 1 760^ stud- 
ied divinity and preached a few years — directed his 
attention to jurisprudence — removed to Lexingtbn, 
thence to Cambridge, where he died. 

• T^e tomb-stone of Mr. Scales contnkw the only history of !}im, "mthm 
fhtitiT knowleilge — U bears honorable testitnonjr to the powers of hi» 
roind and /^ood qualities of his heart. We transcribe it with a view to 
preperve the meraoTj»of onte, of whom the wdrld was not worthy, and: 
v.hose sodden and early fate 6d«ms to hate excited the grief of many: 

Sepulchrum indicat hie lapis 

Stephani Scales, A. M. 

Collegii Harvardini olim alumm- 

ei ejus^tem nuper Tutoris ; 
■ Ingenii cujus accumen, 
, , vii'tutes exemisB 

ct diligentia pariter singulares 

* . Famdm ejus et honorem 
Plus, pliisque indies amplificarunf- 

Juris prudentiae studio dictatus,^ 

toto animo incumbuit 

et raiiltumproficit ; 

rubeolis dum labpravit 

c vivis direpente correptus es!? 

quinto Novembris 

ftnno salutis humatiae 1772 

Etatis 31. 

'Omia:micc; 
Vitag*summa T^revis — spem nos 
vitat inchohare longam; 
jam te prcmit nox. . 
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me, Siwifl Dexter, A. M, L. L. D. Grad. Har. iJioiv. 
1781, Rermn pub. faed. Senator, MiliU et Thesau, 
•Secret. A, A. S. Removed to Charlestown — Died 
in thcBtate of New York, 1^1 €i^ 

iSOO, Asahel Stearns, A, M. H^x^ Univ.. Grai 1797 : of- 
fice at Pawtuckqtt falls, 1814 chosen Representa- 
Xive to the ^4th Congress of the United States—* 
1815 jTemoved to Charlestown; 1818, Chosen 
College professor of Law in Harv. University, 
Cambridge. 

1809, Joel Adams, A. M. Har. Univcr. Grad. 1 805. 

1813, IJatb'I Wright, A. M. Har. Ujniv. Grad. 1$08. 

NO. XVI. 

PHYSICMJfS. 

fHommencti 
Practice* 

1740, Poet. Anthonv Eipery, A.' M. Har. Univ. 1736^ 

1748, Doct. Samuel King, frpm Littleton, — removed 
to Chesterfield, N. H. 

4765, Doct. Jonas Marshall, removed to f^^tehburg, 
Feb. 1783. 

1 772, Doct. Nehemiah Abbott from Andover, died Ju- 
ly 13,1785. 

1 776, Doct. Walter Hastings, A. M. Grad. Harv. Univ. 
1 771, ObU Dec. 2, 1782, Ex. 30. 

1782, Poc,t. Timothy Harrington son of R^. ftfr. 
Harrington, of Lancaster, A. M. Harv. Univ. 
1 776, died Jan. 19, 1 802, Ex. 48. " He was a 
regular bred physician, esteeiped in his profes- 
sion, peaceablei compassionate and hospitable.'* 
. 1 792, Doct. John Betty, a native of the town. 

1792, Doct. Ichabod Gibson, frpm 'Lunenburg---died 
May 10, 1810^ 

1802, Doct. Matthias Spalding, a native of Chelmsford. 
' A. M. Harv. Univ. 1798, Grad. Socius, MedJ. 
Societate, Neo Hantoriiensis, et Vice Praeses, 
et Praeses Media Societate. Removed to Am- 
herst, N. H. 1805. 

1807, Poet. Oliver Scripture from Neiy-Ipswich, N. H» 
approbated by the sensors of Mass. Med. Soc. 
1816— Remov,edtp Hollis^N, JH.Ma^ 1818, 
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1805, Rufiis T'^^anan firom Wobwn, A. M. Harv. Univ. 
1 799. M. D, M^ M, S. et A. A. Soc. 
In the beginning of the year 1818 be received the 
appointment of Superintendent and Physician 
of the Asylum ifor the Insane in Charlestown, 
to which he removed July 20, and was succeed- 
ed April 26th 1818T>y Doct. John C* Dalton, 
A. M. Harv. Univ. 1814— M. D, 

NO, XVIL 

A Catahgue ofCrraduates horn in Chdmsfori. 
Samson Stoddard^ Son of tt^ Rev. S. Stoddard, Gra4* 
Harv. Univ. 1730, Obit. 1777, ^t. 68. 
Samson l^qlding; Grad. Harv, Ui^iv. 1732, settled in 

the ministry at Tewksbuiy. 
Oliver fktchery Gra^. Harv. Univ. 1735, lived in Chelms- 
ford, was employed many years as an 
Instructor of youth— He was commis- 
sioned as a Justice oT the peacer— and suc- 
cessively chosen to the office of Town- 
Clerk, assessor and selectman, His piety 
and integrity gave him great ascendancy 
over his fellow townsmen^ and secured 
their esteem and confidence^ He died 
Dec. 3, 1771, JEt. 64. 
^eon Ricbardstfn* Son of Josiah R. Grad. Harv. Univ. 
1 749, was settled m the ministry, at 
Wells, Jtfe. Feb, 1754. Born June 5, 
1730. ^ 
Samson Stoddard^ Son of Samson Stoddard, Esq. Grad. 
Harv. Univ. 1763, was a schoolmaster 
and Justice of the peace, and Major in 
the Militia. Obit. 1779, ^t. 38. 
Ehen'r Bridge^ Son of Rev. E. Bridge, Grad. Harv. Univ. 

1764, Obit. 1814, Sit. 70. 
Vryling Stoddard, Son of Samson Stoddard, Esq. Grad. 
Harv, Univ. 1765, became an emi- 
inent instructor of youth in this place, 
died suddenly, May 8,1779, iEt. 32, 
Oliver Barron, Son of Oliver Barron, Esq. Grad. Harv. 
Univ. 1788, was a physician in England, died in 
in the Isle of Man, 1809. 
* Sudbory cJsa claims tb^ bonor of his bi rtb . 
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Jnd^W0 BeatUti Son of Wm, B, Grad.Harv. Univ. 1 795, or* 
dainedat Salisbury, N. H. June 28, 1797-^ 
died 1801, 
^atihim Spalding^ Son of Col. Simeon Spalding, Grad. 

Harv. Univ^ 1799. 
Walter Hastings^ Son ofDoct. W. Hastings, Grad. Harv. 
Univ. 1 799, Gounsellof at Jjaw, Townj»t 
endf 
Bewmii P^rh(^y Son of Sam^l Pf Grad. Harv. Univ. 1800, 
was an attorney at Law in the city of 
Baltimore obit. May 14,1814, Mu26. 
JoelAJkms^ Son of Capt. Timothy Adams, Grad. Harv, 
Univ. 1805, Counsellor at Law, Chelmsford. 
Jhsea HilireOi^ Soo pf Timothy H- Grad, Harv. Univ* 
1805, Prof* of Math, and Nat. Philosophy 
in Exeter Academy, N. H. 
John PoM/ursi, Son of Sana'l P- Grad. Harv, Univ. 1811, 
ordained over a Baptist churcji^d spr 
ciety in New-Jpsiwich, N, H. 1814. 
. Mphms Spring Pa^rd^ Son of Rev, H. Packard, bon| 

I>ec. 23, 179^, Grad.JBod. Col. 
i^e, 1816* 
Charles Packard^ Son of Rev* Hes. Packard^ Grad. Umt* 
a^M Col. 18ll. 
JohnMinot Fiske, Grad, Hflfrv. Univ, 18 J4, attpri^ej at Law^ 
Boston, 
Jchn Richardson Adams^ Sofiof W91. Adams, Esq. Ji. ]B. 
Hapv, Univ, 1816, studeat of Law* 

NO, jcvni. 

Charitabh Contributions, frotn 1 743. 
If one member suffEir, all the members suffer with M» 

FW B&. Richard Gookin, of Dedham^ whose house ha# 
been burnt.— Recommended as an object of charity by let- 
ter from Rev. Mr. Baxter, of Mansfield, and Rev. Mr. Dexter 
of Dedham, April 8, 1 742, being fast day, was collected 

11/. 2j?. Id. 

For Saml. Woods, lately of this town, having lost his sub^ 
stance by fire — Dec. 11,1 743, was collected 1 61. ^ 

For Hannah Shed, in this town, though not properly an 
inhebiteit, being sick and destitute, was collected April ^fs, 
1744 ^9/. 
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ForRev.Daiiiel Emerson, whose house and substmicie 
were consumed by fire, June 28, 1 744. 9/. 1 2s. 

For Daniel Raymond, of Concord, whose son was wound- 
ed by a loaded sled running oyar his leg, §ind is languishkig, 
was collected Jan. 1 3, 1 745 9/. 1 1*. 2d. 

For Jacob Pierce, brought into indigent circumstances by 
long sickness, was collected Jan. 19, 1746 — 9/. 14*. 6d. — In 
gram, 5/> 5s» 1 4/. 1 9^. Sd* 

For Zackery Keyes, inhabitant of this tawny whose bouse 
and substance were consumed by fire, April 7, 1748, was col- 
lected in money — 40t IBs.-An n^essaries, 10/ 13^ — ^for his 
mother, 1/1 It. 65/. 19*. 

For David Woodwell, of New Hopkinton, and Jona. Bur- 
bank of Penecook, ta assist them to go to Canada, to attempt 
the redemptron of the Daughter of said Woodwell^ and the 
Brother of^aid Bu.rbank, captivated at New Hopkmton by 
the Indians in April, 1746, — Feb. 5, 1749, was collected 43i 
9s. to be eaually divided between them. 

For Henry Richardson of Peiham, New-Hampshire, late- 
ly of this town, whose house & all in it was consumed by&«, 
with two persons, his own son, who got out alive but died in a 
fewhou|rs — ;aivd Jona. Wright of Dracut, a married man and 
TJBto of 3 children, who was so consumed in the fire as that 
a little part only of his body wa^^ound; 

Nov. 1 , 1 750, was collected in money of the - 

oldjenor, 19/. 3 3 

• Besides sev^al notes not^ In Grain 27 ' 

specifying any thing — ^but > For the widow 
promising something. J Wright in Graia 1 15 

Judged about 50/. in all, old tencH?. r— ^ 

47 18 3 

For Joseph Chamberlin, whose wife and son are at Groton 
distracted ; May 1 0, 1 752 was collected 38 2 

lawful money, 

. For James Kidder of this town, whose substance was con- 
4mmed by fire. On July 1 4, 1 754 was collected in money 

23/. 16 • 
Labor 6 15 

Notes 4 15 ' 

Rye 3 10 

Indian Corn 2 5 
Flax 3 



(Sum total qld tenoi-^ 41/. 3 Q 
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• Forthe sufferers by tbe late great and terrible ^eiiv Bos* 
ton, April 13, 1760— old tenor • 136/. 6 

In lawful money 18/. 3 5 

For Mary Keryes, widow, who hath been visited with thd* 
smallpox; she and her son had it: her son died: she wa^ 
al great expence. Apr. *2, 1 76 1 , was collected 

fnCash, 62/. 11 8 

Ingrain, 4 2 6. 

Lawftil Money 8f. 17 10-2 
66/. 14 2 . 
For Jacob Wendell of tWs town whose potash house with 
1ms works were consumeded by fire,October, 8,1 767, was col* 
lected for him in Cash old tenor, ^51. 

In grain, meat, kiboury &c. 17 

72/. 

Fop David Kidder, who lost a cow > 9L 12 lawful 
Anid hog that were fa tting< December > money.- 

1767 was collected 61.6 7 3 lawful money. 

For the widow Rebecta Dutton and her children, who 
have suffered by fire, Nd v. 4, 1 770 : 9/. 1 4 2 

lawful money. 

Edward KaymondofAthol, late of this town, who losthis' 
house and furniture by fire : June 23y 1771 collected lawful 
money • 6/. 5 11 

For Sam*l Hatchins, a young man, late of this town, now 
of Temple in N. Hampshire, he was building a new house, 
which was almost finished, when it took fire and was con- 
.sumed^ collected in cash 39/. 5s» old tenor, laivful motl- 
ey 5/. 4^. 8 J. was collected in cash 4/. lawful money. 

For Abner Herrick, whose wife was sick and died. No^> 
5, 1 789 wife collected in cash 4/. lawful money. 

For Steven Spalding of Sharon, N. H. reduced to straits 
by long sickness. April 1 805, was collected the sum' of jj20. 

For Eldad Proctor whose house had been burnt, was col- 
lected July^7, 1805. $16 22: 

• For Thomas Hildreth, reduced by fije, Oct. 3, 1 805 wa? 
collected jj23 11. 

For propagating the gospel in India, Sept. 22, 1806, wa^- 
collected the sumof *11 IK For do, 1819 $14. 

For Mr. Reed of Stoddard, who passing through town 
from market, broke his leg and was confined here : Dec. 1 8, 
1814, was collected $30. 

1811,; For the sufferers at Newburyport by the great 
ftre weie collected $178 40. 
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t8l4, Was made a collection for the sufferers by fire 
at Portsmouth of $1 88 * 75. 

1820, For propagating the gospel among the heathen j 
was collected* $14 00 

NO. XIX* 

Original name$ of HiUs, Swcmips^ Meadows^ Brooks^ 
Ponds and Bridges. 

HILLS. 

Na«hoba^ Itisacook, Rail-Tree, Robin's Bear Hill, Pine HiU, Francis 
Hil), RatUe Snake Hill, Satr-pit Hill. 

SfVMIPS. 

Great Tadmuck, LitUe Tadmnck, Poplar Swamp, Great 8wiinp« 
Bear Swami> 

MEADOWS, 

Protidence Meadow, Smooth M. Flushing iVf. Snake M.East M, Crane 
M. Flaggj M. l^obacco M. Pond M. Mole HUl M. River M. Virginia Jf. 
40 Acre M. Gulden Cove M. 

BROOK& 

Deep Brook, Vine Brook, Farley's B. George's B. Speen*s B. Eatt 
Meadow B. Great Brook, or Mill Brook, Beaver Brooke Black B. Ston- 
ey B. River Meadow B. Crooked Springs. 

PLAms. 

Merrimack Plain, Carolina Plain. 

POJ^DS. 

Heart Pond, Newfield Pond, Long-saught-for Pond, Fhishing Pond^ 
^ubanussuck Pond, Birges^ Pond, Keyes^ Pond. 

BRIDGES. 

Poor Man*s Bridge, Cross Bridge, Andrew's Bridge, Stoney Brook 
Bridge, Upper and Jjower Middlesex Merrimack B. Middlesex Caai!, 
Ko's. 1, 2« 3, 4. Ueep Brook Bridge. 



ERRATA. 

Page 1,3d line from the bottom, for *^ Higgimon" read BiggiMOn.'^ 
Page 28, 3d line from bottom for " reducing" read redeeming. —Page 70 
and 71, for ** Loami" read Xoa>»iiti.— Page 80, 11th line from bottom, 
for '^ submission*' read 42ft«u«f»on.— Page 87, 9tb line fr»m bottom, for 
** impressed** read impaired —Page 99, 4Ui line from bottom, for ••parint'* 
read parent. — Page 102, 16th line from bottom, for ^< £li&ha,^' read Jothua. 
Page 119, bottom line, for ^* ^diciis*' read EccleOU - Page ^^ &th line 
from the top, insert Olive before *• Planf*. — I'agc 1J9, I3th line from top, 
for ''sepultrial'* read sepulchixU.-^F&gt 156, 5th line from top, for **Na- 
amknk'* read J^aamkeeh. 
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